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Fax to: 202/927-8525

2 Bridle Place
East Greenbush, NY 12061

August 25, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax andTrade

P. O Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091. 0221

Subj ect: TTB Noti ceNo. 4
ODear Sir or NMadam [e

Ol support the U 'S. Treasury’'s Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau proposed

rul emaking for flavored malt beverages. (2001R-136P)

OThis is an inportant clarification of federal alcohol beverage categories designed to

mai ntain an orderly US marketpl ace. Wien adopted, the standard will also provide criteria to
meet consuner expectations for consistent products, and hel p sustain the | ong-term devel opment
of the flavored nalt beverage category. In addition, these reformul ated products will be
consistent with state tax, license, and distribution laws allow ng whol esalers and retailers to
continue to distribute, sell and market flavored nalt beverages as they do today

OFailing to adopt a national standard would create a patchwork of individual state |aws and
regul ati ons where the same product may ultimately be sold as a “beer’ in one state and as a
“distilled spirits” in another. As an adult consumer of these products, | contend that that would
be burdensome and unfair to the purchasing public

OThe nation’s brewers have al ready denpnstrated the expertise and technical ability to
brew t hese products under the new federal standard. |I'mtold that these products successfully
meet or exceed consuner expectations and could be available in all states inmediately

OThank you for this opportunity for ne to offer ny support for the current TTB proposed
rul emaking for flavored malt beverages. Thank you for bringing some conmon sense to this
i ssue

Sincerely

Syl ke E. Chesterfield



