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August. 7. 20030 WESTERN BEVERAGE, | NC.
0301 East Watt Earp PO. Box 124 Dodge City KS 67801 « 620-227-7641

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
PG Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Dear Sir or Madam

As Sal es Manager of \Western Beverage, nt, | support the proposed rule that outlines the al cohol
content requirenents in order for flavored malt beverages to be classified as beer. Specifically,
the Tax and Trade Bureau proposed that for an FMB to be classified as beer, its al cohol content
fromdistilled al cohol cannot exceed 0.5%

Consi stent regulatory policy is inportant because, while states enjoy regul atory power over

al cohol, nost follow federal regulatory guidelines. This proposed rule would help maintain an
orderly marketplace and avoid costly and confusing disruption in state |icensing, taxation and
distribution policies, any of which would deal a severe blow to beer wholesalers |ike nmy
conpany.

Beer is not a fortified wine. Beer is not distilled spirits, or a product that has been made through
the distillation process. Beer is a unique product made through the brew ng process. Adoption

of the TTB “0.5 by volune standard” would ensure the integrity of beer and the brew ng process.

Beer has al ways been regulated and taxed differently throughout our nation’s history.

| encourage the TTB to give final approval to the proposed 0.5% standard on flavored nalt

bever ages.

Si ncerely,

West ern Beverage, Inc.

Jon Ewy
Sal es Manager
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