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perspectives from

the top \

The Weather Warrior

A Powerful Weapon In The American Arsenal

here has been a grear deal of

ralk wichin our carcer field on

what womeans 1o be a " Weather
Warrior,” Ler me give you my perspee-
Ve,

Bcil:.g a warrior is more than holding
down a jobin a combar unit. Itis a way
of thinking thar combines the warrior
mentality of doing whatever ir takes o
complete the mission with being the very
hest scienutic and rechnical weather of-
ficer, NCO, or airman you can be.

Weacher is a ¢ritical part of every
military mission.

Warriors throughout history have rec-
agnized the importance of weather on
milirary operations.

Sun Tzu, the Chinese warlord of the
Sth Cenmury B.CL, said weather was see-
ond only to politics in war.

Gearge Washing-

ron used a slect and ” . Lives depend on
your ability to give timely,
accurate, and relevant
weather information to
the rest of the country’s
warfighters.”

rain Sorm Lo win
the Bardle of Trenron
in December 1776,
Sarprised in the
open, the British
could not keep their
powdcr and ﬁring
pins dry, while the

Continental Army

by Brig. Gen. Thomas J, Lennon

Air Force Director of Weather

riod for the raid on the Son Tay POW
camp. These are josta fow examples of
the tremendous impacr weather has on
milirary operations when the weacher
warrior by integrated into the military
opcration.

Unforwunately, in the wake of the
Yiemam War, our warrior focus hegan
to crode. W warried more abow bay-
ing new systems, and less about influ-
encing the naure of warfare. This
decline had a direct impact on military
sperations, with the failure of the Tra-

nian hosiage rescue mission as the most

visible failure.

Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Lennon
Air Force Director of Weather

_

fired ar will.

[n World War 11, the Allied forecase-
ers accurately predicted the conditions
:ilum& the French coast and launched the
D-Day invasion of Normandy. Mean-
while, the German mercorelogists were
not as integrated into the operations and
the German Army relaxed their defenses,

General Eisenhower claimed “The
Allies prevailed becavse of superior me-
teorologists.” In thar context, The meant
the Allizs prevailed because the weacher
warriors were fully integrated into the
whaole operation.

During Viemam, a ream lead by Li.
Col, Keith Grimes forecast the only 12

hours of “ep” wearther in a 38-day pe-
= 7
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Weather was not iotegrared during
DESERT ONIL — there were no
wearher warrlors present.

Suntayana wuid " Those who cannet
remember the past are condemned o
repeac it 1'd like o turn this around to
sav " Those who can remember the past
can recreare e

We've begun to ger thar focus -- the
warrior attitude — back. 1t whar makes
us work the long hours of an increased
operations wnipo. sweat through Com-
bar Lighming. and deploy for long peri-
ods away from family and friends.

It is what makes us do whatever it
takes to get the mission done. We are
focusing on how o make our military
hetter prepared for whatever the nition
needs us 1o do,

This wardior auiwde is independent
of whar positions we AU within AFW,
An NCO forecaster pitching tenes in
Korea with the Army, an action officer
at Fleadguarters Air “Wearher Service,
and a stafl mereorologist ar an Eglin
ATB, Fla., test facility all need wo bring
the warrior attitude to their jobs -- and
do wharever it 1akes 1o ger the misaion
done.

Whether the Air Torce is bringing
disaster relich, developing the nexo gen-
cration fighter. promoting peace op-
erations, or putring bombs on targer,
we are looking for ways te exploit the
weather to advance America’s ability o
project air and space power.

Lach of you knows that, quite lit-
erally, lives depend on vour ability ro
give timely, accurate, and relevant
weather information to the rest of the
country’s warfighrers.

Every aspect of our opuerations —
forecasts, climarology. bricfings, ob-
servations. system development —
impacis national milicary operavions
on a dailv basis,

We contribure a powerful weapon
to the American arsenal — foresight
of the weather, and ies impact on mili-
tary missions, This sets vou apart from
ather weather agencies, and  makes
each of you a Weather Warrior,

Remember Santayana — remem-
ber the weather warrior past, and rec-

reate i,

Have a question for General Lennon? Write to: HQ USAFIXOW, 1490 Air Force Pentagon,

Washington, D.C. 20330-1480.
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Know Your Geography

Former AWS Commander Offers Advice

{Note fram Col. Joseph D, Dushaa,
AWS Commander: T am very pleased to
devote this sranth's colunin to an article by
revived Maj. Gen, Johm W Collens, the
AWS commmander Fone 1974-75. {Faztil
recently be wwas alw the predident of the
Air Weather Asspciation,

in bis coper letivr, Geweral Collens
shared @ fresh perspeciive on "Back to Ba-
sice, supported fnitial skills sraininyg for
:.'.!-."!_", commissioined :J.'r.":'urufug.;sf.-, and
offered iasightfl obrervaticis abaut the
current stare of our milirary weather bnsi-
eSS,

“f am offering the arucle to stimulare
those forvcasters who may be scope read-
ers. " Cieneral Collens wrote. "Unfor-
marely, wome vely on Air Force Global
Weather Cenrsal o do (all) the work and
resart to bring fietde
mgre than annpuncers. "
You'll find bis ideas | “You,
H’)U.!'l'_f.l'l?.' ;J.-'yz,’rli',"a.'lf{ —
and a bir uncomfore-
able, | s':?ﬂ‘!)t' e article
sparks ierinus debate
abont gur recimical el
iefeatific respoinsibili-

s T‘rj'e {Ti'a'.'-['ll." |‘|'.'."4"|’4"i‘-

Feayes gliy slyeis /ﬁ)’

reieice i base weather
stardfons aned )'.'r.l:m [t

dure a mere deiailed |

the

weather forecaster,
can make the differ-
ence between good
or poor advice to the warfighter.
Know the geography and earn the
accolade “good ol’ Stormy”. Your ca-
reer depends on it.”

Mdaj. Gen. (ret.) John W, Collens
Commander, Air Weather Service (1974-75)

by Col. Joseph D. Dushan
Commander

Air Weather Service

producing a good lorecast,

Ask lang-term cesidents of Denver or
Colorado Springs — rhey know that the
Front Range of the Rockies shapes the
local weacher differently than a similar
pressure pattern in the Grear Plains.

Currently, Air Force policy discour-
ages “homesceading” ar a base. There-
fore, vou must acquire local knowledge
from an assorcment of aids. Stare with a
relicf map.

A three-dimensional modd should be
a standard fixture ar every base weather
station. Review rhe bases climaiic faces

<A

local k

| 7‘,‘%’/

discussion about Air

Force Weather ﬁma".rn.w.-mr'.-'. I bis cover
ferier, Geserad Callens concluded, “le is iny
wish that those whe vead this article will
ry & G the et at their cre, Faid FARN
those chicf stripes or cagles. " Me, too, Gea-
eral)

II:IV; revived Muy. Gen, folor W Collens
AWS Comneradder (1974-75)

tis no accident that mcteorology
is heing l.ulghI at the ULS. Alr
Force Academy (Colo) in the
Department of Geography., Tercain in-
{luences local weather, Knowing the ge-
ography ol vour area is essential 1o

4

that produced the weather history while
referring 1o the map wpes Gnalogue).

Without these three introductions to
the local area, vou will not produce good
forecasts.

I'he base weather station’s ibrary muy
contain a book of empirical rules valid
for vour locaticn. These time-tested
weather roadmaps lead the forccaster
from centrally produced surfice and
upper-air pressure chares o logical con-
clusions influenced by terrain,

While stationed ar Shaw AFB. S.C
in the 1930s, [ routinely used the em-

pirical rules documented by the merco-
rologist husband/wife team, Oliver and

h

I.). George. of Eastern Airhnes, Tlete my

copy behind when 1 PCSed Trom Shaw.
ITirs suill available. this data spelled ou
for the inquiring mercorologisas the in-
Nuence of the Appalachian Mountains
upon approaching fronts and Last Coast
weather.

Mountain ranges and rtheir feorhills
greatly influence the pragress of froneal
syatens, Occlusions often-times result
from a range hampering the movement
afa front Orographic lift and downslope
warming are other facets o be consid-
ered at bases near the world's many
mountainous regions. Large bodies of
water nearby must also be considered (for
example, the Grear Lakes bring abun-
dant snow ]l o Buffala).

Centrally produced terminal forecasts
by those not familiar with local influ-
CNCes are sometimes (some say often)
lacking in detail. [t is nor unasual re find
all of the local relevision ainnouncers fail -
ing to call tor a weather event, Afrer all,
their weather forecasts are read [ront the
sume sheet thar is produced au a cencral
Yocation.

The foregoing 15 nor ro malign
AFGWC or the Nanonal Weather Service.
The complexity of medern mewcorology
demands centralized preducrs. frwould be
too manpowsr-intensive to produce all the
maps and chares locally. To ensure timeki-
ness, todays forecaster must rely on the
tools that automarion has provided and
then tailor the forccast,

A good forecaster will always cusiom-
ize his or her advice with lecal knowledge,
That knowledge must be derived from a
detailed study of geogmphic influences and
application of empirical rules,

If vou parrot vour advice by simply

See ROADMAP
continued on Pag_e 22 {
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View

Training At The Schoolhouse

Working Hard To Meet The Needs of Weather

(Note from Chicf Hoy: Itk becir 7 busy
year for the weather training {light ar
Keecler AFB, M. They bozair with
.-‘;:lzp[cr,l.lr;.':“fﬂg and ff?t.'n‘ :1'~£rh'r!rrr.5rr.{{ r/}r
stgle scheolhoise, a change of leaderdiip,
twn burvicane evacwations, a visit by the
At Forre Chief of Stafll hosting the Aiv
Force Wearher Funcrivnad Reviews train-
ing and mare training,

I arbed Maj. Mike Babcock, the
weather flight commandes, and Seaior
Maseer Sgr. Rick Ficke, the u:q"(:!.i'r.:"r_ﬂ.l;q.lrr.r
i ':rru;.'f'n.r.l"r:r:. o gf.!q' iy R H;Jrfr?.’r' 7k
whats abead for YOUR scheel, This ar-
ticle talle abour their mission and vision,
several inittatives w0 Gnprove our gradu-
ales, d q.'t."('.{' J’aa& 2 CRITEH! CONPRES, and
fl’?l.‘ CHstomier r.'('l:{{rf](?(‘v{; Pl'qu'ﬂiﬁj.)

ur mission 15 to develop and

rain military protessionals 1o

be weather
Warriors.,

This deceptively
simple statement says a
lot. We do more than
train people in the ar
and science of miliary
\\'u,_'.'[r]'l-;r. \'\'ft: hcfp dc—
velop them into effec-
tive officers and airmen.

In owr inital skills

courses, we build on

by Chief Master Sgt. Jim Hoy
Air Force Weather

Superintendent of Weather

in the Air Foree Special Operatons-
sponsored Afr Commando Roem (they
got here first, but we encourage all other
MAJCOM 10 sponsor one or more class-
room) — 1 room filled with photos of
their nussion and weather warriors in
acuon.

We alse starred a serles of Wearher and
War vignetes, edited by our own Marine
Master Sgr. Wade Piar to show the role of
weather and weather people in the history
of warkare,

To help bring warfighting closer to
home, we started War Story Nights ro tap
the experience of many of our instructors

“We're dedicated to training your
people to help you accomplish your
warfighter’s mission and to move
from ‘cope and avoid’ to ‘anticipate
and exploit’ the weather!”

