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Sept ember 11, 2003

M. WIlliamH Foster, Chief

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D. C. 20091-0221

RE: OTTB Notice No. 4
Dear M. Foster:

As a nenber of the Colorado state legislature, | amwiting to offer ny support for the proposed rul e change recently

i ssued by the Tax and Trade Bureau in TTB Notice No. 4 of March 2003 regardi ng the al cohol content of Fl avored Malt
Beverages (al so known as FMBs). This proposed change is essential to the beer industry. It clearly delineates the

di fference between beer and ot her al cohol beverages requiring the alcohol content in FMBs, derived fromdistilled al cohol,
not exceed 0.5%in order to be classified as “beer.”

ol den, Culurado is hone to Coors Brew ng Conpany. Additionally, Anheuser-Busch and many small breweries call
Col orado home. Maintaining an orderly marketplace and hel ping to sustain consistency of federal alcohol beverage
categories are primary concens of the brewing industry in Col orado.

This rule change allows for consistency in classification of these products. Federal |eadership in this area is critical as
state definitions of “beer”, “malt beverage”, and “spirits” are often simlar. Federal rule changes will help us maintain
clear and distinct definitions that will guarantee consistent tax, licensing and distribution policies for each category.

Again, | would appreciate your support of the TTB Notice No. 4 rul e change.

Si ncerl ey,

Raney Johnson

State Representative

House District 23

pc: ODon Kawul ok, Reg. Mgr., Governnment Affairs
O Coors Brew ng Conpany



