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e Question



Bipartisanship in the U.S. Congress ?



e Model



112 networks
evolution between sessions



govtrack.us
Easily track the activities of 
the United States Congress.



senators stacked terms:
continuity



similarity in voting patterns



e Analysis



group detection
➼ agreement groups
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75%
of Senators from 

a same party

e majority of 
groups contain at least



group ~ party
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e Results



evolution of overlap

0 %

5 %

10 %

15 %

20 %

1789 1814 1838 1863 1888 1912 1937 1962 1986 2011



decreasing
bipartisanship

since 1930s   



-0,6

-0,4

-0,2

0

0,2

0,4

0,6

0,8

1789 1814 1838 1863 1888 1912 1937 1962 1986 2011

all pairs same group different groups

evolution of agreement



increasing
antagonism

since 1990s   



105th Congress
(1997–1999)

106th Congress
(1999–2001)

107th Congress
(2001–2003)

108th Congress
(2003–2005)

109th Congress
(2005–2007)

110th Congress
(2007–2009)

111th Congress
(2009–2011)

112th Congress
(2011–2013)

Democrat Independent Republican

http://friggeri.net/research/senate

http://friggeri.net/research/senate
http://friggeri.net/research/senate


@qelf
adrien@friggeri.net
http://friggeri.net

http://friggeri.net
http://friggeri.net
mailto:adrien@friggeri.net
mailto:adrien@friggeri.net

