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The Costs of Crime to Victims

By Patsy A. Klaus, BJS Statistician

Crime victims in 1992 lost $17.6 billion in direct costs,
according to the National Crime Victimization Survey
(NCVS). These costs included losses from property theft
or damage, cash losses, medical expenses, and amount
of pay lost because of injury or activities related to the
crime. The crimes included in this figure are rape,
robbery, assault, personal and household theft, burglary,
and motor vehicle theft. Crimes include attempts as well
as completed offenses.

s Economic loss of some kind occurred in 71% of all
personal crimes. These crimes included rape, robbery,
assault, and personal theft. For crimes of violence (rape,

‘obbery, assault) economic loss occurred in 23% of vic-
t

imizations. Household crimes of burglary, theft, and
motor vehicle theft involved economic loss in 91% of all
victimizations.

« In 1992, a total of 33,649,340 victimizations occurred.
Twenty-three percent of all U.S. households were
victimized in 1992; the total number of households
experiencing one or more victimizations was 22,093,000.
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The average loss per crime increased 1975-92
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Note: During the 1975-92 period, according to the Current Population
Survey, household money income adjusted for inflation remained relatively
unchanged.

Data are interpolated for 1976-79 and 1982-83.

e Among crimes that involved loss —

— About 12% of personal crimes and 24% of household

crimes involved economic losses of $500 or more.

— For personal crimes, 11% of whites and 15% of blacks
lost $500 or more. For household crimes, 23% of whites
and 25% of blacks had such losses.

— In robberies at least $250 or more was taken from the
victim in about a fourth (26%) of ali victimizations. Black
victims lost this amount in 41% of the victimizations,

and white robbery

Median loss for crimes
— Lost property was of theft, 1992
not recovered in 89%
of personal crimes
{90% for whites; 89%
for blacks) and 85%
of household crimes
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Crimes involving loss
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Note: Data include only direct property
losses and do not include medical
expenses or other costs.




Victims receiving medical care, by type of crime and where care was recelved, 1992
Number Atown, Health Emergency
of victims neighbor's, unitor  Doctor's roomat
receiving Atthe orfrlend's first-aid ofilce hospital
Type of crime medicalcare - Total scene house station  orclinic _ orclinic Hospital _ Other
Crimes ofviolence 1,419,940 100.0% 6.7% 30.1% 2.3%* 11.5% 31.8% 14.1% 3.6%
Rape 68,070 100.0 .0* 0 0 20.4* 47.7* 24.7* 7.2*
Robbery 365,570 100.0 7.4% 38.8 1.0* 10.0" 25.5 9.8* 75"
Assault 996,280 100.0 6.9 29.0 29" 11.4 33.0 15.0 1.9*
Note: Detail may not add to total because of rounding. Respondents may have received medical attention
at more than one location; however, percent distribution is based on locations of medical care.
*Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
® AbPUt 3i% O,f all victims Amount of loss, based upon crimes involving economic loss, 1992
of crimes of violence (robbery ‘
and assautt) in 1992 sustained Iigz?r;izations g(r) n\]/:?uee— 2;:19 gigg gf?roore i?r?gwt
some physical injury. Thirty y ‘
percent of whites and 32% Personal crimes
of biacks sustained injury. Crimes of violence® 13,371,440 53%  57.3%  8.6% 127%  16.2%
. . Robbery 876,800 1.3 60.C 9.1 17.7 11.6
» For crimes of violence Assault 639,170 10.3 55.4 7.6 40 228
involving injuries in which Personal theft 11,822,760 1.8 68.6 9.4 1.8 8.3
medical expenses were known, | yousehoid crimes 13,515,140 2.2 53.6 95 238 109
65% involved costs . Burglan® 4,009,560 3.9 39.8 117 313 13.4
of $250 or more. These find- Houset.old theft 7,748,500 1.5 69.4 9.5 9.6 2.9
ings were similar for whites Motor vehicle theft 1,757,080 1.4* 15.0 5.1 69.1 9.4
(65%) and blacks (66%)4 “Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Inciudes raps, not shown separately because of the relatively few victims repciang monetary loss.

e In 1992, 69% of the victims

who were injured had health

insurance or were eligible for public medical services.
Seventy percent of all whites and 66% of ali blacks had
insurance coverage or eligibility for public medical
services.

e About 8% of all victims lost time from work in 1992 as
a result of a crime of violence and 6% as a result of a
household crime.

» About the same percentages of blacks and whites lost
time from work for personal crimes {whites, 5%; blacks,
6%). However, when time was lost, 67% of blacks lost
1-5 days, compared with 43% of whites. For personal
crimes of theft, 77% of blacks lost 1-5 days, compared
with 31% of whites.

The economic costs to victims reported in this crime data
brief include only those that had occurred before the
interview, which was 6 months or less after the crime.
Medical costs may continue to accumulate for months

or years after a victimization; these are not included. The
victim is not specifically asked about psychological coun-
seling, although some victims may have included this as
a medical cost. Increases to insurance premiums as a
result of filing claims, decreased productivity at work,
moving costs incurred when moving as a result of victimi-
zation, intangible costs of pain and suffering, and other
similar costs are also not included.
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Total economic loss to victims of crime, 1992

All crime victims $17,646,000,000
Victims with losses
Personal crimes $4,110,000,000
Crimes of violence 1,362,000,000
Rape 33,000,000
Robbery 680,000,000
Assauit 649,000,000
Crimes of personal theft 2,748,000,000
Larceny with contact 76,000,000
Larceny without contact 2,672,000,000
Household crimes $13,536,000,000
Burglary 3,970,000,000
Household larceny 1,750,000,000
Motor vehicle theft 7,816,000,000

1.8 miilion victims in 1892 lost 6.1 million days
from work, an average of 3.4 days per crime

Percent of all victimi-
zations with lost time

5.2%
7.6

Allpersonal crimes
Crimes of violence
Crimes of theft

Allhouseheld crimes
Burglary
Larceny

3.9
6.1
5.2
4.0
Motor vehicle theft 17.2
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.Cau toll-free 800-732-3277 to order BJS  Corrections
reports, tu be added to one of the BJS

mailing lists, or to speak to a reference
spacialist in statistics at the Bureau of
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse,

P.O. Box 179, Dept. BJS-236,

Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179,
For drugs and crime data, call the Drugs
& Crime Data Certer & Clearinghouse,
1600 Research Blvd., Rockville, MD
2085¢, toll-free 800-666-3332,

BJS maintains these malling lists:

» Law enforcement reports

s Faderal statistics

¢ Drugs and crime data

« Justice expenditure and employment
* Privacy and security of criminal histories
and criminal justice information policy
« BJS bulletins and special reports

« State felony courts

« Corrections

s National Crime Victimization Survey
¢ Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)

Single copies of reports are freg; use
NCJ number to order, Postage and
handling are charged for bulk orders
of single reports. For single copies of
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free;
11.40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
libraries call for special rates.

Public-use tapes of BJS data sels

and other criminal justice data are
available from the National Archive

of Criminal Justice Data (formerly
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, Ml
48106 (toll-free 800-999-0960).
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