Maj. Mike Babcock
Weather Flight Commander

Keesler AFB Weather Schoolhouse

their military training

and arm them with the knowledge and
slills to become productive members of
your weather ream sooper than ever be-
forc. In the able forecisier course, we
“re-blue” eur students and give them a
chance to share experiences and learn
from cheir counterparts in the Navy,
Marine Corps, and vven the Coast
Guard.

warfighting — the very core of exisience

Our vision is 1o (rain for

for our military and weather operations.

‘1o do this. we undertook several ini-
tiatives. Bodh of us go 1o each new ini-
ual skills, able forecaster, and officer class
to help instill chis vision in our students,
In addiriou. every ininal skills class siarts
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m aperations ranging from Grenada and
Pariima to Sowhwest Asia. Our goal is 1o
give our students a sense of real war-fight-
ing expericnee and build in chem a weather
WArIIOr spiriL.

Our initial skills course graduates
aren’t just ebservers—they've been
trained on the basics of mereoralogy and
should be useful to you in other roles,
They now come to vou having expen-
enced weather station operations labo-
ratory and two weeks of combat/ficld
skills training, including a week in 1he

ficld av Hurlbure.

On the able torecaster course side, the
rapid changes created some confusion
over school assignmaents. Forecaster
school includes two separate courses and
bath must be completed. The school is
still a PCS and students must have 36
months of retainability following gradu-
ation hefore they are assigned 1o us. We
verified these requirements and all mili-
tary persannel ﬂighrs should now have
the correce daga.

Afeer all these major changes, we defi-
nitely need your feedback. Many of you
have already returned our inital skills
course gr:ldll:lt{' ASHCHSIMTAT S0CVEys and
they'll suon be implemented for officer
graduates, tao. We're also developing our
own surveys for the able forecaster and
supplemental courses.  We take vour
comments very serionsly — we answer
o our wing commander on any raring
less than sarisfactory.

We're working hard to focus vhe
schoolliouse to mect the peeds of AW
and our sister service weather commu-
nities. This is where it all l‘lcgim!

By the way, we'll be looking soon tor
outstanding NCOs 1o replace our ini-
tial cadre ar Keesler. If you want o in-
fluence the career field for the nexet
MWCTITY YOATS, consider an instructor tour
here at the schoolhouse — you'll train
the furure leaders of AFW,

Were dedicated to training vour people
to help you accomplish your warfighter
mission and to meve from “cope and avoid”
1o “anticipare and exploit” the weathen!

It you have ANY questions or com-
ments, please contact s,

For inidal skills course questions, call
Mr Garey Simants ar SN 397-0300. For
the able forecaster course, call  Senior
Master Sgt. Mike Duughcrty ar [DSN 597
1957.

Contact Chief Master Sgt. Jim Hoy at DSN 224-7410 or by electronic mail at

“Thoy@pafosud.hg.af.mil"



merican meteorological

AWS Just ‘Peachy’ In Atlanta |

Air Weather Service Wows AMS Crowds

Capt, Margo Bjorkman, rieht, from HO AWS, demonstrates the now MetTIPS 1o (from Maj. George Whicker, HO AWS. demon-
lefii Lt Cod, Judson E. Stadley, Assistant Fedeval Coordingtor for Meteorologicad Ser- steates the Tuctical Forecestiing Svstem o
vire and Nupporting Rescarch, Silver Sprisigs, Md.; Air Force Divector of Weather Brig,  wan AMS antendee.

Cien, Themas L Lennon: and AWS Commander Col. Josepht D, Dushan,

ABOVE LEFT:

Staff Set. Richard Stomiisky shoves General Lennon some of
tre products available from the Alr Force Combat Climiaiol-
ogy Cemter:

ABOVE:

Ceipt. Mark D Conner from Aiv Force Global Woeather Cen-
freid tathy ro anothor AMS attendee during a poster session.
LEFT:

Whore do former Air Weather Service Commanders go? Into
the private sector, that s where! Several former conmmanders
cot togetlior with cirrent AWS connmander Caol. doseplt D,
Drishan (eonrery for this phoso during the AMS activitios. From
feft 1o vight are: retived Brig. Gen. George Chapnran, 1982-
88 retived Brig, Gen. dohn £ Keliy, Jr (1985891 Coloned
Dushan: retived Brig, Gen, Alhert 1o Kachn, tr. (1978-82),
e retired Col. Gegrge Lo Froderick, dr (1991-93).
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Opportunities In Europe

Much ‘Real-World’ Experience To Be Gained

nh the 617th Weather

squadron the fearure

story of this month’s O8-

SERVER, this is a good nme 1o dis-

cuss the many epportunites available
in Lurope,

I'm not wlking about the beer. fsh
and chips, or schnitecl, but that is onc
positive aspect of the assignment. I'm
talking about the many “real-world”
operational opportunities supporting
not only Air Force units. bur many key
staff, joint service. and even Army
anits (From ficld units 1o headquar-
ters-level),

More than 50 vears ago. the Nor-
mandy landings occurred with more
than 133,000 allicd troops wading
ashore in wave upon wave, driving
Hitler’s armies back
and regaining a foot-
hold i occupied Eu-
rope.

Almost 11 months
to the day later, May
8. 1945, Germany
surrendered uncondi-

tionally, ending
World War ! 1n Lu-
rope.

Tragically, the new

“In addition to the job
opportunities and inter-
esting things to see, just
think of the operational
experience you’ll gain
while you work with Western and pos-
sibly Eastern military personnel.”

by Maij. John D. Murphy
Air Weather Service

Chief of Personnel

tinue 1o be opportunides in Furope de-
spite recent drawdowns, [ order to con-
rinue U.S. influence in the affairs of
Europe and to have a major say in cast-
crn Luropean security developments,
Furope will continue to offer many op-
portunities for the carcer-minded of-
ficer.

“The bedrock of United States secu-
rity policy remains the commitment to
Furope.” said Walter B, Slocombe,
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy.
“We will remain [ully invelved in Lu-

ropean seeuriry issues,”

Moj. John D. Murphy

Chief of Personnel, Air Weather Service

peace, hoped {or by so

many for so long, developed into a
troubled and divided peace — the
“cold war” ensucd which divided 1iu-
rope between East and West, Lven
though the wall which physically di-
vided Last and West [or these many
vears is gone, trepidation in the West
continues, regarding the intentions of
many former Lastern Bloc nations (es-
pecially those with ongoing civil un-
rest).

Because of our commitments to the
Unuted Nations (U.N.). the North
Atlantic Treary Organization {(NATQ).
and our many allies, there will con-
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In order 1o meet thosw commitments,
there are staff pasitions ar US. Air
Forces in Lurope (USAFLE/DOW),
Ramstein AB, Germany, and at the
617th Weather Squadron (sce featured
article, pages 12-15),

There is central forecast experience
to be gained at the European Meteoro-
logical and Oceanographic (MLITOC)

Farccast Cenrter Jocared ar Traben
Trarbach, Germany (Der. 4, 617th
WS) as well as many command op-
portunities available, spreading across
Lurope from RAF Lakenheadh, Unived
Kingdom (48th OSS/OSW) 10
Vicenza, lialy (OL-L, 617th WS)., In
addition, there’s special aperations as-
signments at RALY Mildenhall, United
Kingdom {352nd SOG/SOWT) and
Vaihingen, Germany (SOCEUR Scaff
METOC Officer).

In addition to the job opportunitics
and interesting things to see. justrhink
ol the aperational experience vou'll gain
while you work with Western and pos-
sibly Fastern military personnel.

Miliary-to-military relationships
have developed, allowing the U.S. and
Russia to strike landmark agreements.
These agreements enabled them wo
field o joint 4,000-member force in
Bosnia-Herzegovina to carry out ¢n-
gineering, construction. and transpor-
tation duties insupport of the planned
60,000-member NATO-led peace
force.

You'll also come into contact with
people and cultures thar millions of
Americans pay billions of dellars a
vear 1o experience — and be paid
while vou do idd I'm not saving i1l
be anc big vacarion, bur whar an cx-
perience 1o tell your grandchildren
abourt,

In any case, review last month’s “Al-
manac” issue and look at the many dif-
ferent opportunitics available to vou in
Europe — TI'm sure you'll like the job
and you'll love rhe location,

If you have specific career questions, suggestions for future articles, or issues
which you need answered, my mailing address is: Maj. John Murphy, HQ Air
Weather Service, Director of Personnel (AWS/RMP), 102 West Losey St., Room

105, Scott AFB IL 62225-5206 or DSN 576-4895 ext. 344, or E-Mail

“murphyj@hgaws.safb.af.mil”.
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Women In Weather

Serving Proudly Today And Throughout History

Did You Know?

March s Federal Women's History
Month? “This vear's theme ds “See His-
vory in 1 New Way™, so featared this
moanth are women who were “PI0O)-
NEERS IN WEATHER

[t was not lang ago when women were
excluded from the uniformed services.
While women have always plaved a vil
role in the defense of our navon and have
served proudly, thev often served silently.
Did you know?

Frances L. Whedon. a civil servani,
served as the unofficial chief of the me-
teorology scotion from 1942 until she
()ﬁki.l”_y assunied the position in 1947.

President Roosevelr signed o hilt May
15, 1942, ostablishing the Women's
Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC). The
Women's Army Corps (WACs) was os-
rabdished the following summer,

by Ms. Lil Wilbur
Air Weather Service

Chief of History

These women were all voluneeers and
were rrained at Fort [es Moines in Towa.

Did You Know?

General Henry “Hap™ Arnold was a
staunch supporrer of women in the mili-
rary. Some 50,000 WACs served under
his command in the Army Air Forces
during World War 11,

Although a majority of the wamen
warked in the clerical arena. many at-
tended technical schools for job special-
ties such as aireralt mechunic, clecerical
specialist, control tower operator as well
ag wearher observer and {orecaster.

By May 1943, the fiest WACs were
Lreing assigned 1o AWS sareside units,

U.S. Aif Fores Phato (1977}

Auamidentificd dropsonde systems operaior works with the ML-615 “Rainfiow Wheel”

which determines temperatire, londin. und dewpoint,

8

Courtesy AWS History Clfice
An wnideniiffed enlisted weather special-
st cltecks weather clarls.

Did You Know?

Women Air Force Service Pilors
{(WASDPs) became a vital addition to the
Army Arr Forees” Weather Service.

These female pilots ferried aircraft
from the manufacturer to the bases aver-
seas. One of these pilows, Jacqueline
Cochran, a name familiar o many in
aviation, went on to become General
Arnold’s first WASP Director.

The duty of the WASPs assigred o
the Army Air Forees’ Wearher Wing and
other Weather units was prim:lrily )
ceplace piloes who were qualified for
combat. Upon assignment with rhe
Wing, these pilos were given refresher
rraining
function was to ferry personnel on vari-

in meteorology, Their primary

ous inspection or administrative trips
and haul meteorological cquipmenr
when necessary,

When the Commander of che
Wearher Wing, Colonel Senter, looked
back on the inception of the WASE pro-
gram he belicved noc only thar o was a
job well done, hut that high standards
were established in the arcas of twechni-
cal proficiency and loyaley,

OBSERVER



Did You Know?

The Women in the Air Farce (WAT)
program waus cstablished by an acr of
Congress in June 1948,

A voung woman who had been part
of the WASP forces complered training
as a weather observer and. as a corporal.
completed forecaster school. Once thar
was completed, Mary Scantand applied
for and was granted a commission. When
assigned to the 20ch Weather Squadron
in Tapan, she was partcularly adepr at
presenting weather briefings 10 combat
pilots since she had, as a WASE flown
muny of thase same atreraft,

(NOTE:  The WASP program ended
weith o5 inactivation 1a December 1944,
Theie women were cowd sevvants, NOT
considered active military ar that time.
These wamen truly fnspived Awerica wich
their devotion and total support.)

