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MIU"Ch 7. 2011 . 

Art Conrad Ivanoff 
Southern Norton Sound Fish &. Game Advisory COll'llllittee 
Box 49 . 
Una1ak1cct~ Alaska. 99684 

. artclvanoff@botlUail.com 

The H()2l()~ablo Gary Locke 
S(ICletllry ofCommerce 
U.S. Department.ofCQlIl.IIlerce 

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Wasl!ington, D.C. 20230 . 


RE; A CALL FOR DISASTER RELIEF UNDER SECTION 312 (II) 
MAGNUSON"STEVENS FlSHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT 
ACT (MBA) FOR. THE NORTON SOUND CHINOOK SALMON COMMERlCAL 
FlSBERMltN, lJNAUla;EET AND SHAKTOOLIK, SUBDrSTRICTS 5 It 6. 

Dear Seoretary Gary Locke:' 

The Southern Norton Sound Fish and GAlJ10 Advisory Committee (SNSAC) request the 
implementation of Section 312 of the MBA to declare a disUter in the Norton Sound 
Sub-districts 5 & 6 for Chinook .s.:lmon comtne'rcial fishing failure. Und6r Section 312 
(a) you are authorized to assign funds ('for auessing the economic and social effects of 
the commercial fishery failure." We beliove the commercial fishing villages of 
Unalakleet and Shaktoolik fall within thiJ purview since the fail~ or deoline ofChinook: 
salmon was due to natural or man-made causes beyond the control of fisheries :managers 
to mitigate through conservation and management measures, including the regulations 
pi'Obibjdng the take of Chinook. The Shaktoolik Qnd Unalakleet aub-districts enjoyed a 
vibrant targeted take of Chinook salmon nntil 1998, Since that time Period. the 
commomal fishing floett of these 'Viflages have .sat on the beach waiting year after year 
to participate: on the tal'gCt¢ take: of Chinook salmon 'With each yoa:c bJinging 
disappointment due to n:cord low retulDS. The commercd~l take of Chinook provided 
muoh needed cash to the residents in an economicany depressed re8ion ofAlaska. 

The Alaska Board ofFish has designated the Chinook salmon in the Unalakleet aud the 
Shaktoolik sub-districts, as a ''stock of concern" based on the failure of the Chinook 
salmon stocks to recoVOl' despite managem.ent tools \l$ed such as subsistence and sport 
fish closures. The Chinook saltnon qualified as a "stock of concern" because tho stock 
did not reach escapement goals for two consecuti'Ve sOIl$ons despite the 'USe ofemergency 
ordm restricting take. 

On April 8, 2009, the Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) submitted a leltcr to your 
office calling for a declaration ofdisaster fur the Y.ukon :River System, Like AmI the 
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SNSAe testified calJ.illg' for a bard cap of 30,000 Chinook in the Bering Sea Aleutian 
Wands Pollock tishtIy based on 0lU' concern tor the Chinook salmon stocks in the Norton 
Sound. Tho 'N<:Irth P~fte Fisheri$$ Management Council endorsed a hard o&p of60~OOO. 
With our river sysWms m"UggUQg to reach escapement pis of l,2oo,to 2,500 Chinook, 
we bdicvo this level ofa hard cap is too ldgh. 1,200 Cbinook salmon. .isn't muQh when 
compared to the ovcrall bycatch rate of130.000 Chinook In 2007 in the asAl; in fact, a 
bycatcb. :rate ofonly 20,000 could deplete the Chinook $8lmon stoclrs for the Unalakleet 
an:d ShaktoolikRiver system. 

The Alaska Depa1"tm6nt of Fish and Game (tlF&O) data mows a startling decline in 
commca:eial harvest in. the wt decade. From ).990-1999, the commercial catch for 
Unalakleet and Shaktoolik: sub#districts 5&6 was 68,179 Chinook salmon. From 2oo0~ 
2009. the comineroial oatoh was 1.301 (DF&G SPECIAL PUB 09-25), Theae statistics 
clearly filustrate 1hc dnunatic decreatc in income provided by Chinook salmon Jun:vcst, 
What was once thccjUimlU.'Y iMome--produoing fish for the area's commercial fishermen is 
.now DOJl-exJsteDt. We respectfUlly reqlJC8t tho Depll.ttment of Comm.~ conduct an 
analysts of the Chinook sahnon failure in the Norton Sound rogion. the sub-distrlcts of 
Shaktoolik and U.nafak1eet. We finnly believe that our commercial fisbennen will 
qualify for the d-iaa8ter re-lief as o~ under 8ecnol1 312 (a) of tho MSA. Granted. the 
failure of the Chinook salmon stock in tbb NOrton Sound is perplexing and difticuH~ ~t 
best, we cannot discount the impact the Pol1ook fishery in the Bering Sea Aleutian 
Is1and& had on the crash of salmon stooks in tho Aroti.c--Yukon-KuskokwUn rogion. Other 
variables. played 8 role in 1M failure of me Chinook salmon stocJcs such as climate 
cb8nge. predation. fOod .shortageS, contamination, and byoa:tch. but .n the vadables, 
byoQtch is the on~ thing man can oonJrol. 

WB URGE YOU TO' CONDUCT AN ANALYSIS OF THE Sfl'UATION IN TIlE 
NORTON SOUND AND DETERMll.U WlIETBER. '!'HK SMALL SCALE 
COMMEIUCAL FISHING FLEET QUALIFIES FOR DISASUR ULlU. 
BASED ON OUR. OWN ltV ALUATIO)\lS AN}) FINDINGS, WE BELIEVE nm 
CAl.,L IS WARRANTED. 

S~~~/y 

:C.~ 

SNSAC Chairman 

co: Don Chapman, DoC A]i$a Praskovicb..White House 
SODAtor Lisa Murkowsld Senator Made :gegtch 
CongressmSll Don Young Doctor r.ubch~, Under Secretary NOAA 
Nelson Angapak. AFN Loretta lmllanJ, K~werak 
Karen OOlis. BSFA SNSAC Members 


