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Toolkit for Media Organization Partners

Partnership Announcement Letter

<<Date>>

Dear <<employee/member>>,

<<Organization>> is pleased to announce its partnership with the U.S. Census Bureau. Through our support of the 2010 Census, we hope to raise awareness and encourage participation in this historic event, and help to ensure a complete and accurate count of our nation’s growing and changing population.  

As part of our partnership, we will begin a series of initiatives to help educate the public that census participation is vital to our community and nation. The 2010 Census data will directly affect how more than $400 billion is distributed to state, local and tribal governments. Completing your census form helps ensure that our community will get its share of funding for essential services, such as new roads, hospitals, child-care and senior centers, schools and more.

As a news organization that reaches a wide and diverse audience, we will work to communicate the importance of census participation, particularly with hard-to-count populations. We will help raise awareness that every person living in the United States must be counted. This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.
Additionally, we will help to educate the public on key census milestones, including:

· The Census Bureau will mail or deliver census forms to households in March 2010. Households should complete and mail back their responses upon receipt. 

· Census Day is April 1, 2010, the official day of the population count. All 2010 Census responses should represent the household as it exists on this day.
· Beginning in late April through July, census workers will visit households that do not return forms to take a count in person. Census workers can be identified by a census badge and bag.

As a media organization, we have a responsibility to ensure every individual in our area has access to this important information. Please let your friends, family and neighbors know about this effort and encourage them to complete and return the 10-question 2010 Census form. And please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions regarding our partnership with the Census Bureau. We move forward when you send it back. Visit 2010census.gov to learn more.  

Sincerely,

<<Name>> 
<<Title>>

<<Organization Name>>





















