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Dear Secretary Locke: 

On May 9, 20n the USACE opened the Bonnet Carre Spillw~y to relieve the pressure from the 
Mississippi River waterway system. As j am sure you are aware. tne Bonnel-ear:re Spillway-acts " ' 

to divert the waters ofthe Mississippi River into.La%S·~g!lt9~~n. whic~ ultimately ~o'w into 
the MisSissippi Sound. The large 'release offresh-water :uarilllie.....ablions,of the Spillway· . 
inundates the salt-waters of the Mississippi So~dand greatly disrupts the unique eco-sy~eIIl, 
and subsequently. the sea-life ofthis region. Historically this}l~ led to significant negative 

", impacts to all estu.arinelm1¢ne species in coastal Mississippi, particularly the Mississippi'~ 
" oyster reefs located westward ?fthe Gulfport Ship Channel which have expenencednear total, if 

not total, mQrtality rates. 

, I am writing to you to request that you'initiate the process to implement a federal fisheries . 

, , disaster declaration as outline~ ip the M~uson~Stevens Fishery Conserva,tion and Management 


Act. We will ct;)fltinue'to'moiiitor tlie'influenCe of1lie M~sissippi River freshwater as it makes 

. '. . its way into the Mississippi So'L1lld. ',' .' " , .. :. ...,. . 
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Thankyou for your co~ideratiort o'fthis"request. 
~ '.. . ..' . , , ...: 

' . ' . ..'.,' ~. 

.. . ...~ 

'.·5 


http:iD.a..D.xt.er

