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- A]r Force Weather specialists around the
A = f q world support Army missions using IMETS.
rmy o “e, The Integrated Merenrological System
program provides wilored environmental
weather for All praducts to Army decision makers through

Combat Weather Teams supporting the TL5,

By Leandro Delgado
AFWA Product Tailering and
Warfighter Application Branch

Army misgion. The primary IMETS compi-
nent is the Wearher Effeces Workstation. This,
along with the MNew-Tacrical Forecast System
wotkstation, the Small Tacdeal Terminal, and
the Tactical Very Small Aperture Terminal,
provide complere CWT support svstem.,

The IMETS receives Air Force provided
weather data, then processes produces For
discribution to users, The WEW hosts Armm
developed software including the Bartde Seale
Forecast Made! and the Integrated Weather

Effects Decision Aid, which generate and

provide Army specific operitional analyses to
Army operators,

IMETS comes in three configurations:
mounted in a Standard Integrated Command
Past shelter; wransporred on a Figh Maobility
Multi-Purpose Wheeled Vehicle; and a
deskiop configuration for use at Behelon
Above Corps in a command center environ-
ment, Thirty-fve IMETS mounted svstoms
are fielded and are being standardized to the
Block 11 confisuration,

The IMETS *Light” version s man

porrable and includes a minimum eapabitity

of power, tactical communications, 3TT,

. . WEW and T-VSAT. The “Light* systems
High Mohility Multi-Purpose Wheeled Vehicles roll through the desert, it A R Righe Seiem
fielding to specified units started in Y02,

Metenrological models used by IMETS are

generated at the Air Force Weather Agency or
Operational Weather Squadrons. This medel
data, along with other standard metearologi-
cal information from AFWA and Army
sources, 15 transmitted to IMETS via T-VSAT
— where the footprint of the satellite provides
coverage. The WEW continues to host
IWEDA and required Army communications
interfaces and the current METSAT receivers
will be replaced by the JMIST approach to
satcllite data discribution,

IMETS is an Army funded program, bur it
relies on delivery of TVSAT and STT o Air
Force CWTs supporting Army units, The

A typical setup for the HMMWY mounted Integrated
Meteornlogical System.

primary communications system for metenro-
logical dara co IMETS is the T-VSAT. %

OBESERVER - 3



XOW
Perspective:

AFW In Sync

with Army

Transformation

By Brig. Gen. David L. Johnson

Air Force Director of Weather

“Unired Seates Air Forces will be
responsible for mainrenance of
meteorolegical service for operation
of the Air Forces and provision of
meteorolopical service for the Army,
except Army meteorological ballistics
data which will remain in the Army”
This short paragraph was part of the
agreements called Funcrions of the
Armied Forees and the Jome Chiefs of
Staff issued April 21, 1948, which
suppotted the Narional Scouriny Act
of 1947 and is vitimarely what is
responsible for support provided 1o
the Army by Al Force Wearher,

Now thar Operational Weather
Sqguadrons have reached rheir full
operational capabilitics worldwide, i
i= ritne to scratinize the support we
provide from top to botrom, We must
cnsure we continue building on the
momentum reengineering creared in
order to provide weather support
second to none. We have alwavs
focused on improving support (o Air
Foree and Army warfighrers, opera-
tors and rrainers, and reducing,
workload/working smart wherever
possible. However, as vou no doubs
recognize, the world, and operator’s
requirements are changing ar an ever-
increasing pace,

Army leadership recognizes that

the fundamental differences in the
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threats we face today and will face
TOMOLITOWwW L'C(]UH'C us 1o I)C morc
strategicallv responsive than in the
past, Thercfore, Army Transforma-

rion addresses this requirement by

AT 15 poised to support the
Army much better since recngineering
allows combar weather teams to make
fundamental changes in (he way
operators ger support. OWDSs now
have an r_)pcmrionni area focus; arc
ahle to wark more closelv with
warfighters, understand rheir mis-
sions, weapon svstems and tactical
opctations talloring weather support.
Togecher the Army and AW will
leverage the capabilities and tools of
ATWA and the appropriate regional
WS 1o provide high quality, rimely
and relevane weather informasion
thereby streamlining the CWT func-
tions of today,