Did You Know?

Sergeant Vicki Esposito had rwo {finse
for AWS: she is believed o be the first
SWALT 1o be assigned as a regular
crewmember with weather reconnaissance
aa part of the 53rd Weather Reconnais-
sance Squadron, and. while with the 33rd
WRS, she served as ANYS first fomale drop-
sonde operator,

Senior Master gt Olive Falze spent
26 vears in the Air Forge: 12 with ANYS.
She enlisted in the Army Air Corps in
1944, was trained in weather observing
ae Williams Field, Ariz., was subsc-
quently l'c;ls.\'lgncd as an administrative
specialist, and fAinally was assigned o the
drh Weather Wing as Personnel Scrgeant
Major.

Upon compiletion of the NCO Acad-
emy i 1954, she arrived at AWS where
she held many difterent positions includ-
ing NCOILC, Officer Assignments and
NCOIC, Direcorate of Plans and Re-
quirements. A WAL barracks ar Scou
AFD {demolished juse a few short years
ago), was dedicared w this woman who
pave 26 years of outsanding service 1o
her counrry,

These women and so many others
were ploncers, They set the standard of
excellence that we are challenged 10
maintzin and which is so readily visible
today noronly in our unifermed women
but in our civil servants wo!

March 1996

Pt from tormes Ay At Fotes Trainieg Commard, H2 AAF Weatsar Flying Tradning Sommand, Sanln.: Cald,
Sergeant Christing £ Meancr (right) follows the movements of a pidot balioon with the
theolodie, ax Li. C.1 Nolan checks the reporis.

Fhato lrym AAFTF, HQ AAFFWFTC
WAC Private fst Class Angela Michae! uses a clinometer o test clovd ceiting ot Cardsbad
Arnee Air Base, N
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AIR FORCE MERITORIOUS
SERVICE MEDAL

Master Sgi. Andheny A, Pearson. 2150 ASUSASN, For Frik, $a
Tech. Sgl, Romnle Cabdwell 151 CS5A05W, Kadeows &0, Japan
Senlor Master Sgu Leosard L, Ceeple, 7710 ORS05%, MeClellan AT Calit b OLEs
Capt. Gary L, Welch, 11k OS508 W, Linke Hivk AFPH. Ark
Maj. Larry 1., Moore, Ir) Weather Fligh, Font Sl ersen, Ga érd 0060
Mastir SgLoPhil R. Carter. 2od WF Fun ScPherson, Ga (st 000
AIK FORCE

I _I . | ] COMMENDATION MEDAL

Tech. Sgi. John %, Galllase. I D5508W, McChond ATR, Wash

S1alT Syt Kenacth Brooks, 27w ASCSIASW, Ford Polk. La

Tech. Sl Brian Skciliams, a4 O5505W, Holloman AFT, N W

¥t L Michael J. Caliomna, 63 5t AMOCTHOAE, Trav s AFR. Calil

Fall Sgb Belan W, Andersam 1nh ASCSSn BRG0A L Pont Camphbe 1 K (T OL
Il Li. Timohy J. Hull, AFIT, Unlsrada Siate Dnnemaly, Gieeles, Cuhes

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL

Capl. Daniel A, Vasenko, |5 ASOSS SHGCA L Fon Caingbell, Ky
AIR FORCE

Illl I“I ACHIEVEMEINT MEDAL

Tech. Sgl. Lata nya L. Wadls, &2 DSER15W Mot hond AFB, Wash

SialT Sgt, Shane P Casibe, A2n0 DRS005W, Mol hord & FB, Wash

Sendor Airmin Michael A, Raansay | S0l 355005 W, MoChord AFRE Wb
Stull Sgy, Gury N, Shav, | 2 OSST0W, Rordeiph AFB, Teasn

Senlor Airman Brisn Thomas, THh GESO05 W, Kadena AR L'.r\-lr'

Srall S0, Brian W, Andeesan. 1Wh 450505 h SFGEAY Fepl Canmbel], Ks
S1adf 5g1. Travis L. Leagmipe, |%h ASCSSh SRGEA L Fan Camghell, Ky
Master Sgt. hevin B Metrarrigle, 42t0h c39500W, Thever ATH, Thel

Tech, Sgo. Moward A, Cowell, fro 4200 05508 W [over AFRE, Dl o 1 G

ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

Capl. Danlel A, Vasenko, 191 ASCSSS0E SFGHA), Fon Camplell, Ky
AIR FORCE

I-l GOOD CONDLCT MEDAL

Sendur Airman MMichael A Hamsay. 62nd DS505W, MeChonl AFH, Wash
Sender Mavier Sgi. Amibrew Miller, Sonh GSS05W, Luke AFE, At
StafT Sgi. Roberl Alesander. Dat. L 500h WA, Sagamuny Hill Radi Solar Obsepvator:, Mass

JOINT MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD

S1aff Sgt. Brian W Andiran, |90 AS0SSb SFGLAS. Fort Cemphell. By 12nd OLC)

AIR FORCE OUISTANDING UNIT AWARD

1%th ASRCES/Sth SFGAS, For Campbell, Ky dome [ Y500 May 340 10

PROMOTIONS

Rabert F. Cooby. | 1ih Weather Flight, St Lous, Mo JANGH

Mark Flizgerald, 1516 055050 Kadena AL D
Chrstapher G Smithoo, Vhoh DS 0 Ll
aanileh AL Vasenko, |Hh ASOSEh SFGA L Foad Camplell, Xy

10

&

ale B, Roth, Je. 10E O5505W, Bador AR lopae

«

Michael E. Budii. 43540 OSS05W. Dhvier AFH. 3] 8 1T ER promateci
Darry] L, Guilford. 1210 WF, Amlrows AFH. Md rANGS
Christopher M. Rombali, 2o WE Fust MoPhoraon, Ly

&

Nealt Mazur. b2l OS5005W . 80U bend AVB, Sady

Samuel R Mas@eld, [9h ASO5850 SFCE A Fort Camphel], ¥
Joha €. Cobb, 2071 WF indusmapodis. Ind. (3580

Mark I, Cope, 205700 WE Tinlis sl JANGH

David ). Fulghum, | 2TihWE, Forbes ANGH, Ramen e ANG)
Monty B. McMabaa, 2070 W E Iadianapalis, [l (4%

«

Laalie K. CamphoH. G2od (s s Mo hord A58 Wk
Gary N, Shaw, 120 OSSO Kardolph AFR. Tonas

Travis ko i Fort Lxingiheel, K
Mark L. din, 14950 WE, Channel| 1«0 Call (ARG
Alhert J. Garcla. 1'#%h W, Charnel T+lar i d AN

Rios A, Davis, 20700 WE Induanapalis, fod 14500

N

Sbbchael E. Adkina, 8 2th DSSTHOW, Rapekolpl AFR, Toxas
{Uhristlan P firace. 20l OSSO0EF Mope AFR.N U iBekw The 20000

7

Junel P Heldebrink | 2l €35 50055, Mo hond AFE, Wash
Ltz M, Redilin, 21a ASOSASW, Fon Ml La

HBrian Volgl. 56th DSSAOSW, Luke AF 1, Arig

Sylvia Faclimg TTah D55A05W, Mad ke llan A FIE Calif
Fordea M. Engtbih, 47od 0508 F Mavsedl ATH. Als
Matthew A, Bosd, 47150 Q5508 W, Lo i AFE, Tavas
Diaminn Madivon. 3510 Wealhet Sqoadron. Panck A7 Fla
Bande M. Geedes, 300K ORS05W, Whaeman AFR. Mo
Jennifer L. Sharl, $UE4h DSS05W, Whteman AFE. Me
Logas T Bayer, Sk DES0%W, Whilsman AFTR. Ma

S

Lance Stringham, 0lod QSSOSW, MeChed AFE, Wah
Michael W Jomes, dih D5S008%W, Soymour Jobmun ARG N

HAILS AND EARWELLS
ksl LA, Exic £, Sorbsa — o Oz AFE, Sebc, from d2nd OF508W, Mol Tonl AFS. Wash
Tech Sgr. Scubd Muryr — 10 Cpmp Stantey. Komea, rom il 05505, o0 hged AFR, Wash
Nirvnan 5 Class Roveo Minetth — 0 60md CRS0EW, Sleilhonl AT, Windi. [nen Kpsker AFB. M
Mirman Lance Stringham — o Bnd ORS00, MeChond AFE. Wasb . drom Keesder AFH. Mo
Airnian Inl Class Tamt J. Azeltine — an Korea, from 21l ASOS/ASW, Fon Pali, 1a
Tich, Sgt. Toshel Harmel] — 40 Pt Keowmach, Chormmamy., [roeny Pl SERAEW, Hothmeen AFH, N
A Inf 4 Tay Brtwest Remneddy — o S0ch G R0, Hollosan AT N ML dream Keesker AR, M
Airviman 1n Clasa Kimeherdy Grodse — o 30 CIRS0GW, Heolkorsn AFTL SONL (e Keesber AFIL S
S1alT Sgl. Paal Torrgs — fo [5th ORSEW, Kadona A Jap foan Mcbaune AFE.
Kzl S, Kevin Wendt — 1o [30h DSS0SW, Kadena A1 Japan. 4 Mavell AYE. Ala
Seidur Abrmian Cheri Degeyter — 1o 1Bk QRSAOSW, Kadens AR, lapan. [hom Remler AFTL Miw
Adrimair Lst Class Kimberly Paegley — ta {1 8ih OSS0EW, Kadera Atk Japac Irgis Hill 4351 1ah
15t L. Julis Borowadk — o Faincs AFR. Fla  fram 130 OS5A05W, Kadena A%, Lnpan
Staft Sgt. Jimany Sealf — o Langley AFR. Va | dnem 18 Q5 5/005W. Kadena 4 5. Japan
Senlor Airman Briwn Thomas — i Heevder AFTE Sls Do 18 OR5805W, Toudens AT lapan
St A rveesy o Bboprila — o B0TC U mpornaty of s Hoarmgsd m 1 gh B, Kot AL Lapn
Sanior Maserr S, Loswnard L. Corepied w 0 Tith CRRCEW, Ml PR, Call . froan Rareem Afe, Gormsny
il L, Juelsn T. Patlon - to |enh GSSTW, Huilbaa Field, Fla . fiom Anderen AFT. Goamn
Ist Li. Slichasl J. Calldonrm - 1061 Sth AMCNTTEOAEW, Trawas A FIL Calil, drem Hhl] AFTS, Liah
Capd. Dandel & Vasenkn — 6 ¥AS Penacods. Fla. Too 1th ASCESh SFCLA L o Carnphell, Koy
Tt Sigt. Samsie? K. 3oyl - 10 Fart Caraon, Lk, i 1988 ASCES St S0 AL ot Camphicil, Ky
SetiiearAdrmsn Steven D, Adame - b | ShASOESH SFCA L For Cangiit, Ky, Fom Booder 8FT, M
NialT Sgt. Jomd Conway - 0 31dh OESOSW Lilke Rock ATR. Ark . trom Kessler AFR. Miss
Adceian L CTass Mielissa Anm Kalla — 00 Wah OSSO0, Direr AFE el from Fadoss AT lapan
Alrman s Class Kory L. Iverum — 164 Wb CSSI0SW, Dever AFB, Del . Fom Keesler AFTE M
Abrman 1st Class Namey A, Tranter— e Eglin AT Fla (roan 4 kah QER05W, Uever AFR. Del
Tevh. 3. Eric Bombam - 30§ 500h WE Charlodie, WO, o TAHD W Wallos Grove, Pao 0 AN
Teeh. S fohn H. Walthiffing - 0§ (6 WE Ao Thend AFH. S5 from 1280 WE Peat i, Orc
Nirmen 1 Class Leos M. Sebwonedel 50 1 230 WE Posthand, Che . froam 42000 WE Mibwaukes, Wi
Airman Sean Brran - fo Mavaet] AFQ, Ata  freen 140k TTS. Keesler 3F0. Mt
Airman Ysi Class Scatd I - ro Maoswell AT, Al biom 23300 TT5. Eeeslar ATE. M
Master %gi. Richard A, Pratd — 10 Scodt AFDL 1 from Mavwell AV, Ala
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Seprikosr ran Senmifer Carrmoi — e Camp Rod £ oo Ko, (mm v SS05W Scvmes ol AT N ©
Airman Jamileh Parker - 1@ ATIhOSS05, Laaghlin AFE, Teiss, | AT Mass
Lsi 1L Jimly Rewecky - 4o 25th Wealher Sagoasdon., Panck 41 Flg. fiomn RAF il L. Englasl
el Nt Jaries Anuberi -0 & Wnathir Sapsdrn, Patnck A58 i R, DT AP, Nt
Airman Isd Class Mickael Tharaluary - sviano A5, [aly 4%h WS, Fauiek AF. Fla
Sapiisan Il Class Andenhs Porsley - o 15 Fori Wainwrighi. Admdos, Croan Fort Rikey, Kansas
Capl. Rabert J. Carmall, 1 - 40 HO ACT, Langloy AFIE Vo from Jred WF, Fon ScMhomos, G

