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Cct ober 9, 2003

Attn: TTB Notice No. 4

(OChi ef, Regul ati ons and Procedures Division
OAl cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
OP. O Box 50221

(OWashi ngton, D.C. 20091 -0221

O

Dear Sir or Madam

The M chi gan Beer and W ne Wol esal ers Associ ati on supports the proposed rule

i ssued in March 2003 by the Tax and Trade Bureau that clearly specifies the
process fromwhich no | ess than 90% of the al cohol contained in a flavored nmalt
beverage nmust be derived.

We believe that the | ongstanding historical and social reasons for distinguishing beer, w ne and

spirits justify the regul ati on being promul gated as proposed. Those reasons are firmly enbedded in

the laws that regul ate the manufacture, distribution, sales and consunption of these distinct
products, and we support those | aws. O00O00000O00000000000O00000O0C00O00O00O0O00O00O0O0OO0O0O0O0O00OO0OO0OOO0OOOOO

The proposed regulations will ensure that what is to be called a flavored nalt beverage will indeed

conply with the definition of "malt beverage" as contained in the Federal Al cohol Adm nistration

Act, with what is defined as "beer” in the Internal Revenue Code and with what is defined as"beer"

in the Mchigan Liquor Control Code. DOO0OO0OOO0OO00O0OO0DOO000O0ODOOOO0O0DOOODO0ODOOOODOOOOODODOOOOOODOOO

Al l owi ng a product to be considered as a specific type of alcoholic liquor requires, in our

opi nion, that the al cohol contained in the product be derived by the process described inits
definition. That is, if a product is to be considered as a malt beverage or a beer for the purposes
of taxation and regul ation, the alcohol in that product should be produced by the process of
"fernmentation of an infusion or decoction of barley, malt, hops or other cereal in potable water."



[ Secti onUIOODO0O0IOODOOOOOODOOODOOOOOODOOOOO0ODOOOOO0O0O0DDO00OO0DOO0OO0D0O00DO0DO00DDO0OO0DOOO
436. 1105 (5) of the M chigan Liquor Control Code, defining "beer"].
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We support the proposed rule because it will ensure that regulators, the industry, and the
consum ng public wll know that when a product is sold, advertised and

distributed as a malt beverage, be it “flavored” or otherwise, it wll in fact be a nmalt beverage.
Thank you for the consideration.

Si ncerely,

M chael J. Lashbr ook
Pr esi dent



