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May 15, 2003

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

RE: TTB Notice No. 4
To Wiom It May Concern:

| do not believe anyone goes into business with the idea that, if

economc tines go bust, the governnent will bail them out. However, |

al so do not believe that anyone who goes into business thinking that

their government will destroy themvia excessive taxes and punitive

busi ness regul ations. OOOOOO0O0OO000000O00000000C0O00OO00000O0C00OO00OO0OO0O0OOCOOOOI

The governnent's goal should be decreasing these types of burdens, not
increasing them That is why | am questioning the wisdomof TTB Notice

No. 4, which proposes rules changes to the flavored malt beverage

industry that will have negative ram fications for consuners, retailers

and the governnent. Governnent should concentrate on reduci ng, not

i ncreasing these burdens. OO000000O00000D0O00000DOO0O0O0ODOOOO0O0OODOOOOOODOOO

Many of the retail stores who sell flavored nmalt beverages depend upon

this | oyal custonmer base for a | arge percentage of their revenue. That

i s what makes this rules change an econom c disaster in the making. If

enact ed, these new regul ations would raise the price of these beverages

so high that the average consunmer would no |onger afford them That

means | ost sales to businesses and | ost sales nean | ost tax revenues.

Absol utely no one wins wwth this type of bad economc policy. That is

why | ask you to reject it. aooooooouidddooooooooooooouodddoooooooooc

Thank you for your tine and attention to this very inportant matter.
Si ncerely,
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