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¥Mr. HMatt W. Houstom .
Govarmcent Relations Director
National Ritchea Cabinat Association
33% k. Brecadway, Suite 248
Louisville, Rentucky 40202

Dear Mr. Houstoni

This letter is in reply to your correspondence of October 13, 1373,
in which you requasted clarificatica of am intarpretation of section 7(a)
of the Consumar ?rcduct Safoty Act (15 U.S.C. 20356(a)) provided in a
letter dated Jwne 21, 1973 from Mr. Steve Fiechtl to ¥r. Jay Duke.

The primary purposa of the Consumer Product Safety Cormission (CPSC)
i3 to protact tuz public against uarcasonable risks of injury associated
with consuwar preducts. To achieve this gesl, the Conmissicn may issue
conau=ar product safaety standardss  Sectien 7(a) of the Corsuncer Product
Safety Act 1ists the types of raguircmonts which must be included in any
consumar product safety standard promulgated by the Commissicn. That
saction states:

"eac, 7. (a) The Comaission may by rule, in <i:::::::l_
accordence with this section and sectiom 9, \

' prorulgate consumer procuct safsty standards,
A consuner product saféty steadard shall consist
of one or wore of eny of the following types of
regulrereats: (1) Regqulremants as to parformance,
conmposition, contents, design, construction, finisn,
or packaging of a cozsumer product. (2) Requirenments
that a consumer product be marked with or accompanied
by clear asd adeguate waraings or instructions, or-
raquirements raespecting the form of waruings or
instructiona. Aay requirement of such a standard shall
be reazsonubly necessary to prevent or reduca amx m-=
reagsonchble risk of injury associated with such product.
The rqquireménts of guch a standard (other thaa requira-
ments relating to labeling, werniags, or instructions) shall,
whenever fezsible, be expresscd in terss of perfermaace
requiremants.”
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The Commigsioa has noc proumulgatad a consumer product ntaadard
applicsble to kitchen csbiners. Thus, the Comaissica has no rule
requiring manofacturers to enclcsa instruction booklets and tha like

with their products. The Couvmission does, howevar, encouraga voluntary
action by manufactureras of consumar products to xeduce or eliminate any
wmreascacble risk of injury presented by consunmcy producta.

Pleasa let me koow 1f I may be of further assistance.

Sinccrély.
Original sipnsd
. Mickael A, Brewn

Michael A. SBrown
General Coumsal
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