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ORe: Taxation of Fermented Malt Beverages (FMBs)
Greeti ngs:

OTaxation of FMBs as a distilled spirit is good public policy for the follow ng
three reasons:

1) OResearch shows that an increase in alcohol taxes could have the I|argest
long-termeffect on al cohol-inpaired driving of all policy and program
options available (L. Ross, ConfrontingDrunkDriving, 1992, p. 94);

2)0C assifying FMBs as a distilled spirit would require they be sold in
establishments with a liquor |icense, which would hel p reduce access by
under age peopl e; and

3)OStates could use the additional tax revenues to fund al cohol treatnent
prograns and drunk driving counternmeasures (G Washington Univ.

Medi cal Ctr, Ensuring Solutions to Al cohol Problens, Press Rel ease,

May 29, 2003, www. ensuringsol utions.org.).

OTherefore, the standard definition of FMBs should not be revised to limt the
amount of distilled al cohol to .5% by vol une.
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