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WESTERN BEVERAGE, | NC.
301 East Watt Earp ¢ PO. Box 124 Dodge City KS 67801 « 620-227-7641

August, 7, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
PO Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Dear Sir or Madam

As General Manager of Western Beverage, Inc, | encourage you to give final approval to the
proposed 0.5% standard on flavored malt beverages. Specifically, the Tax and Trade Bureau
proposed that for an FMB to be classified as beer, its alcohol content fromdistilled al cohol
cannot exceed 0.5%

Consi stent regulatory policy is inportant because, while states enjoy regul atory power over

al cohol, nost follow federal regulatory guidelines. This proposed rule would help maintain an
orderly marketplacd and avoid costly and confusing disruption in state |icensing, taxation and
distribution policies, any of which would deal a severe blow to beer wholesalers |ike nmy
conpany.

Al so, equating beer and beverages that derive a majority of their alcohol content fromdistilled
spirits could weaken the inportant distinctions between beer and products w th higher al cohol
content. These distinctions inpact state and federal policies regarding the regul ati on and
taxation of beer and other al cohol beverages.

| am hopeful that the TTB will give final approval to the proposed 0.5% standard on fl avored
mal t bever ages.

Si ncerely,

West ern Beverage, Inc.

Dougl as W Ring
General Manager

Budwei ser. BudLi ght. M chel ob M chel ob Light o Busch . Busch Light. O Doul’s/Anber



