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PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE
FORTY- SI XTH LEG SLATURE

Arizona State Senate

August 19, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

| amwiting to encourage your support of the U S. Treasury' s Al cohol and Tobacco Tax

and Trade formally proposed new standard for the conposition of flavored malt beverages
(FMB's). If the March 2003 proposal, is adopted it will permt the addition of flavorings
and other material containing alcohol to malt beverage products only if the al cohol from
such materials constitutes |ess than 0.5% by vol une of finished product. The new rul e
woul d require all flavored malt beverages to be made according to traditional brew ng

nmet hods and processes.

The proposed “0.5% fl avored malt beverage standard” is based on | ongstandi ng federa
and state statutes and regul ations designed to properly identify products for the benefit of
consuners and to protect government revenues.

Absent a national standard based in existing |law and regul ati on, manufacturers, retailers
and whol esal ers face a potential for a patchwork of individual state |aws and regul ati on.

Pl ease join me in support the 0.5 standard for flavored nmalt beverages. If you have any
guestions, please feel free to contact ne.

Si ncerely,

KEN BENNETT
Senat e President

KB/ jy
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