0040291
Al'l sup's Conveni ence Store

RE: TTB NOTI CE NUMBER FOUR

May 12, 2003
Chi ef
Regul ati ons and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

To Wiom It May Concern:

Notice Nunber 4 requires the flavored malt beverage industry to either
substantially change their product or subject their product to an excise
tax that is nearly $3 nore than what it is currently. This price increase
woul d not only drive custoners away, but it would also be a slap in the
face of businesses |ike ours who rely on sales of these beverages. 0OOOOOO

Owers like nyself are outraged at the attenpt by the TTB to re-negotiate
rules for the flavored malt beverage industry. After 30 years of

successful regulation, the TTB has decided to conpletely change the rules
and throw out successful operations for poorly worded rules. O0O0000O0O0OO0O

The outlined rules in Notice Nunmber 4 fail to take into account the | ost
exci se tax revenue and | ost business revenue that would occur if these

rul es were enacted. Rather than allow ng consuners to continue purchasing
such products with ease and confort at retail stores, these new rul es
woul d likely put these beverages into |iquor stores where consuners w ||
face higher taxes and prices. The econom c effects of these actions are
clear. Regular retail stores will |ose a significant anount of business
whil e consuners will pay higher prices for everyday beverage choices. 000

|'d ask that you pl ease send these rules back for further consideration.

It is clear that these rules would only further harmsmall retailers and
result in a loss for the flavored beverage industry, retailers and,

ultimately, consuners. Thank you for your consideration. O0O0000000000O00OO
Regar ds,

Rhonda Hol i s

Rhonda Hol li s
Hobbs, NM 88240-0912



