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GSA Acquisition Letter V-06-02
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL GSA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES

FROM:                          EMILY W. MURPHY
                                     CHIEF ACQUISITION OFFICER  

SUBJECT:                    Applicability of Homeland Security Presidential Directive   

(HSPD) 12 to GSA Contracting Activities         



1.  Purpose. The purpose of this Acquisition Letter is to expand on GSA Acquisition Alert 2005-07, Applicability of Homeland Security Presidential Directive (HSPD) 12 to GSA Contracting Activities

2.  Background. On December 2, 2005, GSA OCAO issued Acquisition Alert Number 2005-07, Applicability of Homeland Security Presidential Directive (HSPD) 12 to GSA contracting activities.  The Alert gave some initial guidance on how GSA should implement HSPD-12.  The Alert also stated that OCAO would provide additional guidance upon the issuance of the new FAR rule.  The new FAR rule was issued in the January 3, 2006 edition of the Federal Register (Reference Item Number II, FAR Case 2005-015, Common Identification Standard for Contractors).  
3. Effective Date. February 3, 2006.   


4. Termination Date. This Acquisition Letter will expire one year from issuance unless cancelled or extended. 


5. Applicability. This Acquisition Letter applies to all GSA contracting activities and to all contracts GSA issues, including those issued on behalf of other agencies.  Each contracting activity in each region should take appropriate steps to communicate the policy set forth in paragraph 7 to agencies they award contracts and place orders on behalf of.

6. Reference to regulations. Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Parts 2, 4, 7,

and 52 are revised as a result of implementing HSPD-12. General  Services

Administration Acquisition Manual (GSAM) Parts 502, 504, 507, and 552 revisions

are pending.  See Chief People Officer Memorandum for Heads of Services and Staff
Offices Regional Administrators, Subject: Background Investigation Changes Required
by HSPD-12, dated October 26, 2005. 

7. Instructions/procedures.

HSPD-12 requires agencies to adopt a Governmentwide standard for secure and reliable forms of identification issued by the Federal Government to its employees and contractors.  The FAR has been revised to require solicitations and contracts that include requirements for contractors to have access to federally controlled facilities and information systems to comply with the agency’s personal identity verification process.
This Acquisition Letter is being issued to inform all GSA contracting activities that they must include the FAR clause as well as any agency-specific guidance for personal identity verification in all solicitations and contracts issued and awarded on or after October 27, 2005.  FAR case 2005-015, Common Identification Standard for Contractors, that adds the required FAR language to implement HSPD-12 has been issued as an interim rule, meaning although the rule is not yet final, it is effective now (Rule became effective on January 3, 2006, see copy attached to this Acquisition Letter).  Contracting activities must amend solicitations and modify contracts they have issued and awarded on or after October 27, 2005, to include the new FAR language.  Contracts awarded prior to October 27, 2005, that are still active (more than 3 months away from expiration), must be modified by October 27, 2007, to include the new FAR language as well as agency-specific changes that are in accordance with agency implementation of Federal Information Processing Standards Publication (FIPS Pub) 201 and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) guidance M-05-24 (copy attached).  For your information, FIPS Pub 201 can be found at: http://www.csrc.nist.gov/publications/fips/fips201/FIPS-201-022505.pdf.
In order to achieve the requirements of HSPD-12, the Smart Card initiative has been transferred to the Office of the Chief Information Officer.  A dedicated Program Management Office (PMO) has been established and the Chief Information Officer has appointed Jack L. Finley as Program Manager of the GSA Smart Card/HSPD-12 PMO.  The PMO has developed Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for GSA HSPD-12 personal identity verification.  The SOP is included as an attachment to this acquisition letter.  At Appendix A in the SOP are the “Costs for Security Clearances and Public Trust Certifications.”  Contracting activities should advise program/requiring officials of these costs.
Attachments:
OMB Memorandum M-05-24, Implementation of HSPD-12 – Policy for a Common Identification Standard for Federal Employees and Contractors
FAR Interim Rule, Common Identification Standard for Contractors
GSA HSPD-12 Personal Identity Verification – I (PIV-I) Standard Operating Procedure
