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May 17, 2003

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

RE: TTB Notice No. 4

Dear Sir/Madam

Pl ease, seriously reconsider the proposed rules changes for flavored malt beverages. These changes, if inmposed, will have negative effects for retailers in

several areas. Initially, it will raise the cost of these products so high that the custoners who cone to us to purchase these beverages woul d not be able to

afford them In turn, when these custoners stop coming into our stores, we |lose the sale of the additional purchases they generally nade while there. Basically

you will be destroying our sales revenue. How do you expect retailers to survive? [O00000000000000000D0000000000OCDO0O0O0O00ODO0O0O0O0OO0ODO0O0O0O0OD0OOO0O0O0DO0O0OOO00O0O0O00DOOODOO0OOOOOO

Additionally, these proposed rul es changes would be counter productive to the TTB' s goal of protecting excise tax receipts. By lowering or elimnating sales of

flavored malt drinks there is no possible way that excise taxes could even be collected. After all you cannot squeeze blood froma turnip and the retail turnip

will be all dried up anyway. O0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000D00000000000000000000000000000000O00
That is why | believe it is in the best interest of all partied concerned that this rules change is rejected. Your support in this endeavor will be appreciated.



Sincerely Yours

Ri chard Tong



