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Cct ober 21, 2003

M. WIIliam Foster

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade | 3ureau
P. 0. Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Dear M. Foster:

O amwiting to express ny support for the Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade
Bureau’ s proposed rul enaking for flavored nalt beverages—2001R-136P). This action
is a necessary clarification of federal alcohol beverage categories.

OThe proposed standard reinforces North Carolina' s al coholic beverage control

system which is based in part on distinctions between categories of al cohol beverages.
The North Carolina ABC Conmi ssion has endorsed the proposed standard and |

encourage you to adopt it.

OWthout a national standard based upon existing | aw and regul ati on,

manuf acturers, retailers, and wholesalers will face a potential hodgepodge of state |aws
and regul ati ons where the same product may be sold in one state as a “beer” and in
another state as a “distilled spirit”.

OThank you for taking tine to read this leffer outlining ny position on this issue. |
l ook forward to your favorable ruling.

Si ncerely,

Nel son Col e
NC/ sj s



