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Celebrate Our Future: Participate in the 2010 Census

Our people have always celebrated our traditions, our homelands and our existence. Now it’s time to celebrate our future by participating in the 2010 Census. According to data from the U.S. Census Bureau, half of the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander population is under the age of 30, making it one of the youngest population segments in the United States. The census can help ensure a brighter tomorrow for our communities and our future generations.

Conducted once every 10 years, the census counts everyone in the United States—both citizens and noncitizens. This monumental effort holds the potential to greatly impact life for the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander people. In fact, census data directly affect how more than $400 billion per year in federal funding is distributed to state, local and tribal governments. In your community, data could help determine which schools receive improvements, where new hospitals and community centers are built, what new roads, public transportation and housing options are planned and how funds are directed for services for people in poverty. 

In March 2010, more than 130 million addresses across the nation will receive a census form. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. Participation is easy, important and safe. 

By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both. 
By participating in the census, you can help create a better future for you and those important to you. To learn more, visit 2010census.gov.
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