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John Gard
Speaker of the Assenbly

July 31, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Post O fice Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091-0221

Ref erence: OTTB Noti ce Nunber 4
Dear Sir or Madam

I amwiting to express my support for the U S. Treasury’s Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau proposed rul enaking for flavored malt beverages (2001-136P). | appl aud

your departnment on its work to clarify the longstanding federal lawwith regard to these
bever ages.

The proposed 0.5% standard ensures the stability of the retail |icensing systemin the
overal |l marketplace. This standard will allow whol esalers and retailers to continue to
distribute, sell and market flavored nmalt beverages as they do today, preserving product
integrity with no discernable taste difference to the consuner.

This clarification is very inportant to the State of Wsconsin. MIler Brew ng Conpany,

one of the largest enployers in our state based in M| waukee, has nade substantia
investnents in flavored malt beverages. Carifying that these and ot her products are

made according to traditional brew ng nmethods and processes will bring all brewers

across the country into the sanme high product uniformity standards, a direct benefit to the
consuner.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer nmy support for the current TTB proposed

rul emaki ng on flavored malt beverages.

Si ncerely,

John G Gard,
Speaker , Wsconsin State Assenbly
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