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Ashl ey Sel ph
1226 North Carolina Ave, NE
Washi ngt on, DC 20002

August 14, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
PO Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

As an enpl oyee of the beer industry, | support the proposed rule issued in
March 2003 by the Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) that outlines the al coho

content requirenents in order for flavored malt beverages (FMB) to be
classified as beer. My support is based on the proposal that for an FMB to

be classified as beer, its alcohol content fromdistilled al cohol cannot exceed
0. 5%

Equati ng beer and beverages that derive a majority of their alcohol content
fromdistilled spirits could weaken the inportant distinctions between beer
and products with higher alcohol content. These distinctions inpact state
and federal policies regarding the regul ation and taxation of beer and ot her
al cohol beverages.

If traditional distinctions disappear, there is a possibility that other products
containing alcohol will attenpt to categorize thensel ves as beer products.

This is an act to which | amentirely opposed and could be detrinmental to the
beer industry.

Si ncerely,

Ashl ey Sel ph