REENLISTMENTS

FTuh O SA0EW, Laughln AFT. Tevan

RETIREMENTS
Tech, Spil. Roanie Caldwel) 1th O5S08W, Madens AR, Lapas
ST SgL Timothy Macan, 15ib OS5008W, Ksdens AR, Lipan
4. Lol Jsseph L. Crarnd nd WE. o Meteran. G
Maj, Larey L. Muotre, Znd WE Fard MoPherson, Qa
Master Spl. Phil R Carter, 2l WIS Fort McPhenon, Ga

Treh. Sgt. Raul Loyg-Ridrigucs

SEPARATIONS

Seator Airman Mellssa Baurne. | =i D55005W, Fadena AT Tapan

DEPLOYMENTS
FUAL FAGLE 95
Capt. Donald Shanmop. 1510 OAS08W, Kadena AT Sapan
Seaff Sgt. Larry Jones, 18ih Q55005 W, Kadena AB. lagsn
Keaft Sz Cralg Melhaugall. T80 GES0OSW, Kadena AR, lepan
Staff Sg1. Cralg Duvall, 121k (GS505%, Kxlena AD, Japar
Senior Airman Kevin Bowrne, T5ih 5505 W, tslena AR, Japan
Seninr Airntan Kovin MeCormbck, 1Hh Q55805 W, 1 AR, Japan
Senior Airman Thomas Tobgrella, Vb OR5T08W, Kadena AT lapan
COPE NURTH 98
2ad L1, Erin Willingham, 181h OS%OQ5W. %

AWARDS
alihe 088 Company Grade fficer of the Quarter (Ociober-ficcembar 1995,
2nd Lt Gregory J. Gaar, Sihh Q550 XF Travie aFH., Calil
S0th O5N Airmvagw af the Owarter (OctaberDecemBer 1995,
Senipr Airman Barey C. Palterson adih CRE0NE Taave al B Calil
atitle Q88 Civilien of the Quarter (Cctpber Decpmber 1993)
Chardle Phillips, 80ih OSS0WXE, Trove A6, Calil
&Gk 5N Servivr NCE of the Year (19795
Master 51 Comal A, Dimlan, #inh O35 WXNT Traves AFA. Calif
filund DX NCO af Hhe Year
Tech. Sgt. John 8. Gallians, &2nd DRS00, Mo UChond AFR. Wash
alad Upenxions Grang WU o) te Qiarier §3nd granior 1793)
Sraff Sgt. Toni V. Carfer, 0od OERa08 W, MoChond AFE, Wash
MeChord AFE Farecuster of the Quarter (th gir, 1995)
Nuane E. Klenke, 62nd DS50EW, Mol honl AFH, %l
MeChord AFK Obxerver o) the Quierier (dsd gir. $995)
Virman I8l Clasy Frank 5. Howard . o2ned O S800%5W, Mol hosd AFR. Wash
210 A0 NCO of tiee Dhiarter (4l ger, 1095
Sl Sgt. Iwana L. Borleson, 21 ANQASZANW. Tt Palk 1s
S0 O8S Scalar NCQ af the Quarter (40l gin J9955
Senbur Master Sgi. Andy Miller, Soab 025405, Luke AFR, A
PRI OSS NCO of the Year (1995
Tech, Syl Marvia Million, J8th OS8#09W, Kadens AR Lapan
FEMy 288 Alrovam of the Fee (1 P93)
Senbor Alrman Kevin Bourme, FRih ORS00, K AH, lapan
77rh 85 N af the (uarter (led que 1995
Tech. Szl William Andersom, T7h OS0swW, SoClellen AFB. 4l
F7th O8N Adrovaw of tee Uwarter £ frd gie. 1995
Seniar Sirman Alula B, Berhane, 771h 0550050, MeClellan AFH, Calif,
Pakaviawt Mavochaifa Wiag
o, Ik A50054Sth BFGEA, Fon Campbel | Ky
Jerdanion Parachesizr Wingy
Tewh. Szl Jha R Walsh. |5h A505 5 SFOCAL Fod Crinphell, By
Epvpiian Parachwily Wiags
Tech. Szt Samule R, Maxleld 1910 ASOSSth SFGe Ay For
Balm St Brian W, Andersan, [9ah A50SS5 SFUCA L o Camphs
Lnited Arak Fwiraley farechaidel Wimey
Senkar Alrman Kenaeth B Harris, [%h ASORSh SFGCA L Fon Campts L K,
1%k ANON Compars Grode (ficer af e Wowr
Capt. [ranlel A Vaserkio, 19k ASCI5/50h SEGEAL For Camphel ], )y
28k ARGS NCO af the Yrar
ST e Brian W, Nnideradi, |HE AS0SS R SO0 Fort Campbeil, I-;:.
Mtk AW flatsiinding Weatker Company Grade (fficer af the Luierter v gir, 19%3)
2o L1 Darev] . Leon b ORSAEW, Linde ook AFIE. Ak
VEATR OSS Sewior NCO of tie Quarter (dik gir. 1595)
MSaster Nt Phillip D, Thompesn, 31 h DS SA3EW Taitle Hrck AFB. Ark
3F4le O88 Cividian wf thee Boarter 1 qir, 19955
Mr. Froiberick G. Martin, 7Hh ORS00 [oile Bock AFR. Ark
Jr4h USMOSW Foreeauer Trohmician of the Quarier otk qre. 1rvs)
Mr Froterick G. Martin, 3140h O5508W, Lotk Rock AFE. Az
Elfh DSSA0SW Obtvrrer Techaicion of the Quarter (ded qie, 1995,
Senbor Mirman Jenuilvr C Barnes, 1180%h DESOEW Lk Reck AFR. Ark
Nk QSSIONW Compiriey Grade (fVicer of the Duarer (St LIRS AT
2wd LA Baresd Mo Lavn, 3 1500 OS50, Lotle Rock ARE. Ak
Jfdph (2XNAOEW Senior WO af the Guanter 14k gl 19950
Master Sgt. Phillip D Thomipsen, 31440 D55T06W 1 ke Heck A11%, Atk

¢ria AR, dapan

Capl. Danicl A Vo
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BLA ONSOMY Gl of e Qearter (deh qin 1995
Me Frederick G Martin, M8ih Q5505%W, Linle Rock AFB, A1k
LA QYSIONW Adrmean of Wie Shenrier (43 qin 1995
Senior Alrman Jennlfer C. Barnes. 5140h CE505W, Ll Back AFTL AqL
SE6th GANISYW, Parer AFH, Det, Seador NOO of the YEar
Master Sgi. Kevin A, McGarrigle. 43000 UGSSUSW, Dover AFE, Dl
LRGN OSSN Maver AF B Dol YOO af the Year
Sealf Sgt. Bebinn K, Wassel, 3 00h OS505W, Cheaee AFR, Dal
Aotk GENAONY, Dover AFH, Del. Vdrovaw of S Year
Nirman 149 Claxs Travis Lo Cudléine, 4300 Q8S05W, Dener AFH. Do)
Al OSNAGNW, Dgrer AFY, Dl Afnviai of the CucerTor (80 e, 1995)
Vinman Ist Clasy Naney AL Trinfter, 4 5h GS505W, Daover AFR. Dl
Feancyirasie Commendasion Medal! TANG)
Stall Sut. Janet 3L O'Rrden. 1400 S Willon Qe 44
Awarnd @f §-fewd AFSC
StafT Sgb Christian F. Johmson. 1200h W F, 3l ankes, Wi (AR
A2nd DROSEW NCO o the Daries
St Sgk David Thiery . $2md D80 WWE Maaacell AFE. Ala
AZnd ORSE Avermai of the Cuearter
Svtivr Sirman Steve Balll 22nd Osass 18 Slaawell AFK Al
A7Th Q85 Sewdor NCQ o) M Year
Master Sgt. Rohert F, DoFrane, 4710 USSTRW, Lavghln AFA, Teras
A7rl RS NUOD of vhe bear
LIRSS, Laughlsn AFH, Texa
A7tk 188 NCO of the Quarer
Teeh. Sgl, Raud Layo-Redsigues. 4700 G058 Laughilin AFH, Toen
A5tk Weathér Squadron Company Grode Offfcer af the (Qrarter
Capl. Scof Heckman, 150h W5 F ck AFH. Fla
A5th WS Semior NCU of Hee Qwareer
Master Sgt. George Strohm. 451h WS fanck ATE. Hle
45th W NOO el the Qrearivr
SEAT St Roberl Banre, S50h W5, Pairek AR Fle
A5th WA Adrmvaur of the (duarter
Serdor virman Frederlvk Bosd 2500 WS Varich A58, F
A3t W Civikian af the Quarter
M Tohnny Weems, B%ih WS, Patrck AFT Fla
STOWS Vdunieer of the Qwarter
A Bl Roeder, 3%l WS, Panck AFDL Fla
S5th Operusions Urgup Company Grade Officer of the Quartr
Capt. svot Hoeckman, 490 WS Patie b AFE, Fla
A5k QU Adrman of e Quarter
Senlor Siran Frederick Bayd 440 W5 Painck AFIL Fla
Ak O Alid-fevel Covidian af the (uarter
AR Jobany Weerns, 3500 WA, Pane b AFR. Fla
L5th QG Vidwiweer of 1he Qearter
A Bl Rocder a5t WS, Panck AFB H

EDUCATION
Wrather (0Ecer S&ifke Coprie
Zod L Degeann ML Emory, &2 nd U 50058W N e hopl ARHR, Wash
WAHSED FLP Opcrations Masagper Coure
Fech. Sgb Jeffres Gamld, 151k DESTSW, Eadera AT Japan
Wearher Yaretifle ead Phate Tuterpretorion Cowne