Re-engineering has been both an
Alr Foree and Army effort as we
worked together to svnchronize Army
modernizaton and AW reengiineer-

mg progriamns, C(JﬂCCPtS and proce-

“We must ensure we continue
building on the momentum
reengineering created in

order to provide weather
support second to none.”

enhancing readiness, deployvability,
agility, versatthey, Tethahry, survivabil-
iy and susrainabilicy, The Armvs
Objcctive Force focuses on dominat-
g the full spectrum of Jand foree
operations and AFW must be more
flexible and creative in providing the
necessary support. Army and iy
Force commanders require timely,
accurate, and precise data where
decisions are being made. Army
Translormarion requires seamless
integration of weather information
mto the planning and cxecution
processes of operarions at all ech-

elons.

Brig. Gen. David L. Johnsaon

dures. These concepts provide the
foundation ro support Army Trans-
formatien and the Objecrive Foree,
Both the Army and Air Foree are
focusing on light and lean forward —
both services are organizing, training,
and cquipping rhe force 1o that end.
This edition of the Okserer brings
vou scveral articles on Army weather
suppory; (rom happenings at head-
quarters staffs to CWTs in the fickl
These Army-related artictes provide
greatet insights inro how we are all,
Arnm and Air Foree, working together
to achicve the AW vision in supporr

of Army and Air Force missions, W



,_\.t-]:n‘», advantage of i, or mimmized its effects, through knowl-
A J wdge of the environment and appropriate planning,

On tomorrow’s battlefields, commanders will require

4O xXTE
-PL]- SI:)CCU ir e* even greater levels of knowledge to shape rheir enviran-

ment. This will 2llow the fight ro be executed on favorable

terms at a time and place of our choosing. Informanon
I I l e [§ I l 0 ‘N? 1edge Superiority and Decision Dominance are critical enablers
of this vision and Army Incelligence will provide the

Weather support...In step
with Army Transformation

requircd level of knowledge. T'he
vision of Army Intelligence for
the *Objective Toree”™ Army 1s a
eransformed Army Intelligence
team projecting knowledge at the
point of decision and cmpower
ing the Objective Force to ...
See Tirst .., Understand Tirse ...
By Lt. Gen. Robert W. Noonan Jr. Acr Uirst .. and Finish Deci-
Deputy Chief of Staff, G-2

sivelv! The Avmy Lotelligence

Throughout my career [ have continu-
allv been impressed by the seltlessness, . “AFW pEDple around the
dedication and professionalism ot the Air ; glObE ensure our militar‘f can
Force men and women supportng LS. / HPPW the rlght tools for the
personned play a crivical vole in bringing : nght ]ﬂbS at the ”ght time and
the full combar power capabilities of both in the Fight manner so our
the Air Force and the Avmv to bear, AW - nation achieves its national
reople around the globe cnsure our and nﬂ“tar-}; Dbj&ﬂiiu&ﬁ.”

militarv can apply the nght rools for the

Army operanons, Mr Force Weatlier

right jobs at the right time and in the righr

manner <0 our nation achieves its national

and milirary objectives.

Cur military’s combal power depends on much more Vision patallels and complements the Army Vision, while
than just its troops and weapon systems. 1t requires the cstablishing a bold, aggressive requirement for transtorma-
full integration of communications, intelligence and other  ton in order 1o support the Objective Force.
rpes of combat support and combat service support, Military commanders have always wanted 1o base their
These factors can be decisive since commanders can decisions on near-pericet knowledge, bur rarely bas such
clfectvely manipulate and control many of them to knowledge been immediately available forward at the point
achleve tactical surprise and advanrage. However, weather ot decision. Tn the past, the lack of perfecr knowledge was
15 4 factor over which commanders have hetle conrrol. compensated by using mass, technology, sufficient armor
With advanced forecasting techmques and the application to survive engagements and detailed knowledge of our
of weather effeces decision aids, understanding the opponents’ operational and tactical patterns, The transecn-
weather could provide a significant advantage when dent contemporary need for speed ot action, rapid
conducting military operations. deplovability and full spectrum dominance mandates a

