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De"'...emXr 22,2010 

TIle Honorable Juhn Baldacci 
Governor of Maine 
Augmrta, ME 04133 

Dear Governor Baldacci: 

TI:ank you for your l~tter req~esting a determination of a commercial fish~ failure for 
the Maine shcllnsh fishery due to a fisheries rel>ource disaster that resulted. from harmtlll algal 
bloom in 2009. 

The State ofMaine documented the e}(tent and economic impact ofhannful algal bloom 
events in 2009 on Mai.ne shelliish fisheries. Based on this.information, I determined thm the 
impacts met the requirements for a commercial fishery failure l:nder Section 312(a) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Pishery Conservation and Management Act. . .. 

Should Congress appropriate funds for disaster assisl.a:ncc, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Adrnini.stratiou's National Marine Fisheries Service will work with the State to 
develop an effective program for providing assist:ance to the fishery, pursuant to the requirements 
in the Magnuson-Stevens Act and any direction provided with the appropriation. 

If you have any questions, plca.-se contact April Boyd, Assistant Secretary for Legislati';e 
and Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-36fi3. 