SCAT St Wareen W, Weyer, 47

Senior Addrnan Bryan Garl THh SEEOSW, MeClellan AFTE Calid
Seef? Szl Phitlip Joies, 2l 55 YASW, Sermiowr Johny AFR. N

Aptamoted Wemler firtdution Sitem NS Managers oarce

M Homer Bedda, 770k 55005 W, Mo f ATTE, Calii
High Fregoeacs {ourse
Senbor Alrman Robert H, Mariinse. 77U O5505W, MoeClellan AFE. Calif
SealT 5. Bradbey Davis, Soh (50005 W, Ko AFE. N.C
Seafl Sgi. Kenneth Plenry, deh ORSASW, Seymor Johneon AFOL N O
Nirgenn Leadersiip Selood
Seodor Airman Aluls B Berhane, 7Tch OS2005W, MoClellan AFB. Calil
Sealor Alrman Kenneth E. Harrbs, 19ih A5Gtk SEGAL Forl Canphell Ky
Keior Adroun William AL Lane. dih D5 W, 5 Jisdigom AFR . MO
Sendar Alrman Eelth F Evans, Srhh 055005, Wiitenaa AFD, Mo LT
Seodor Abrouan Westy ML Fvans, S0k QS50 Whitenan AFE. Mo
N Acadenty
Tech, Sge Mark K, Dake, 7700 Q4000 Ko7k AFTE, Calil
Texcl. Sgt. John K. Walsh, Bhh 4 S55S0 SHGE& L Fon Caaphell Ky
Hackeler's fegree fn Pallic Mawagesent
Senfor virman Marcia T, Lindstrom, [ech Q550 Hurlban Fickl Fla
Saxie Asrdorar Sclgal
IstLL Brian DL Geritfith, 10 A5 SRO0A ) Fon Cemple |l By
Joimd Spaecial Operaiiers Siafl OfFcen Crane
Capt. Danict A, Vasewho, [h AS0505 10 SFEAL Fon £ amphel | Ky
Futradaciian da Special (Bperabiuws Coursg

Lt Ly, Brian W, Griltith, 1780 A50%0 h S H00A )L Fan | smpbet), K,
Tevh. Szt Jodin B, Walsh, 1¥hh Ao 50 s ot whell, Ky

Mastors Degree bu Aeranaentical Seiewcr (Febop-Riddle University)
Capl. Chip Parker, HQ AWS. Scon Akl

Mavters flegree i Human Revoarces ievelopimeser S hedsitor Lwleoriiy

Salf Ngt, Richard Slaminsky, ALCCC, Seon AFR. 11

L F

vitew Awanl i

MARRIAGES
yirman Rachel Avdrevws, 77 ch 35500085W, Mot lglan SAFR. Calil | [ Sen
Mdrmmn Ny Seodt T OESO0EW Mol e llan AFT Calal | v Sbr Jermane Wit

BIRTHS
Haiibey Serrne Maorer, fo A mman Fodua g M Vokone Mo L] deh CIRSA W
Vivartt Bk Schameber, 40 Somer Armen 5 beshell aned Json Secterender, §14th (155
Kallir koristizr Slomincky, s Siall 50 Bochurd sl M TeSorse She

Ras b AT

rAdrman Adam Waght

il

¢ Rk ATTE Mgk
Sem AR, T
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by Master Sgt. Steve Potts
617th Weather Squadron

heir area of respounsibility (AOR) covers 86 coun-

trics and more than 100 million square miles. More

than 200 members of the 617th Weather Squadron

arc commitred o producing comprehensive weather intelli-

gence for the Furopean Theater. The 617th WS and its 15

subardinace unirs focus on weather support for the Unired

States Army Euzope (USARLEUR), with an area of responsi-

Bilicy beyond rthe European continent, o incude Southwest
Asia and Africa,

USARFEUR. however, is not the only customer for the

12

6170 The squadron provides weather intelligence ro Euro-
pean Command (EGCOM) land forces and a varicry of North
Atlantic Treary Organizations (NATQ) including Allied Land
Forces Central Europe (LANDCENT), Armed Forces South-
crn Burope {AFSOUTH). the Allied Command Europe (ACL)
Rapid Reaction Carps (ARRC), and the ACE Mobile Force-
Land (AMI(L)).

“IF vou're looking for a challenge, this s where vou will

find jr. Supporting our numerous custamers with their many
dilferent requiremenrs tzkes a ferward thinking go-geuer,”
said Le. Col, Muleom E. Gosdin, Jr, 617th WS commander.
“1f you can think on vour feet and wane job sausfaction, you're
in the right place.

The squadron has @ long history of service ta the narion

OBSERVER



and the European Theater. The squad-
ron began as the 7eh Weather Squadron,
founded July 8, 1939, Since then, the
squadron has been active defending the
European continent throughout the Cold
War. A new era began as the 7th WS was
redesignated the 617th Weacher Squad-
ron July 1, 1994, The squadron falls un-
der the operational command of the
617th Air Support Operations Group
(ASOG). while H(} USAREUR niain-
wins operatonal control,

The 617th WS mission is o “Provide

peacetime and wartime weather imelli-

March 1996

forces.came when the Implemen-

ration Force (IFOR) waited to

Storm

BBntoon

tional precipitation, increasing
the flood waters.

genee o the LS, Furopean Command,
LS. Army Lurope, NATOS Land Forees
Central Europe, and the ACE Mobile
Foree.” The 617th deploys throughout
the AOR using the most advanced racri-
cal communications and meorological
equipment 1o date.

The squadron dircady supported On-
erariens  DESERT SHIELD and
DESERT STORM, PROVIDE HOPE
in Semalia, SUPPORT HOPE in
Ruwanda, DENY FLIGHT and PRO-
VIDE PROMISE in the former Yugosla-
via, PROVIDE COMIORT in Iraq.

ABLE SENTRY in Macedonia, NQO-
MAD VIGIT. in Albania. and most re-
JOINT  ENDEAVOR in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, NATO pardcipation
included exercises such as ATLANTIC
RESOIVE 94, COUNTER GUARD,
CHINESE EYL, STRONG RESOIVE,
CANNON CLOUD, CALM UM-
BRELLA, and ARCADL FUSION.
Mainaining the highest fevels of readi-

cently,

ness, the squadron legged over 1,500 man-
days ofdeployed contingency support, and
aver 9500 man-days of excrcise suppert
in cach of the past 2 years,
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By the completion of JOIN'T LN-
DEAVOR at the end of the year, the
617th WS will have deployed over 90%
of its officers, NCOs. and airmen in di-
rect suppart of the operation. "If you
want to deploy, the 617th is definitely
the place to be,” said Maj. Paul G.
Niesen, Der. 6 (Wicsbaden) commander,
about the operations tempo the past fow
years,

n addition o exercises and con-

tingencics, cach detachnient is re-

sponsible for airfield support at
their specific location, Detachments
work closely wich their local Base Sup-
port Baualion (BSB) or Arca Suppont
Group (ASG) to provide weather for the
militiry communities throughour Ger-
many and the northern half of Inaly.

The Luropean Met Center (Dot 4)
is responsible for the Refined Area
Weather Warning (RAWA) and the
Military Comimunity Weather Watch
(MOWNY) for ASGs throughout Bel-
gium, [taly and Germany, While the
RANUY provides operational decision
assistance, the MOWA provides notifi-
cation of winter or severe weather advi-
sory informatien, the first in AFW w
cover such a large scale. When issued,
these “weather watches™ are broadcast
over American Forces Networl radio and
television,

Since ity inception last fall, this ser-
vice has proved to be a visible and valu-
able weather ool for military and civilian
communities in the theater.

The 617th WS has been actively in-

volved in the Parmnership For Peace Pro-
gram since its nception. The squadron
began by preparing and transmitting fore-
casts for exercise PEACEKEEPER 94, the
fivst United States excercise in Russia. Since
then, 617th WS pursannel have provided
assistance to COOPERATIVE LIGHT,
COOPLRATIVLE JAGUAR, COOPERA-
TIVE DETERMINATION, PEACEFUL
FEAGLE, and PEACTKEEPER 95 Partner-
ship Tor Peace excrcises.

In additdon, four Romanian weather
officers visited the squadron as part of the
military-to-military cxchange program,
Their jtinerary included visits to the squad-
ron headquarters and Detachment 8 for
hands on demonstrations of tactical com-
munications and mceorological cquip-
ment.

Other military-to-military programs
inciuded weapon exchanges with the
Germans,  This program provides a
unique opportunity for 617th weather
warriors to train and qualify on German
weapons systems.

orld War 11 ceremonies in

1994 commemoraring, the

Allied Farces invasion of

Europe were @ major part of the
squadron’s operations wmpo. The squad-
ron deployed weather teams to com-
memorations of Opceration DRAGOON
in southern France, Operatien MAR-
KET GARDEN irm Holland, The Barttle
of the Bulge in Belgiuni, and the mas-
sive golden anniversary of D-Day in Nor-
mandy. During the D-Day ceremonies,

the squadron’s accurate and timely fore-

The 6170 Weather Squadron provided support for D-Day coremonies like tis.
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casts and ohservations overcame deplor-
able weather conditions.

While dignitarics from other nations
became stranded. President Clinton. the
Joint Chiets; and other US. dignitaries
were never caught unprepared or
stranded when transportation plans
changed due o adverse weather condi-
tions.

Much of the squadron’s success is
credited to 1ts unique and comprehen-
sive rraining program. The Combart
Mancuver Training Center at FHohenfels,
Crernuany, 15 host te Derachment 9 and
the Combar Wearher Training Course
(CWTC),

Lach quarter, the detachment hoses
all incoming Army support weather per-
sonnel for one week of rigorous training
on theater-unique  reguirements.
Weather warrtors first take a class on
Furopean Theater Weather Orientation,
which covers all aspects of metcorology
in theater, from climatology to mesos-
cale events.

The nexe phase of the course focuses
on all ractical communications and me-
teorological equipment. The chird phase
crmiphasizes soldicr skills, while a fourdh
phase provides a wrap of all three phases
with hands-on training.

As a result, 617th WS personnel are
fully deployable and are highly trained
tor their EUCOM mission.

The 617th relies on i relendless pur-
sult of supcrior mereorological commu-
nications, The Squadron headquarters
developed the Data Upload Download
Systen (DUDS) This system, created
with existing and readily available army
CYUIPMECNT. USEs CUSOmMEr Communica-
tions networks and optimizes data Now
through tacrical or defense switchboard
phone lines.

Your can even find the 617th an the
Interner. The 617th WS home page pro-
vides the latest European weather, in-
cluding operational impact charts for
Opcration JOINT ENDEAVOR. Tecl
free 1o stop by at Chup/
144.170.183.100/61 7ws.hum.”

In addition, Deachment 4, work-
ing side by side with the German Mili-
tary Geophysics Office (GMGO),
acquired 1he state of the an GMGO
Mertassi sarcllite communicauons sys-
tem.  The first SVETCIN Was ficlded 1o

OBSERVER



Detachmients 3 and 6, along with
QOL-E during exercise MOUNTAIN
SHIELDY 1. in June 1994, The units
praised the svstems capabilitics,

“All vou need with Merassi is a {sarel-
lite) dish (two feer in diamerer), (down)
converter (size of a VCR), laptop. and
15 minures.” said Seaff Sge. Wright, e-
rachment 6. Twenty-seven systems have
been procurcd. and Metassi is ong of the
primary meteorological communications
svstem for Operation JOINT EN-
DEAVOR,

1 squadron also takes full ad-
vantage of NATO's Linked
QPSiIntel Cenrer Furope

(LOCL) and Tactical Information Sys-
tem (T15). These systems provide opti-
and
communications for all NATO exercises

mum tactical garrison
and conringenaes. With ongoing re-
search on these and orher systems. along
with the liclding of the Tnwegrated Me-
rearological Svstems (IMETS) this
spring, the 617th remains ar the fore-
fronr of tactical and garrison weather
COMMUNICanons.

