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J)ear Dr. Mdssac: 

["his lencr is 10 fonnally 1I01ify the Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) lhallbc: mOSI 

Q'Cem sl()(:k assc~sment of petruIe 5(1Ie. cOlldllCted ill 2009. indicilted thllthe flni,) betwecn the 
biomaSll ~nd til" o\'c.-'ish,..d thtnhold (BIll, IMfT) has fallen below a vaili:' ofone. and pelrale !iOlc 
IS cOllSidered \werfbhcd. 1he National '-1arine Fisheries Service (NMFS) understands that the 
Coundl is in the proi:eSS ofcon~idering rc"i.ions 10 the Bmsy and The o>'erfishing lltre,hold fur 
pctntic..ok HO,,"CHr. regardkr;s of any le\;sion,. the' stock is 51il1 considerW. o\'crfisbcd at l1lis 
timc. "I1te o\erfi.lhed determinalion is It change in slalus as listed in the NMFS Species 
Informalion System d:ltabasc. The Couneil .....11. mIlde ""''''' of lhe change on lhe ovcrlished 
delenninalioll for petrak sole at ils No\'ember 2009 mccting. 

As yo~ kilo". Ih., ('wuci] ,ccol]lme!lded and Nt-.l rs lmplcmerlled inlcrim m~nagCm"l1( measures 
effcClil'c Jlll1l.1Jry I, 20 Io. tlUl would benefit the stock aod help fac ilitlle rebui Iding. Ikcause 
this determin~lion on petrale sole is new for 2010. thc ('ounci1 will b.: c""fling II ,,,builJinll plan 
as Am~ndmem 16-5 to the Groundfish Fislrry Mll."WIgemrnl Plan through th" 2011-2012 
I\lunagelllt"1l1 Measures and Hurve~l Spcocifi,ations prO(:e~. Through lhis rroce~s lhe' Council 
will provIde n:commenrlation.llnd suppo";ns ""illy~i~ forthe c,h:mgcs that NMFS I'>ill ~\'aluatc 

lor impl.:menlulioll. 

W" look rOf""ro \0 "".kinll""illi the CoullCll on this imponant 'srue, I'kas<: contael m~ if you 
have rillY qu\:sliol1'. 

Si~,tl
 

:/:.;,. LOCkh,n/-;t,z.t 
A~istant Regional Administralor 


