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This is s follor.;up to thc January 6,2U03, lemr from Scc~ctary Evans mgardhg the rrq~iest h m  
thi: gov#~gx'r sffice for a detmnbtion of n commercial &heq failwe of GLcwgia's ?due crab 
&hayt purm nt to Scdm 3 12(a) of the Memuson-Stevens F w  C@n~Wm%thn 

_-. ... bi@"$$=t (Msgnuron-S3~cns ~ d t ) .  A irllc~ 10 th. p r r + i o ~  S-Wr **mcndy 
May 8,2063"'bijd I'itgrii 'say @abIc@j &is may havrzau.&;-- -- - - , ---,,----%% .,", , ..,,. ,,.. . 

On bsbalf of the Seeretarye tbc Nzxiorial Marine Fishcries Scmicc her reviewed the jnlonmation 
yau pmuidcd :*nd other datt! on the unpmcdented d~dines in xhi: a h d m r c  of bXue crabs Q 
G e o e  wa&r:i and thc slgdf ic~lnt  bss of h c o m  to wmmcrcia) 5-a Our analysis has led 
UB to Wnmin+: tBat the blus:crab fizbc:iy has vxpericnccd a contrnesf#~I Plsksery failure due rr, s 
fish- tcsumcs diaaslw of; most tikely* natural (orhf.rwise trrrdctemhcd cxsLuse;lF, as defined by 
Settion 3 12<& ofthe Magcruson-Stevens Act. 

Assiszancc to iddress %he cornmef~:fd fishery failure will dqmd on an srppr~piadu~ fram 
Cangrem. If t pprtrpriaredd, h d s  could be ustd under Section 3 12(&) fa amfvities to assess thc 
CXX)W&C a d  s a i d  e E c c ~  of Ulcr icamfnc~cial fdlu~c, or to mston: ths fi&tt~. at pmvat 8 
sfmilax Mltm in &B f ~ e  and .ro assist rbc atTcr;lt;d fishing ~oaammity, 130wovera my such 
Mvity &rot exp& %he sizet or scope of the s o ~ w c i d  fdluxc jn the blue c& fishy or 
into o w  f!&-c%ea or gerograpbit regim~, Fwrr$ma*, the Fed& ahcvbc of the cost of the 
*dVtity its Jirrafltd to 75 percent o f  th mtal cost. 

I oppre~iaa your istarst in this impoltant issue. 


