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Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Chi 0 House of Representatives

ODear Sir or Madam

Janes P. TrakasUAs a nenber of the Ohio General Assenbly with an interest in the

Maj ority Wi pOregul ated beverage industry, | amwiting to express ny support for the U S.
OOTreasury’s Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau proposed rul emaki ng

17th House District

Parts of Cuyahoga Countylfor flavored malt beverages. (2001R-136P)

District Oficelll believe the TTB ‘ s action is an inportant clarification of federal alcohol
6924 Brettin Courtbeverage categories established to nmaintain an orderly US narket pl ace.

I ndependence, Chio 441310Further, | believe the debate surrounding the proposed standard poses inportant

tel ephone: (216) 621-54190i ssues for the stability of the retail licensing systemand the overall marketpl ace.
fax: (216) 621-1841

Capitol Oficel Wth ny support for the proposed 0.5% standard, | amjoining The Beer

Riffe CenterUlnstitute, the National Beer Whol esal ers Association, and nmajor small brewer

77 South Hi gh Street Jassoci ati ons, anobng many ot hers, because this standard is the npost efficient

Col umhus, ©Chi o 43215-61110means to address recent concerns by both federal and state officials. If adopted,
tollfree: (800) 282-02530the standard will maintain an orderly marketpl ace, nmeet consunmer expectations
tel ephone: (614) 644-6041

fax: (614) 752-86320for consistent products, and hel p sustain the |ong-term devel opnment of the

e-mail: Districtl7@hr.state.oh.usOproduct category. In addition, these reformulated products will be consistent
www. house. state.oh.usOwith state tax, license, and distribution |laws allow ng whol esal ers and retailers
0O0Oto continue to distribute, sell and market flavored malt beverages as they do

Conmi t t eest oday.

Fi nance and Appi opri ationsl However, absent a national standard rooted in existing |aw and

Hi gher EducationOregul ati on, manufacturers, retailers, and wholesalers will face a potential for a
subconmi tt eelpat chwork of individual state |aws and regul ati ons where the sane product may

Rul es and Referencelultinately be sold as a “beer” in one state and as a “distilled spirits” in another.
St ate CGover nnment

Joint Legislative EthicsO Finally, while there are some who have concerns regarding the ability of
Recyling and Litter Preventi onOmanufacturers to produce FMB products in accordance with the new proposal,
Hi spani c-Latino AffairsOas you may know, brewers have al ready denonstrated the expertise and

Otechnical ability to brew these products under the new federal standard. The

OFMB products that | ook and taste the same will be avail able to whol esal ers and

Oretailers in all states with no interruption and no discernable taste differences for

Oconsuners.

TTB Thank you for this opportunity for nme to offer my support for the current
proposed rul emaking for flavored malt beverages.

OSi ncerely,
Chi 0 House of Representatives

House Majority Wip