The 617th deplovs whenever and
wherever aur custoniers dl:pl())-‘. Over the
vears, the squadron has conquered tough
condirions from the cold of Norway, w
the deserts of the Middle East, wo the
rrapics of Africa. The current deploy-
ment, eperation JOINT ENDEAVOR,

is no different. In the initial phases of

the operarion, the USAREUR WD
weather team overcame austere working
and living conditions in 1 lungary. lech.
Sgt Targiseewski, of OL-C ser up his
command weather coll inside a bombed
out factorys brick oven in Kiscljack, just
ourside of Sarajevo. Observers set up
operations in a sea of knee deep mud ar
Zupanja, the Sava river bridging site.

A key time for all deployed Jorces
came when the Implementation Force
(IFOR) waited to cross the Sava on a
pontoon bridge. To make difTicult con-
ditions worse, a levee broke at the pro-
posed crossing site. and the floads rhat
fallowed washed out many encampments
serup along the river, In addinion. storm
systems dumped additional precipita-
tion, increasing the flood warers,

Enginecess and logistics planncers
worked closely with 617th deployed per-
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sonnel 1n'laszar, Kaposvar, and Zupanja  Furopean culure,  Additonally, the

to determine the best bridge construe-  squadron logs over 500 volunteer hours
tion site and crossing time window. per month, Qur weather warriors spend
The coordinatien benween forecast-  their spare tme working with local
ers and engineers was perfect: the larg-
est ponteon bridge since WW T was buili

on schedule, and the crossing took place

USQOs, churches. hospitals, and other
various ather clubs, It promises o be
an exciting future for the 617th, and the
as planned. The weather force was there Squadron looks forward wo the challenges
ahead.

Qur motto says it all, "SERVONS
TOUJOURS PREL™ Always Ready 1o

Serve!

and the Army was truly glad for the sup-
port.
¢ operations Wmpo contin
ues to accelerare the rest of the
vear, The continnatian of Op-
cration JOINT ENDEAVOR. along
with nunicrous USAREUR and NATO
exercises are on the schedule in the
maonths ahead.
But please don't ger the impression
the 617th 15 all work and no play, A
teur with the 017th provides the ence

in a lifctime epportunity o abserb the




mrfﬂrce global 1”’{Hh{’r central ‘

AFGWC:

ransforming Air Foree Global

Weather Cenrral {ar Offun

ATB, Neb.} into 2 more respon-

sive, prodection-oriented outfie iy the

driving foree behind a major restruciure

that will revolutionize the wav we oper-
ate.

We call our new structure Regroial-
ization and with it we will provide
weather support thatis more flexible and
precisely focused 1o add value ar theater,
major command, and field unic levels,

By summer 1996, we will redesign
our product suite to

(1) betrer satisfy your theater’s re-
quirements:

(2) have these new products ready

and

{3) disscminate your thearr’s railored

when you need them;

product suite via the communications
system available to vou.

This, tna nutshedl, is the business

by Capt. Don Berchoff and

Mr. Bruce Telfeyan, AFGWC

plan thar we believe will ultimarely ful-
£l our vision 1o become the supplicr of
choice for Alr Force Weather and
Amerieas warfigheers.
Why do we need
Regionalization?

['he hemispheric products AFGWC
historically provided were primarily
“Cold War”
requiremenes,

driven by strategic mission
With gur national military doctrine
now focused on limited, thearer scaie
conflicts, we must make a correspond-
ing adjustment in AFGWCS focus,
Our main emphasis will shift to pro-
viding regional and theater window fore-
cast products. These windows will
include theater support eclls for Luro-

West Americas

East West

D B
e
]
B e, T
Amae

(Svr Pts)

SOCOM/
Special Support
(Floater)

CENTCOM

PACOM

The Regionalized
¢ Production Center

pean Command. Central Command,
Pacific Comnuand, and ACOM {over the
United Stares) arcas of interest. There
will also be a Seuthern Command area
support cell. capuble of “{louting” 1o any
theater of concern, {See accesrpanying i-
lestiarion)

The first of these cells, the EUCOM
arca support cell, was activated on Jan, 106,
1996, and is now producing asuite of prod-
ucts for the Furopean continent, includ-
ing contingeney products to Bosnia, The
products inclucde, but wre not limired 1o,
Military Weather Advisorics; Low Level
Hazards chartes and coud calingfvisibil-
ity forecasts for three ceiling categories de-
rermined by ULS, Air Force and Army units
in Furope

Whar ahout needed hemispheric
weather chares?

AFGWC will conunue o provide
scamless hemispheric support products,
with the capability 1o cover pole 1o pole,
for our Glohal Reach/Power customers
te sustain a global mission,

How Will AFGWC
Improve Forecast

Accuracy and Precision?

We will siccomplish this through ad-
vances in technology and communica-
tions. First, we are replacing our global
forecast model, the fifteen vear old Glo-
bal Spectral Model (GSMY with the state-
of-the-art Naval Oceanographic Global
Analvsis and  Predicuon
(NOGADPS) model.

Nextowe are purchasing workstations

System

1o use along the Satellite Daa Handling
System (SDS) consoles 1o bridgr a
technology gap until the upgrade several
Forecasters will access
the Relocatable Window Maodel on the
workstations which provides higher reso-

vears [rom now.

See AFGWC,

continued on Page 22 |
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g e limatology center _}

Tailored Climatology

“Triple-C’ Products Offer Instant Impact For The Warfighter

he Al Foree Combar Clima-

wlogy Center {(AFCULC) pro-

duces a wealth of “first loak”

aids to help you gauge how weather may
IMpact oparations.

The rypes of produces available include
mission tailored climatologies, theater ¢li-
matic probabilivies,  deseriptive
cimarologics, and antomared forecaster
aids.

Ity oo mistake thar mission tailored
climatologics head the list, One of the
center’s scrongest points is the ability w
respond to specific, individual customer
requirements and ratlor our products and
services appropriately. Qur center-wide
contingency respoise capabiliny was re-
cently put 1o the test in support of Q-
cration JOINT ENDEAVOR,

One of our customer’s specitic
weather-related concerns was how aften
ro expect snow cover during various
rmonths (see iffestnaiion).

We also have several ongoing, regu-
lar projects providing operational
weather-impact informarion for the next
three months using the climatic database
for several rheaers,

The theater climatic probabilities
product was started for Bosaiz. Similar
packages for Korea and Sonthwest Asia
arc currently being reviewed by our cus-
tomers. with anather one under devel-
opmmeni for Central Aunerica. Tor these
dial-in products, we display the histori-
cal eecurrence of, or their values of, vari-
ous metearological clements.

Qualitative weather-impacy remarks
addressing svearher anomalies and anrici-
pared effects on air, land, and sea opera-
tions are alse included. Descripuve
climarologies are used mostly for plan-
ning, contitigency support, and training,
and they generally fall inro three formars:
point, small area, and regional studies.
Point studies often cover only a fow
weeks of interest. but small area studics
may encompiss a scason or the entire
year.

Our North Slope Stady, which was
used in the FORECAST CHALLENGE

95 compcli[ion, covered one month.

March 1996

by Capt. Phil Stone

Applications Programming
Branch, AFCCC/5YS

We perfarm extensive research to write
and publish otir regional climatologics.
These narratives cover continent-sized
portions of rhe globe and give 2 compre-
hensive look at a region’s major climatic
controls and special mercoralogical fea-
Tures.

The regionals are a good start in pro-
viding a planner or operator an overvicw
of the climate and weather of a region.
Buu the next step in this tvpe of suppon
will he a hypertexted CD-ROM contain-
ing narratives, daw ables, and center-
developed programs,  AFCCC s
currently prototyping rhese CD-ROMs
known as rheater climatic files {TCEs).

ATCE bs designed asa firscin, single-
source climarological database for de-
ploved weather foree, but base wearher
stations, MAJCOMs, and arher staft
planners will alse find this an invaluable
wol. The TCFs hypestest links will al-
l()\‘\" ’\'Oll o jUfﬂ]‘ Fr()lﬂ Onc [OPiC [0 are-
lated ropic insandy.

The tirst TCF is based on the regienal

study for Eastern Furope, and, space
purmitting, it will also incliede pertinent
point and small area studies as well as a
variery of automated [orecaster aids.

Automared forecaster aids are user-
riendly programs developed for your
computer. Here's a brief deseription of
some of these programs:

| Cloud Ceiling Climaralogy Ar-
las: displays probabilities of cloud ccil-
lnps at various heights, for different
months and times of day.

[ ] FOCLIMO: provides auno-
spheric ransmittance values and how
weather impacts transmireance for loca-
rions worldwide.

| MQODCV: displays modeled
probabilities of ceiling and visibility for
specific locations,

B MODCURVES: displays mod-
cled diurnal and annual Nuctuarions of
remperature. dew poing and pressure,

u UACLIMO: provides upper air
climarology data for inpur flight routes
worldwide as well as standard heights in
the atmosphere.

Contact Captain Stone at AFCCC at DSN

576-4416.
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What's The Stoq?

Do you see a story about you
orsquadron here? Well, WHY NOTT? [f
vou have a story 10 tell (and it can he
ahout something off-duty as well, like
sports) then send it o: HQ AWS/RMA,
102 W, Losey St., Rm. 105, Scatt AFB,
[1.62225; or fax it to DSN 576-2417; or
c-mail it to “elliotts@hqaws safb.af mil."

by Dale Eckroth
12th Flying Training Wing

Public Affairs
Randolph AFB, Texas

aster Sgt. Rick Downing of
12th

Support Squadron weather
flight at Randolph AFB, Texas, recenty
captured top honors in the 1995 Lance
P Sijan U.S. Air Force Leadership Award

the Operations

competivon,

The awird recognizes individuals as-
signed ro organizations at the wing level
or helow who demonstrate outstanding
Jeadership abititics. Downing was nomi-
nated in the junior enlisted category as
a technical sergeant.

As superintendent of rhe 12th OSS
weather flight, Downing is responsible
for providing all operational weather sup-
port to 19th Air Force and 12th FTW
commanders and staffs.

The weather flight supports cighe

flying squadrons at Randolph AFB.

(DpservATIONS

Randolph Weather NCO captures

Sijan Leadership Award

Photo by Charlle Ferez
Master Sgt. Rick Downing (right) reviews weather data with (from left) Airmen 151

Class Farrell Brassell, Christopher Reddington, and Steve Baldinger,

The award also recognized Downing
{or his successful training and appli-
carion of the Next Generation Weather
Radar (NEXRAD),
Weather  Distribution  System
(AWDS), and cthe Marta Wearher Ra-

dar base-wide network,

Automatced
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Phaoto by Charlis Parez
Master Sgi. Rick Dovening points ont severe weather to Ainman st Claxs Sreve Baldinger.

“This 1s the uliimare honor.”
Downing said when he learned of the
award, "When you look ar all those in
the Air Force who are deserving of this
honor, its a milustone to be singled
out.

"I didn’t do this on my own,” he
added. "These accomplishnents are
the resule of the dedication and pro-
fessionalism of the forecasters and ob-
seevers 1 osupervise, They are the bes
've seen in 15 years in the Alr Foree.”

