
Keys in Controlling the Non-native Plant 

Sericea Lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneata)

Effective Control

•Early detection and treatment

•Triclopyr (preferred) and or 
metsulfuron methyl based 
herbicide

•Seeding disturbed areas with 
Native Plants

•Follow up with herbicide 
treatments (spot spraying)

SPOT SPRAYING

Light & Moderate Infestations

BROADCAST SPRAYING

Moderate & Heavy Infestations

RESULT

L. Cuneata controlled in first 
year

FOLLOW UP

•Spot spraying 

•Exhaust seed bank 
(with herbicide alone 
or with prescribed fire)

•Yearly monitoring & 
retreatment as needed

HEAVY

MOW IN SPRING

WINTER Rx BURN

SPOT SPRAY

MONITOR

SPOT SPRAY 
(LATE JUNE OR 
JULY)

MODERATE LIGHT

BROADCAST SPRAY IN 
SUMMER (LATE JUNE OR 
JULY)

MONITOR

SPOT SPRAY

CONTROLLED INFESTATION

INFESTATION LEVELS

TIMELINE

FIRST 
ASSESSED

MAY

JULY

DECEMBER

MAY

JULY


