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February 29, 2008 

The Honorable Carlos M. Gutierrez 
United States Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue NW 

---""Washirrgten~-Se-2ei!..ae, -~" ..... A!%!f=· -. .. ?!; W;! e:.~''-'!-

Dear Secretary Gutierrez: 

On behalf of Florida's commer<;:ial shark fishing industry, I respectfully request that 
you approve federal fisheries disaster relief for the many fishermen and processers 
engaged in this endeavor in Florida. I believe this request is warranted and meets the 
requirements established in Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
COnservation'arid M}!~ager:nent;Act.·of·2q06,;,$ha[~~·)ol!e.r~9'>~!lig.ered.undeq.lt~lize~,!.~ 
th:e.1-97q' ~'by :fe~eralflshery'!Jl;magElr!l:G!rJd:re,guIJ;ltIQn.!lln, 1.~8~,h?gJ~e,~~13ct of ' .. :,,::!i' ,'" 
encdUragltlg,flshlng for<s"'arks::.'-A-s.!t~e·'nd!-l$t!Yiw~!l.f9stered.by'. man.<lg~~I.tl;i.e. '("'" '" 
eco'l1ortlics:aiidl·profitabilityoUhe;.fi$h\lrY helpe(jihto,gr,ow.~n~ i!.p~_c~ri1E,l,~ .. sil:1f1iflqa.n.f' 
industry to Florida. More than half of the federal shark permits issued for the Atlantic 
and Gulf of Mexico are now held by florida fishe~men and the .current dockside value of 
sharks harvested in Florida is estimated at around $3.5 million dollars. . . 

Fishing pressure and the inability of federal ma~agers to closely monitor and control 
harvest levels have reduce(j the shark industry in Florida to a point where its continued 
economic viability is in doubt. ,.In 2007 federal commercial fishing quotas were reduced 
65% in the Gulf of Mexico to adjust for harvest "overages" in 2006.. The Atlantic quota 

- --'--was·re6t1ced..te~er~eaer-al.maflagers.shlolt.dowl'J-.tbe2007.seaSQo_in-Septembef.. __ ~. ____ -! 
Because of the imprecise mechanisms for managing quotas in a timely way, federal 
managers have now closed all commercial harvest of large coastal sharks (the primary 
commercial species in Florida) for the first 8 months.of 2008, and new regulations under 
consideratidn will almost certainly·result in continued, long-term. closures. While all. 
concerned in this issue recognize that restrictions in harvest have been necessary to 
protect or rebuild various shark speCies for the long term, the quota system in place for 
the. commercial fishery has res.ultedin severe economic hard.ship,,"i', ..... ';'.oJ, . 
:" ·(t",·-:-:~:J' ::. :·.:j:·'; ... l~ .. F.. C-,:: " ......... -:" jj : : .. :' t· ':.: ':. :, ; .. ~: ... ;. '. ':j". ;., ,.' ~ : .; : ~ ;> "',. , ':: r ;,,: '~l l; 'I :~ '.' 
, ;':8y: rn..akingitliis:r;,~q\l~st\ we;re.cQQ[1 i4e. mai.irTlp,OrtanJ <!,~t~ iJ~ !.lE1!9,d 19,b8c.a~9ffii1~E1~! 
inClulling :ttfe \~Q10Iiin~Df::aid~!1e·eqe.d,.holo"',1t :WQ,u II;!, 9.e. ~g f1;l!ni;;t~teg .(;1.119 ,YY9.etl;1I~r'feileral 
,aid -w.ould)be,. cooti Ilge.n~,or.J:state, matching ;dolla~:.: :,J::loyvever ·b!9C:"'l!s~ ;~f~th,e,~!mmed iate 
;iiiipaet!OCclJrrin€f,tOiFlorida.',s:cQIT;1m.erpiaJ},~.harl;<' il'1d ustfY,' we;be!ieye,ilIfi. .!r:r.!p_qna~~,~ ~t ) 
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step is to make a determination that this industry qualifies for federal fishery disaster 
relief. Thank you for your consideration of this request. I 
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