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The HOh6fallleGary, Locke .; ; .. 
Secretary ofCominerce ... ': ':' , " .. 
United States Department ofCommerc·e .,', 
14th'and Constitution Avenue·NW,·. . 
W ashiniito~, .DC '20230 , 
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· SUBJECT': .C::eJltin:U,ing:Fi~liei-ie~:D!~;'~i:ei;for the t;irklli Niition ';. " 

On November 13, 20.08, Commerce Secretary Gutierrez detemiineJ pursuant 'to Section 
312( a) of the Magunso)lcSfevenS fishery COilserVqtion and Management Actlhat a . . .. 

· continuing fisheries tllsaster had occimeg$ii).ce;:2PP2 ih Wasl)inl'it6nState:r 'f6rrh~lly, . 
request you, decl;';e tJie~ontinuing fisheri~s tes6urce failu;;'to iriclude2009:~ , I'iliake this 

· reqnest so disaster assisiance:can be provided tci theadversei y intpacted comrriercial and 
, ,........ .. , •. ;' ", I" ' .. ' .... ".! ... ', .. 

s. 
...... :: 

subsistence fishermen, commnnities;·smallbusiness.o\VIl~rs; aJ1dt\leiI; eJilp19y"es on the 
Lummi Indian Resen<l!tionirjfue;northwest comer ofWash1n:gton;State, I am hopeful you 
will be able-'ti{ actqui\k)y to TnitigJtethis situation, .... .• ,.. ..,. 

.. . ". .' -
As described i~ the'enclosUres, the-2009 socl'cey'e.~alinp)l,jet\lflls in the disaster region are 
significantly less thaI) the20-year averiig~ art&.ate amonit)1~ lbwest on recdrd_ The pre
seasonsocJ<:eye run strength wa~estimitfeatQ be 10,488;00,0 ',Howe\:er, the'precseasqn 
estimate dropped in-seasohas less. ;fish.1:Je,gan rehii:ning to the Fi'aser River syst~m, The 

., .'newer estimate dr0l'pedto l,370,q09:ap-d~b¢.ca'-fse ofthis &~maticreduction,;'o tribal 
'commercial harvest ·of Sockeye 6ccurryd, '. OnOctqber 7}209'!. tli.e. Luininilndiim 
'Business.Council (the gbverning'body ofth"LU'rinni Natiop~aeclaredi fisheries·, ,.. . 
economic disaster:!11rOl,Ighout the Reserva~ion due, to. t~~ ~a'~sir~phi~ ,~ollaps~ ~ith~ . 
s~lmon returns,. Pts iriipaj:;t ~f;):4i.se iUri.failm:esJ'o:"he tribe's 'comlllertial;-cererrionial,'" 
and sliosistence nsheries over the past few years have been devastating, 

There are more than 600 families in, the di]XIster: area who are dependent on Salmo~ for 
econom'ic .a.n,dsocial surviyaL,Furth"r,:.ne~rly iilofthe 4~500 h;embersofthe Lluruni 

: Nation relY Qn-$ubsis~elfce'fisJ).!)ig~a~."l!m3Jor a"pe!?t ofth~it-NfttiY~: lifestyl~ait1ito; .. ' , 
: $uppleme.nt their limit\'9- cash(¢pon,oni1: : 'Phe LUll)mi ~<i.tiop:W ~lr~adY epgaged in a' ... : 

coJnprehensive effortto··assess thesituatiop,a,nd find despe,ately reeded ll.ssistance·and 
services to iii; affectec1 membership" Accnitinuing disaster declan;tion '-!,nder Section 
· 312( a) is needed to make federal.resources availa1:il" for' iiI?;i ';'{dmiland tamiiy; assistarice 
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" . 
Woj will be grateful for'youtearliest possible fomuil actlo~. 6n ourrequest,for a Section 
3 ,12( a) fishery failure ~~cla~ation: . T~ rmay;be;offurther,~s§ista",ce; pjea~~: ~'tll me at 
(360) 384-f 140: or,have a member of yow: s~{f ,contacfMr. .J enildF bls'om;PolicY .Liaison 
for Fisheries jji'saster irlmy offi~e at the same:number. . . . .. . , . , 

. "". 

".; 

Hel!1J'Cagey, Chaiimari 
Lummi Nation . ;, 

Enclosure'si,· ... .... .' ..... 
2009'FlsheriesDlsa:sierDeciaratibn" 

. -. :: l . "'; 

:' cc: 
. , .~: .... _;: :,' ..... ::~ . _; .. :_ .,.,-.;: ; I:: .. i .. -.~'.'::~: :::' (, ~.-; 

.. • Ihe:Honbtable Patty Murray, .uS; Senator 
The Honorable Maria Cantwell, US Senator 
The Honorable Rick Larseq, Congressman 
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