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Ms, Linda Silversmith

22 lfarding Terrace =
Horristown, New Jersey 07960

Dear Ms, Silversmith:

This letter is in. reply to your coxrespondence

'of December 20, 1973 addressed to the Administrator,

Food and Drug Aaninistration, in which you inguired
whether FDA has the authority to require makers of

tathroom fixtures +o make readily av rai oy
cabinets that lock. Your letter waa €
Commission for reply. The Consuner Product Safe
Commission is an independent Federal regqulatory agency
whose primary purpose is to Protect the public against
unreasonable risks of injury asscciated with consunmer

products,

In regard to your specific que stion, the Commigsion
has jurisdiction +o proxulgate safety standards for medicine
cabinets if reasonably nacessary to prevant or reduce an
unreasonable risk of injury associated with that product.

If the Commission determines that medicine cabinets
without locks bpresent an unreasonable risk of injury, the
Commission could commence & Proceeding to develop a standard
for medicine cabinets. I an ;oruardlng your letter to ocur
Executive DlrectOL -for further study.

Please let ne know if I may be of further assistance,

Sincerely,

A/

Michael A. Brown
General Counsel
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Cc: Secretary GC Reading ‘
Executive Dvreﬂtor ;
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f--22'Harding Terrace
Liorristovn,Nd 07960
o . - 201-267-5806
Decenver 20, 1973

Administrator - .
Foodand Vrug Administration R
wasninzgton) DC . ,

Dezar Administrator:

VAT

I am vriting to ask whether you nave the jurisdiction to
recuire — or a policy to encourage — mukers of bathroonm fixtures
to make readily available medicine cabinets THAT LOCK.

, A docking medicine cubinet wouid certainly be a neldful
Aeterrent in Xecving small caildren avay Irom drugs; yet, ituis

c€im 1s not obvicus in snow rooins or catalogs of batiiroom fixtures.
1t would be particulszrly ucsful since not all drugs are reguired
TC e rackazed in tT.e new saiety-lock 0GtELs. ’
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Sincercly,

éi;&L~;&l;hm;%k

Linda Silversmith
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