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Toolkit for Faith-Based Organization Partners

Partnership Announcement: Faith Leader Messages

In publicly announcing your partnership with the U.S. Census Bureau to members of your faith community, incorporate the following messages about the significance of this partnership and the importance of the 2010 Census.

The 2010 Census is underway. 

· Building on the success of Census 2000, <<ORGANIZATION NAME>> is partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to raise awareness about the      2010 Census. As a partner, we are proud to do our part to help meet the extraordinary challenge of achieving a complete and accurate count of our population.

· In 2010, everyone in the United States must be counted. This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens. The census includes babies and young children in the count. Census forms will be delivered or mailed to households in March 2010. Households should complete and mail back their forms upon receipt. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete.

We believe <<ORGANIZATION NAME>> can make a difference. 

· We believe that our faith community has the power to make our community a better place to live, work and worship. Participating in the census is an opportunity to act on those beliefs while fulfilling a civic duty. 

<<ORGANIZATION NAME>> is supporting the 2010 Census because census data directly and positively impact our faith community and our community at large. 

· Every year, the federal government allocates more than $400 billion to state, local and tribal governments based on census data. Data gives us a voice in Congress and it aids <<ORGANIZATION NAME>> and other faith-based organizations in applying for grants to support programs and activities that are important to our place of worship. <<INCLUDE RELEVANT EXAMPLE>>. 

· Census data also guide leaders in determining locations for new places of worship, schools, hospitals, roads and more. It is used to identify where funding is needed to enhance important community initiatives and programs. An accurate count will truly affect our community for the better. 

· More immediately, at a time when our nation faces rising unemployment rates, the 2010 Census will create hundreds of thousands of temporary employment opportunities nationwide. 
· In the coming months, we will continue to share information about the census. It’s easy, important and safe, and your participation is vital. If you have questions about <<ORGANIZATION NAME>> partnership with the 2010 Census, please do not hesitate to speak with me. 
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