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Washi ngton State Senate

Senator M chael D. Hewitt

115B Irv Newhouse Buil di ng016th Legi sl ative DistrictOPhone: (360) 786-7630
PO Box 4041600FAX: (360) 786-7819

A ynpi a, WA 98504-041600Republican Majority WipOe-mail: hewitt_m @ eg. wa. gov

Sept ember 19, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations & Procedures Division
Attention: ONotice No. 4

Al cohol & Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. 0. Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091

Dear Sir:

I am concerned about the proposed rule relating to al cohol content in flavored malt beverages
(FMBs). These beverages have been on the narket for many years. They have wi de acceptance

by consuners as they are currently fornulated. A drastic change in formulation of these
beverages woul d cause unnecessary market disruptions and consuner dissatisfaction.

It is these considerations, as well as the follow ng reasons, that have made ne wite to you in
support of a nejority standard (51/49) for FMB ‘s. This represents a reasonabl e conproni se
because:

it will promote fairness. The federal government has for two decades all owed the use of
flavors containing al cohol in beers and FM Bs under 6% al cohol by vol ume w t hout

limtation. An entire category of malt beverages with varying taste and flavor types has been
devel oped in reliance on that and should not be harnmed now by new federal regul ations.

«0dlt will ensure the continued availability of today’'s npbst popul ar FMB products. FMBs
like Smirnoff Ice, Mke' s Hard Lenpnade, and Seagranis Cool ers belong on retail shelves in
the beer section. Establishing the dire 90-10 (0.5% standard would force FMB brewers to
make costly changes to their production process that sonme conpani es may not be able to
acconpl i sh.

it will allow brewers to continue to satisfy consuners. According to national reporting
services, the FMB category has achi eved remarkabl e acceptance anbng consuners who want

a bottled ready to drink beverage with the sane al cohol content as beer, but who do not prefer
the taste of conventional beers. The category’'s share of grocery sales |ast sumer was nearly
6% of the total beer category which resulted in taxes that contributed to our state's revenue
stream

Again, | urge you to adopt the nore reasonable majority standard for these beverages. Thank you
for your.consideration.

Regar ds
Senator M ke Hewi tt

Conmi tt ees: OWays & Means, Vice chair o comerce & Trade, Vice chair « Natural Resources Energy & Water,

Recycl ed

Vi ce chair