Downing., who supervises a 16-
member enlisted seaff, sald he owes a
big “thank you” to his supervisors and
commaunder who have shown confi-
dence in his abiliries and allowed him
10 pursue quality improvements in ac-
complishing the mission.

Downing’s other accomplishments
include winning the Quistanding Air
TForce Weather NCO award, the Ran-
dolph NCO of the Year award, and the
AT Weather Association Collens
award, all in 1994, He is also presi-
dent of the 12th 88 NCO Council
and the Randolph AFB Top Three As-
saciation,

OBSERVER



FroM The

Former AWS Vice
Commander
Wins AMS Award

ctited Col, Gene [ Deffer, Air
Weather vice
1991-92,

was recently awarded the Charles L

Service

commander from

Mitchiell Award ac the American Mereo-
rological Sociery Awards Banquerin At-
lanta, Ga.

Pteffer, now a senior scicntist with
Radian Corporation, Boulder, Colo..
received the award for "an outsianding
30-year career at the forefront of national
weather support activinies in the Air

Weather Service.”

The Mitchell Award 1y awarded for

long-term service by a person engaged
inweather forecasting activities. Itis one
of three awards given by the AMS spe-
cifically 10 weather forecasters.

Pfeffer’s 30-vear carcer included as-
signments ar Cape Canaveral, Fla.; Scot
AFB, li.; RAL Bentwaters, England;
IManscom AFB, Mass: Washingron,
D.C.: and Peterson AIFB, Colo. The colo-
nelwas amajor figure in the reorganiza-
tion of Air Wearther Service in 1991, the
largest such reorganization ol weather
since the Korean War.

Pleffer was clected a fellow of the
AMS in 1991,

Staff Sgr. William Ogle, the laxt USAFETAC guidon bearer. presents the guidon te
rictivedd Col. Dale A, Flinders, the firvt USAFETAC conmander

Phole courtesty of AFCCC

mander.

USAFETAC Guidon Makes Full Circle

hen the U.S5. Air Force Environmental Technical

Applications Cenrer ar Scott AFBL L, was redesignared

the Air Foree Combat Climatology Center Sepr. 29, 1995,

the center's first (and only) guidon was also retived. Recently. this guidon
was presented to retired Col. Dale J. Flinders. the first USAFETAC com-

Colond Flinders, wha commanded the center from 1966-68, also served
in Air Force Weather in Burima during World War I1.

Hurricane
Hunters Finish
Record-Breaking
1995 Season

by Maj. Doug Lipscombe
53rd Weather Reconnaissance

Squadron
Keesler AFB, Miss.

lhe S3rd Wearher Reconnais-
sance Squadron, herter known
as the Air Force Reserve’s "Hue-
ricane Hunters™, have complored che sec-
ond busiest hurricane scason since
accurate records have been kepr.

Throughout the season, the squadron
provided critical and precise weather data
1o the Nadonal Hurnicane Center, NHC
estimares the dae recelved from Hurricane
[ unter nircraft increased their prediction
sweuracy by up 1o 30 percent.

The 1995 hurricane season. June
thiough November, will go down in
Huarricane Huneer history as a scason of
many new records, A few of those in-
clude:

. Hurricane Allison, formed Junc
1, wis the earliest hurricane in a season
n 13 }-‘C;II‘}-.

. Hurricane Felix, in Auguse, sct
the record for the most missions flown
during a single storm,

. More than 600 hours were
flown on srorm nussions in the month
ol August in the Atlanuic,

. The Hurricane Huners flew a
record 1,842 hours on 156 missions, sct-
ting the reeord for most hours flown by
a single unit in support of the storm
WATIINE $¥ALCITL.

The year ended with 19 named tropi-
cal cvclones, nwo short of the record of
21 serin 1933, and ended with 11 hur-
ricancs, one short of the record of 12 st
in 1969,

The Improvad Weather Recon-
naissance System (INRS) continued
to provide cnormous amounts of

See OBSERVATIONS |

coniinned on Pape 23 ‘
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ANG takes FORCAST CHALLENGE ‘96 crown

¢ Air Narional Guard ook

the top award and a first-place

award in another category w

the third annual Air Force-wide Weacher

Forecasting Competition, Forecast Chal-

lenge “96, held ar Hurlburt Ficld, Fla.,
Feb. 5-9, 1996,

Master Sgt. Jeffrey A. Goldman and
Tech. Sgr. Nelson W, L, both from
Ellingron Field, Texas, wook the ANG to
its first overall victory, Goldman and Lee
have represented the Guard in the past
rwo Forecast Challenge compctitions.
The pair have worked together for nine
vears as members of the ANG,

The teams from Air Force Global
Weather Central, Pacific Air Forees, Air
Combat Command-Army support, and
U.S. Air Forces in Furope were also
multiple winners,

The Yares Award for best overall
weather foreeasting is named for Le. Gen,
Donald N. Yares and is given w the
first-, second-, and third-place teams
with the highest combined scores for all
products during the competition. This
includes  weather warnings  and
advisories, mission planning forecasts,
mission forecasts, target forecasts, and
rerminal acrodrome forecasrs.

While the ANG team rook overall
first place, second place went to the Pa-
cific Air Forces ream of Stafl Sgt. Joseph
F. Haas, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska; and
Staff Sgr. Angela 1. Uribe-Qson,
Misawa AB, Japan. In third place was
the AFGWC team, representing Air
Weather Service, consisting of Tech. Sgr.
Harsy L. Druckenmiller and Staft Sgr.
James . Gunderson. Both forecasters
arc from Offute AFB, Neb.

Several other awards wore presented
for different categories of weather fore-
casting. The Dunlap-Weiberg Award rec-
egnizes the teams with the highest
combined scores for all rerminal acro-
drome forecasts,

First place in the Dunlap-Weiherg

Award went to the AFGWC ream of

Driruckenmiller and Gunderson. Second
place went to the ACC-Air Force sup-

20

fhato by Staif Sgl. Siwwe Eflion

Master Sgt. Jeffrey A, Goldman and Tech. Szt Nelson W Lec celebrate winning the
Yates Award for top overall forecasting ream at FORECAST CHALLENGE *90.

by Staff Sgt. Steve Elliott

Editor, OBSERVER

port tean of Swff Sgr. Kick 1), Bailey,
Cannon AFB, N.M.; and Staff Sgt.
Wayne A, Davidson, Shaw AFB, 5.C.
The third place award went 1o the
USALLE team of Swff Sgt. Dennis A,
Anglin TE, Traben Trarbach, Germany:
and Staff Spr. Scott . Bradley, Ramswein
ADB, Germany.

The next award presented was the
Lucey-Speer Award for the teams with
the highest combined scares for all var-
get forecasts issucd during the competi-
tion. The first-place winner of the
Lucey-Speer Award was the ANG weam
of Goldman and Lee, while second place
was won by the ACC-Army Suppon
weam of Staff Sgt. Richard V. Willard,
Fort Belvoir, Va.; and Senior Airman
William H. Greenwood, Fort Sill, Okla.
Third place was awarded 1o the USALL
team of Anglin and Bradley,

The final award was the Ellswordh
Award for the highesr comhined scares
for all mission forecasts issued during the
competition. The first-place winner of
the Ellsworrh Award was the tcam from
PACAL Haas and Uribe-Olson, Second
place went to the ACC-Army team of

Willard and Greenwood.  Third place
was won by the Air Force Space Com-
mand team of Staff Sgr. Robert A, Kane
and Senior Airman June E. Ramusdell,
both from Parrick AFB, Fla.

Simulating an actual deployment, the
teams from nine major commands, the
Air Force Reserve, Air National Guard
and Air Foree Glohal Weather Central,
used only limited dawa to make an inirial
forecast.

[nside six partitioned cells, the 24
wearher lorecasiers, working in teams of
two. tested their technical abiliny in fore-
casting for a variery of <limates and nmis-
sions during the competition.

“Dring the initial preparation (or a
military deployment, weather personnel
take the currene weather charrs and fore-
cast information that is available to
thent. By the cime they arrive at the de-
ploved location and make the first fore-
cast, 18 to 36 hours might have passed.
To make that iniual forecast, all you have
are your old charts, Without curreat
weather data, the forecasser is making a
limited-data forecast,” said Col. Mike
Haas, chicef, Resources Division,

See FORECAST CHALLENGE

continued on Page 23
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the way

AWS fdrms
Aerospace
Sciences Division

eadquarters Air Weather

Ser-vice has formed an

Aecro-space Sciences Divi-
sion (AWS/XON) dedicated e the in-
sertion of science into Air Foree Weather
operations.

The new division is building on the
capabilities of our former Technology
Training Division (AWWS/XOT) 10 pro-
vide products and services designed 1o
assist Instructor Metcorolagisis and
Command Meteorologists in inwegrat-
iy science into the forecast provess. All
of the products formerly provided by
AWSINOT will continue.
the focus of atrention will be more on

In addirion,

the scientific needs of the rechnical
wearther stavion leaders, the command
and instructor mereorologiss,

The division's new electronic mail
comment address is
“hgawssond@hqaws.safb.af.mil”™.

The 24-hour voice muil comment line
s sull DISN 576-4721 ext. 441, com-
merciad (G18) 2564721 ext. 441.

Getting in touch
with the Air Force
Personnel Center

zople trying 1o conuct Chiel

Master Sgr. Tom Klumb, the
chictof enlisted weather assign-
ments, may experience delays and some-
times not ke able to even get chrough,
“Because of the volume of ‘am [ hot
and ‘what’s going 10 be open next year’
tvpe phone calls the Air Foree Personnel
Center gets every day, it's really impor-
tant for those callers in the rank of tech-
nical sergeant and below o callexc. 2111
or 2112,7 the chief said. “The people
working the inquiry line are really quite
good a1 answering mosr assignment
questions. Masrer sergeants and above
can call myselt or Tech. Sgr. Austin di-
recrly ar DSN 4587-4768.7
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Chief Kluml also said chat station
chiefs and other supervisors should not
call on Lichall of someonc else.

“I'his is nota cut in service,” the chict
said. "1 think peeple will actually see an
IMPTOVENIENT 1N CUSIONET SUPPOTT $INCE
the people who man the inquiry line are
more expericnced in answering nost as-
signmcm questions, lu;wing us maore
time to work questions from senior
NCOs, the major commands, and the
military personne! flights.

Air National
Guard vacancies

here are vacancies for officers
and enlisred weather people at
the following Air National
Ciuard locations;
123rd Weather Flight, Portland, Ore.
— 2 enlisted
140cth WE Willow Grove, PPa. — 1
enlisted
203 WE Tpre Indiantown Gap, Pa.
— 5 enlisted
207th WL Indianapolis, Ind. — 2
officers
116th WE McChord ATR, Wash, —
1 officer
122nd WF, New Orleans, La, — 2
Um(cr.ﬂ
125ch WF, Tulsa, Okla. — 2 officers
199th WE Wheeler Army Air Ficld,

News You Can Use

Hawaii — 1 officer

For more information ahour these
positions, call Ted Houghton ar DSN
278-8285.

MOS kit
accountability

hose weather unies receiving
the Manual Observing Svstem
(MOS) kies need o submit the
necessary supply reguuest forms o thair hase
supply squadron with the accompanying
receipt document, according o the 1 ead-
quarters Air Weather Service logistics and
configurations management office. This
will assurc proper documentation for these
kits on their custody authorization reccipt
list (CA/CRIL).

