<< 0042191 >>

ONATI ONAL  KAGRO
ONATI ONAI  KOREAN AMERI CAN GROCERS ASSCCI ATl ON
030- 50 WHI TESTONE EXPRESSWAY SUI TE #105, FLUSHI NG NEW YORK 11354 Tel: 718/359-7414 Fax: 718/359-7411

O ficersdOdSept enber 17, 2003

Presi dent Eneritus

David H KinJAttn: TTB Notice No. 4

JOChi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Pr esi dent OOAI cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Andr ew Kul

NewYor kOOP. O Box 50221

Vi ce- Presi dent OWAshi ngt on, D.C. 20091-0221
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Del awar e

O0ODear Sir or Madam

Vi ce- Presi dent

Hyun Joo Kim

Maryl andO0OThe National Korean Anerican G ocers Association supports the proposed rule

OOrecently issued by the Tax and Trade Bureau in TTB Notice No. 4 of March 2003

Vi ce- Presi dent

Jee Jeon Choi Oregarding the al cohol content of Flavored Malt Beverages (“FMB ‘s”). This rule
Northern Californialwould require that no nore than 0.5% of the al cohol content of FMB's be derived
Vice-President Of romdistilled al cohol in order to be classified as “beer.”

Jin Shin

Phi | adel phi a

0OOThe proposed “0.5% standard” for FMB's is consistent with the historical

OOinterpretati on by Federal regulatory authorities of what constitutes beer and other malt

Board of Directors [beverages. These historical standards take into consideration the ancient brew ng
OOprocess for beer that has resulted in the unique regulation and taxation of beer in

Chai r nan

John H Kinfcontrast to other al cohol beverages.

O egon

Vi ce- Chai rman0The proposed rule is al so i nportant because it gives states gui dance on how to

Kwang |k Lim

Col oradoOcl assify these products. Wiile states have traditionally had i ndependent regulatory

OOpower on how to classify al coholic products, they have foll owed Federal policy in
Vi ce- Chai r man

Kun Wbo Rheeltheir decisions related to taxation, licensing and distribution of alcohol. Federal
New Yor k
00l eadership in this inportant area will likely be followed at the state level and will

Vi ce- Chai rman0work to maintain an orderly marketplace. This is inportant to our nenbers because
Chang- Kyun Joolit will help prevent disruption in the narket that coul d cause confusion and exra
Ontari o, Canadalregul atory conpliance costs. For exanple, w thout the proposed federal standard, the
Vi ce- Chai rmanlsane product may ultimately be sold as “beer” in one state and “distilled spirits” in
K. HwangO

Washi ngt on St at e(Janot her.

Once again, we reaffirmour support for the “0.5% standard” for FMBs and urge its
Audi torsO0Of i nal adoption in near future.
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