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ADVANCE BEVERAGE COVPANY
"The Beverage Conpany Wth A Thirst For Excellence"
WIlliamK Lazzerini Jr.

Sept ember 11, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef Regul ati ons and Procedures Division
Al cohol & Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

Advance Beverage Conpany supports the proposed rule issued in March

2003 that outlines the al cohol content requirements in order for flavored
malt beverages to be classified as beer. Specifically, the al cohol content
cannot exceed 0.5%to be classified as beer.

Beer is a unique product and has been taxed and regul ated differently than
ot her al cohol beverages for decades. The TTB proposed rule is consistent
with historical interpretation of what constitutes beer and ot her al cohol
beverages. Adoption of the 0.5%standard will ensure the integrity of beer
and the brew ng process.

This proposed rule will help maintain an orderly marketplace. Equating

beer and ot her beverages that derive a majority of their al cohol content
fromdistilled spirits will weaken the inportant distinctions between beer

and ot her products. Beer is not distilled spirits or wine. It is not a product
that is made through the distillation process. Beer is nmade through the

brewi ng process. The 0.5% standard will ensure the integrity of beer.

| urge the TTB to give final approval to the proposed 0.5% standard on
flavored malt beverages.

Si ncerely,

Bill Lazzeri ni
Pr esi dent

WKL/ jg
5200 District Blvd. ¢« PO Box 9517 « Bakersfield, California 93389 « 661-833-3783