The applicable indicative data for
these forms s as follows:

TA - 789; Duger Code - 90 LRRC -
NE3; U - LA Price - S2,889; Sourcee -
local purchuse through FIQ AWS/SYX;
Noun - MOSKIT.

For more information, contact Senior
Master Sgr. Sue Flovd or Master Sgr.
Frnie Haswell ar [XSN 576-38410), ext.
317 or 316, respectively,

What:
Planet.
Who: The Department

The

S e 0, T P i )

Y
of Atmospheric Sci-

ences, University of
[Iltneis-Urbana

Champaign.

URL: hitp://
www.atmos.uviuc/
edu/

What's there: weatner

and climate products.
weather visualizer, an
online guide 1o meteorol-
ogy. geosciences web
server,

(J[:lm.l'.'_,':;?:r_‘g’a'n' 1o check out the AWS Home
;”'.-.':(.-' al ".".':'r.,ft'.'."f."_-:J.f.l';?s;rJ'h"rc'.:-'..'_,":’.r.--:.f.'J.-.-.'.".-"- @ e
and the Air Weather Assaciarian Hewe Page
at “hepHunese infi ned - cwtfwa femd”)
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ROADMAP
‘ confinued from Page 4

reading the compurer menitors display,
then vour meteorology schooling 1s
wisred.

The 700- angd 300-millibar levels are
at the surface in somc regions, Nu-
merical weather prediction, while im-
proving the prognosiv of constany
pressure charis, does nou always lore-
tedl the meanderings of that weather
producer — the jel stream,

You, the local wearher forecaster, can
mike the difference berween good or
poor advice to the warfighrer,

Know the geography and eurn the
aceolade “good ol Stormy”. Your carecr
depends on it

In a fFurare article. [ will refare how
this "ol Stormy”™ (Caprain Collens) used
analogues to predict an arctic polar out-
break in Western Larepe,

Alsa, ['ll talk about how our two-man
derachment (Major Colleas and Capiain
Chamberlain) l':L"-'t'lO})L’d an cmpiric;il
rule for occancgraphic influcnces in the
Talwan Straits.

[ leave you with these historic faces
sbout some of vour predecessors:

— The World War I D-Day
forecast was produced by a U8 Army

surl

Alr Forees weatherman/oaceanographer
working with the British Admiralty,

— The Kerean War Inchon landing
surf forecast way produced by an ULS.
Air Force weather forecaster at the AWS
Tokyo Weather Central.

Have a question for Cotonel Dushan? Write
fo: HO AWSICC, 102 W. Losey 3i., Rm. 105,

Scolt AFB, |1, 62225-5206.

| continued from Page 16

-lurion, and more accusare ouwpur for
generating arca forecasts,

Third, we will access near real-time
satellite imagery from the satellite glo-
bal database and geostationary sazellives
(GOES, METEOSAT. GMS. and even-
wally [NSAL).

Finally, we will supplement this in-
formarion with WSR-881) reporrs,
lightning detection data. AIREPS.
FIREPS, wind profiler ourput, satel-
Lre special sensor microwave data, and
rraditional surface and rawinsonde re-
purts.

Iow will vou ger these higher gual-
iy products in our hands quickly? By
exploiting faster, more robust comme-
nications svstems.

The Automared Wearher Diseribuo-
tion System (AWDS) will continue as
the primary dissemination system for
Regionalization products. However,
products will also be available via our
dial-in service. ATDIS and the
AFGWC home page, AFWIN,

For deploved customers without ac-
cess to AWDS, ATDIS and ATFWIN,
we are working wirh rhearer custom-
ers 1o arrange for pushing products o
a server in theater, so units may access
them locally.

Currently, we are pushing products
to the 617th Weather Squadron server
in Heidelberg, Germany, ensuring our
charts reach forecasters supportng

22

troops in Bosnia, AFGWC s also
working 1o provide products over se-
cure communication channels, sucl as
SIPRNET and GCOS.
How will AFGWC be
reorganized?

Regionalization divides the world
inte three “straregic” regions, Asia-Pa-
cific (133W-90L), Lurope-Southwest
Asia-Africa (90E-20W).
Americas [20W-135W),

Strategic regions will produce hemi-

Lll]d [}It'

spheric products similar to those pro-
duced today. and mission-tailored
produces i support global reach mis-
sions.

Theater area support cells assigned
to cach region will provide a suite of
theater scale products for high inoer-
est arcas of operation and special con-
ringency products for other arcas as
required.  Lach cheater cell will have
an NCOIC directing production ef-
lorus.

Whiie the cells will operase around
the clock, each NCOICS work hours
will be albigned o eoincide wich the in-
theater customer's peak workload re-
quirements.

Also. we are modifving and simpli-
{ving our support assistance requust
{SAR) submission procedures. By in-
corporating an E-mail request capabil-
iy, we will mare responsively provide
vou with high priority special assis-
tance. You'll also be able 1o quickly
provide {eedback on how we can do
berrer,

What abour the existing role of

the in-theater forecast cells currently
producing producrts within those
theavers?

AFGWC will complementand sup-
port, rather than duplicate or compere
with the theater forecast units, There
is more than ¢nough work (o go around
for cur limited resources.

AFGWC can help by relieving some
of the burden, thereby, allowing the
theater forecast units o redirect re-
sources to more pressing thearer
weather support needs. We are work-
ing hand-in-hand with the using com-
mands to factlitate this process.

Regionalization is no longer 1 dream
or vision, it 15 a reality, Our LUCOM
arca cell iy actively producing and dis-
seminating quality, mission-tailored
products. The same will hold true for
other theaters this summer,

With all the changes going on, sev-
cral arcas will remain censtanc both
CONUS Severe and our Tropical
Storm lixing Scerion will continue 1o
provide the same quality products and
services. We alse concemplare no
changes in the way we suppore classi-
fied operations.

These times  at
AFGWC,

products are headed your wav, Let uy

are cXCIIIl]g

Higher quality forecast

know how we are domng; we hope to
hicar from vou soon.

For more information on Regionalization,
contact Capt Don Berchoff, DSN 271-8766, or

E-mail: DBarchof@oatbmail offutt.al.mil.
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data, automarically mERSUTING ten-
perature, pressure, humidity, and
winds cvery 30 scconds of flight,
translating to 4 data point every half-
mile. This critical high-density,
high-accuracy data continues to be
crucial in NHCS [orecasts.,

The final hurricane missions for
1999 were flown in Ociober, as Flur-
ricanes Opal and Roxanne churned in
the Gult of Mexico.

While Hurricane Opal sped to-
ward Ilorida, one mission in particu-

lar generated grateful praise from the
NHC.

The aireraft detected a rapid low-
ering of the pressure. which caused
the winds to increase to 150 miles
per hour, giving Opal a Cawegory
Four starus on the Saffir-Simpson
scale, rather than the Category Two
status previously indicared.

Had the atreraft not been there, the
NHCTs satellite pictures would not
have revealed the strengthening carly
enough to warn Florida residents.

Several deaths were auribured ro
Opal, hut many more might have per-
ished had the WATnings not gone out
so quickly.

Later in Ocrober, during reconnais-
sance {lights into Hurricane Roxanne,
two aircrews were called upon to pro-
vide scarch and rescue assistance 1o o
barge which sank oft the Mexican
coast. The crews continued o provide
weather data while performing the
scarch.

What's in store for nexr vear?
Colorado State University professor
Dr. Bill Gray, noted for his accuracy
in predicting seasonal acciviry, has
called for a below-average year, with
cight nammed storms.

Six of thase storms should become
hurricanes, Gray said, with two be-
coming major hurricanes.

[ e . — -~ "~ ]

\continued from Page 20 |
USAF Directorate of \"':';L.':NJIL'F.

The competition was composed of

three separate avenes which sirnulare real-
world raskings and challenged weather
forecasters’ readiness and rechnical skills.
Lach evenr was hoilt around a scenario
to include a varicty of Air Force Weather
operations and reflecred the complexity
of forecasting in different climaric arcas
around the warld.

By simulating the Now of nw weather
informarion into an arca of operations,
ihe scenarios required the forecasters 1o
provide several different produces and
services, Ar firse, lhcy used only limited-
daw forecasting techniques until com-
munications lines were estublished and
the dara flow increased. After the com-
petition, event scenarios are given o field
umits 1o provide philosophy. siructure,
and marerial for lecal readiness traiing,

To accomplish this, judges and con-
trollers representing the Air Force Di-
rector of Weather and the Combar
Wearher Facility, Huslbure Field, Fla.,
control a series of time-phased cvents
simulating an actual deployment.

During the first phase of each dayys
competiticn, the scenario was as if the
forecasters had just deployed 10 the lo-
cation. They ook whatever climatology
was avatlable to them  and combined it
with new information given them w st
up the inirial forecast,

During the second phase, the teams
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were fed more information, as if they were
in place for one day and had received in-
formation from other sources.

During phase three, the teams would
have set up their communications and
have their tactical equipment opera-
tional. During this phase, the competi-
vion simulates thar the teams are
seceiving weather informarion from Air
Force Glohal Wearher Ceneral (Offucc
AFB, Neb., a cenwer under the control
of AirWeather Service.) From that point
on, they're a mctical weather s1ation for
whatever the scenario is at the time.

While the missions were fictitious.
the weather thrown at the competitors
was real, gathered months earlier hy the
staft at the Combat Weather Facility ac
Flurlburt Field. The ream predictions
during the competition were graded
against whar acrual wearher occurred,

In addirion 1o focusing attention on
the relanonship beoween wechnical qual-
ity and readiness, the competition rein-
forced the time-honored military values
of teamwork. leadership, and coopera-
tion to accomplish the mission,

“Scoring was based on the finished
forecast project, not the method used
to produce it Bach forecast product
was judged by an objective set of scor-
ing criteria as specified in the exercise
plan.” said Staff Sgr. Russ Louk from
the CWE the chief controller for the
cotnpetition.

“The maximuin number of points a
taant carned vared greaty from scenario
to seenario. It depended upon the num-
her of weather parameters we validured

through actual weather observations.
Paints were awarded w wamns for the ac-
curacy of their forecasts, based on the
weather thatacrually occurred.” Louk said.

Conrrollers acted as subject experrs
in various areas relating to the organiza-
tion and execution of the competition.
During the events, the controllers ad-
ministered and exceured the wsting cri-
teria. Their responsibilidies included
acting as a consultant 1o the head judge,
assisting participants by addressing rel-
evani questions, and ensuring necessary
administrative procedures were carried
out during the event.

The wther competitors, the major
commands they represent and cheir bascs
of origin were:

Air Combar Command (IMA) —
Master Sgr. Carlos DL Vasquez (Fort
Campbell, Ky.) and Tech. Sgr. Michael
J. Carmody (Whiteman AFB, Mo.).

Air Force Material Command —
Staff Sgr. Paul G. Hamilion (Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio) and Senior Air-
man Mitchell 8. Swinrall (Rohins AFB,
Ga.).

Alr Force Special Operations Com-
mand — Staff Sgr. Mark R. Gusiillo
([Turlbure Field, Fla.) and Staff Ser.
Michacl . Evans {Fort Bragg, N.C.).

Air Education and Training Com-
mand — Tech. Sgr. Gregory A, Bond
{Reese AFB, Texas) and Staff Ser. Jimmy
R. Odon (Randolph AFB, Texas).

Air Mohility Command — Tuch,
Sgt. Keith E. Daniels (Score AFB, 1)
and Staft Set. James |. Gracfe (McGuire
AFB, N.J.).
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