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IT'S IN OUR HANDS






Toolkit for State and Local Legislators
Radio Public Service Announcements
Promoting the 2010 Census through Public Service Announcements

Public service announcements (PSAs) are free, non-commercial spots on radio or television designed to alert the community about a program or issue vital to the public interest. State and local legislators should leverage their local popularity and regional influence and record PSAs to explain the impact of census data on the local community, raise awareness of the 2010 Census and encourage participation. Elected officials, or staff from the communications team, should contact station directors at local outlets to discuss stations’ individual PSA recording and airing policy.

To help with efforts, below are some sample PSA scripts.
:15 PSA script

Hi, I’m <<insert name>> and I need your help in shaping our community’s future by participating in the 2010 Census. Census data will determine representation at all levels of government as well as locations for new schools, hospitals and roads. Learn more by visiting 2010census.gov.

:30 PSA script

Hi, I’m <<insert name>> and I need your help in shaping our community’s future by participating in the 2010 Census. More than 130 million addresses across the nation will receive a short, 10-question census form in March 2010. By completing and returning the form, you will help determine how more than $400 billion per year in federal funding is distributed to tribal, state and local governments. Data collected helps determine locations for new schools, hospitals and roads and will determine how we are represented at all levels of government. Learn more by visiting 2010census.gov.
:45 PSA script

Hi, I’m <<insert name>> and I need your help in shaping our community’s future by participating in an historic event, the 2010 Census. Census data directly affect how more than $400 billion per year in federal funding is distributed to tribal, state and local governments, and will impact the quality of life in our community. Additionally, census data determine which schools receive funding for improvements; where new hospitals and roads will be built; and how we are represented at all levels of government. More than 130 million addresses across the nation will receive a short, 10-question census form in March 2010. Everyone in the United States must be counted – both citizens and noncitizens. Help your community. Participate in the census. Learn more by visiting 2010census.gov.
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