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COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

Congress of the Tnited Siates
Houzge of Repregentatibes <
Washingten, B 20515
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Dr. Rajiv Shah

Administrator

United States Agency for International Development
1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20523

Dear Dr. Shah:

We are writing in support of the United States making an appropriate commitment at the Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations (GAVI) pledging conference on June 13 in London.
The U.S. will be joined by other donors and partners and will be asked to make multi-year
pledges. With additional funding, GAVT can save the lives of four million children in five years.

As you know, the GAVT Alliance is a public-private global health partnership, created in 2000 to
save children’s lives and protect people’s health by increasing access to immunization in the
world’s poorest countries. The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that GAVI support
has directly prevented over 5.4 million future deaths since 2000. Since its launch, GAVT has
supported the immunization of more than 288 million children.

GAVI now has an exciting opportunity to make significant advances against the two leading
killers of children under five years old. Pneumonia and diarrhea cause nearly 40% of all
childhood deaths which is more children’s lives lost than to HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria
combined. If enough resources are made available, 90 million children will be given the
pneumococcal vaceine (to fight against pneumonia) and 53 million children will be given the
rotavirus vaccine (to fight against diarrhea). Childhood vaccines in particular are one of the most
cost-effective ways to save lives and prevent disease for a lifetime. Despite significant progress
made in reducing childhood mortality, nearly two million children still die each year from
vaccine-preventable diseases, Most of these deaths occur in low-income countries.

Vaccines help protect against preventable death and significantly reduce the likelihood of future
illness and disability. They help save health costs by reducing clinic visits and hospitalizations
and allowing children and adults to participate in school and work as productive members of
society. Ofien called a “best buy in public health,” vaccines have proven again and again to be
cheap, easy to administer and effective.
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The U.S. played a lead role in the creation of GAVI and continues to be a strong supporter.
However, in recent years the U.S. has provided a smaller share of overall funding. The Obama
Administration recognized the importance of GAVI by requesting $115 million in FY2012. This
conference gives the U.S. an opportunity to increase its support of this program. We hope that
you would reaffirm our commitment to saving lives by making a three year pledge, for fiscal
years 2012 through 2014, of $450 million and working with Congressional leaders to ensure this
goal is met through the annual appropriations process.

Sincerely,













GAVI Letter Co-signatories

1). Bobby Rush

2). Aaron Schock

3). Colleen Hanabusa
4). Charles Rangel
5). Barbara Lee

8). Alcee Hastings
7). Karen Bass

8). Earl Blumenauer
9). Jay Inslee

10). Edolphus Towns
11). Frederica Wilson
12). Donna Christian-Christensen
13). John Conyers Jr.
14). Mike Honda

15). Ben Lujan

16). Bob Filner

17). Donald Payne
18). G.K. Butterfield
19). Corinne Brown
20). John Garamendi
21). Lioyd Doggett
22). Lois Capps

23). Sander Levin
24). Hank Johnson
25). Jesse Jackson Jr.
26). Keith Ellison
27). Norm Dicks

28). Raul Grijalva
29). Maxine Waters
30). Leonard Boswell
31). Gwen Moore
32). Jared Polis

33). Zoe Lofgren

34). Jan Schakowsky
35). Betty McCollum
36). Jim McDermott
37). Jerry McNerney
38). Martin Heinrich
39). Shelley Berkley

40). Gerald Connolly
41). Sheila Jackson Lee
42). George Miller
43). Bobby Scott

44). Henry Waxman
45). Fort “Pete” Stark
46). David Wu

47). Chellie Pingree
48). Jim Moran

49). Andre Carson
50). Chris Murphy
51). Steve Rothman
52). Dale Kildee

53). Rosa Delauro
54}. Kathy Castor
55). Donna Edwards
56). Jim McGovern
57). Danny Davis
58}). Emanuel Cleaver
59). Rush Holt

60). Peter DeFazio
61). Chris Van Hollen
62). Al Green



