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RE: TTB NOTI CE NUVBER FOUR
May 17, 2003

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

To Wiom It May Concern:

G ven the precarious state of our econony, it is dangerous for the
government to inplenent any policies that would threaten the |ivelihood of
our small businesses. Many retailers depend on the sale of flavored malt
beverages. Unfortunately, if the new regulations that the Trade & Tax

Bur eau has proposed becone policy, this entire product |ine would
ultimately be elimnated. Businesses cannot afford to have this happen.
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| understand that the governnent's goal is to increase its revenue from
exci se taxes. However, the hefty tax proposed on flavored nalt beverages
woul d cause many consuners to stop purchasing the products altogether.
Surely, this would not increase governnent revenue. OO000000000000O00OO

The TTB previously found that the sale of flavored nalt beverages does not
create and excise tax revenue problem It would be wise for the governnent

to leave this particular industry alone. | urge you to vote against the

rul es change and support this successful line of business. OOO0OOOOOOOOOOO
Regar ds,

Al'i ce Hanks

Ali ce Hanks



