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Sept ember 5, 2003

WIlliamH Foster, Chief

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. 0. Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Re: OTTB Noti ce 20091-0221
Dear Chi ef:

The Massachusetts Restaurant Association would Iike to go on record in support of the
proposed rul e i ssued by your division in TTB Notice No. 4 of March 2003 regarding the
content of Flavored Malt Beverages. This proposal, with its .05% standard, is consistent
with the historical interpretations of what constitutes beer and other nmalt beverages.

This proposed ruling will give states the guidance that is needed on how to classify these
products. In today’'s gl obal market place, standards such as these are needed to nmaintain
consi stency between the states, particularly, given the fact that there are so many nulti-
unit operators today who own businesses in many different states.

Qur association is in support of this proposal and urge its adoption

Peter G Christie, CAE
Pr esi dent/ CEO



