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Eagl e DI STRI BUTI NG OF SHREVEPORT, | ncor por at ed

August 7, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton. D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

This letter is in support of the proposed rule issued in March 2003 by the TTB. It
outlines the al cohol content requirenments for flavored malt beverages (FMB) to be
classified as beer.

The TTB proposed rule is consistent with the Iong standing interpretation of what
constitutes beer and other malt beverages. Beer has al ways been regul ated and taxed
differently than other al cohol beverages. The adoption of the TTB, “0.5 by vol une
standard”, is consistent and will ensure the integrity of beer and its brew ng process.

The proposed rule would hel p maintain an orderly marketplace and clearly reinforce the
federal regulatory guidelines in place in nost states Through out the country. The

i ndustry has followed this consistent policy and shoul d not be confused or mani pul at ed
into new definitions.

Beer is not distilled spirits. Beer is not fortified wine. Beer is not a product made
through the distilling process. The uni queness of beer is nade through the brew ng
process. The proposed TTB rule of a,”0.5 standard”, will ensure the integrity of beer
Therefore, Eagle Distributing of Shreveport encourages the TTB to give final approval to
t he proposed 0.5% standard for FMBS.

Si ncerely,

Robert Ni chol s
Pr esi dent
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