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Staten | sl and
Cl are Rose

August 11, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

Clare Rose Staten Island Inc., supports the Tax and Trade Bureau’ s proposed rule
outlining the al cohol content requirenents for flavored malt beverages (FMB) to be
classified as beer. W agree that for an FMB to be classified as beer, its al cohol content
fromdistilled al cohol cannot exceed 0.5%

The integrity of the brewing process for beer and other malt beverages will be ensured by
the TTB “. 05 by vol ume standard”.

Since nost states follow federal regulatory guidelines, a consistent regulatory policy
woul d hel p maintain an orderly marketpl ace while avoiding confusion in state |icensing,
taxation and di stribution policies.

There are inportant distinctions between beer and products w th higher al cohol content
and it is inportant that we do not blur the line between the two. If that were to happen,
ot her producers of al cohol beverages would soon attenpt to categorize their products as
beer.

Beer is made naturally through the brew ng process, not the distillation process. Care

Rose Staten Island, Inc. encourages the TTB to approve the 0.5% standard on FMB's to
ensure the continued integrity of beer

Si ncerely,

Ri chard Ippolito
Pr esi dent
Clare Rose Staten Island, Inc.
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