[image: image1.jpg]United States®

Census
2010

IT'S IN OUR HANDS






“Take 10” Turnkey Kit

Letter to the Editor 
Customize this letter with information specific to your community’s past census mail participation rates or your local challenge. Place this letter on your letterhead (if applicable) before sending. When submitting a letter to the editor, please keep the following in mind:

1. Call your local publication and ask where to e-mail, mail or fax your letter.

2. Some publications have word limits on letters to the editor. Ask your publication what its guidelines are for length or word count.

3. Localize the letter as much as possible. Elements you may want to research may include:

a. Is your state at risk of losing a seat in Congress?

b. Can you quantify the impact of an undercount?

c. What local initiative would a complete count help fund? 

4. Be sure to sign your name and include your phone number so the publication can call and verify you as the author. 

<<Date>>
Dear Editor, 

In March 2010, every household across the nation will receive a census form. Required once every 10 years by the U.S. Constitution, the 2010 Census will count every man, woman and child living in the United States. 

Every year the federal government distributes more than $400 billion to tribal, state and local governments based on census data. But a lack of participation can result in our community and nation receiving less federal funding and less access to important services and resources than we might otherwise have received. <<add information about local initiatives>>  

Census data also are used to reapportion seats in Congress and assure proper district representation in state and local governments. <<add any information about losing congressional seats>> An accurate count will help ensure the people in this community are fairly represented in all levels of government.

During Census 2000, XX percent of households in <<City/State>> returned their census forms by mail. Nationally, 72 percent did so as of the April 2000 cut-off. I believe we can do even better in 2010. That’s why today, <<I/we>> <<am/are>> issuing a challenge to everyone in <<City/State>> to take 10 minutes to participate in the census by answering the 10-question census form. Together, we can create a better tomorrow for ourselves, our family and our community. 

Sincerely,

<<Name>>

<<Title>>

<<Organization Name>








