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Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washi ng, DC 20515- 3809

Chi ef Regul ati on and Procedures Division
Al cohol, Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

Via Facimle 202-927-8525
Re: Tax and Trade $ureau Noticc Nunber 4
Dear Chief, Regul ation and Procedures Division:

| appreciate the opportunity to comment regarding the proposed standard for flavored malt beverages
(FMBs) published in the Federal Register on March 24, 2003, by the Al cohol, Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau (TTB).

Recently, FMBs have been gaining popularity with many new products and have been found

to constitute approximately 5% of the overall U S. nmalt bcverage market, in ny view, the proposed
rule permts brewers and inporters to supply retailers and consuners with now and existing FMB
brands while still maintaining the integrity of the nmalt beverage category.

The 0.5% standard will help maintain the integrity of beer and will preserve the historical diftbrence
of thc various industry products. This proposed rule also will retain the definition of beer as a
* product nmade through the brow ng process.

| support the proposed 0.5% by volune rule. In addition to ensuring product integrity, the rule wll
al so support oversight and rogulatory efforts of state regulators, state |egislators and federal
regul ators, while providing beer consuners with the historical understanding of what constitutes a
mal t beverage product for those of |egal drinking age.

| appreciate the opportunity to participate in the TTB rul emaki ng.
0Si ncerely,

Bl LL SHUSTER
Menmber of Congress
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