Many battles throughout history have been won, or lost,  wansformed Army that stakes its success on dominant
due ro weather's impacts. Some examples include the understanding of the battespace, gained through domi-
Spanish Armada, Operation Overlord, the Batde of nant knowledge. Timely and accurate information about
Trenton, the Battle of Stalingrad, the Batde of the Bulge weather ctfects on operations is integral to the abiliy of
and both Napolcon’s 2nd Hitler’s atrempts to take Mos- the Army’s Objective Force ro achieve this dominant
cow. Though commanders mav not have been able to knowledge.
control the weather, they certainly could have taken See Army, next page
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Army Transformation

Maj. Bruce Lambert

Chief, Total Force/Army Policy In the fall of 2000, AT/NOWP

hosted an Army Weather Support

AL some point most Air Force svonchronization mectung, with staff

Weather specialists supporting the

members from Air Force and Army

Aoy will wonder if anvone in the
AL decisiop-making positions ¢ven
thinks about them. The questions
arisc... Hare they vver Geen ta the ficki with
the Arwey before? Dow? they knwe that this
Hew biece ,?’l' eqiifren iv tog f:{g ar not

bavticad eanich for the Arpry? Dos't

they &g dhe Army i chanping

way My aperate?
Coordinatinn berween
AW and the Army has
Hucruated over the vears,
Many vears ago we had
more people assigned 1o
Army centers and schools
and rhey worked with Army
civillan weather staff members,
Crver tme, the number of weather
personne! ar these locations dimin-
ished for both services so thar we
have AT SWOs at only three
TRADOC lucations and the only

Aremy avilian wearher personncl are at

metecrology, who are woerking on
formalizing the coordination herween
the rwo scervices and syneing Alx
Poree and Army reengimeering,

HQ Department of the Army, Scnior-level leadership was involved

“In Action”

to oversee hetier coordination be-
rnween the services. Topics varied from
doctrinal supporr to IMITS and a
number of other arcas in between,
Svnchronized, Army Transforma-
ticn and AT'W Reengineering etfors
provide the opportunity to give more
accurate, timely, and relevant wearher
support to Army operarers while at
the same tme allowing a reduc-
tdon of manpower and cyuin-
ment on the bartleticld, In
order o facilitate the
requited svnchronization,
AW developed a
svachrenization council
of Arnn and Air Toree
coloncls, A General
Officer Steering Grroun was
also formed o provide the
oversight and planning/ program-
ming direcrion necded to ensure
success, The memorandum of under-
standing that formed these o
groups wag signed in February 2001,
The GOSG provides the decisions

and oversight required to cnsure

See Transformation, page 20

Army, continued from previous page

The OF will use digital, observed and forccast weather
data Fields to create visualizations of the cifecrs weather
has on Avmy weapons and operatons. Timely use of
digital weather data will enkance command, conrrel,
comtuunications, compurers, intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance capahilities, Weather data tictds will be the
data source to perform the weather analysis funcrions in
the electronic Intellipence Preparation of the Battlefickd.
These fast reacting weather suppore capabilities will
ingrease situarional awarencss of the barslespace and
erable maximum use of the ISR «vstems by avoiding
potential weather limitations or adjusting the mix of
intellizence collection assets,

Diviral weather will be another kev information source
nerworked to crinical planning nodes 1o ensyee simart

munitions are emploved at locations where porential
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weather limitarions arc minimized and probability of kil} is
maximized, .\ wide range of sensors and shooters will
depend on accurate furecasts and fast-ilowing knowledge
ot the current weather condinions of the batlespace 0
anticinate threat sysrem dimirations and exploit ouwr friendlv
svstems superior high-tech advaniages during adverse
weather. Combat Weather Teamy will continue wo plav a
pivetal role in eahancing the success of warfighters who
will emiplov a wide-array of sensors and svstems that are
sensitive to weather conditions.

The work vou do will continue ro direetly suppore the
Army’s goal ro further develop an Interoperable, joint
CAISR architecture tatlorable o the jolne operational
picture, Teaming with Army personnel, vou will enable us
to ke advantage of the best ldeas and programs from our
services and enable us ro provide the narion with combar

power second o none, Y



By
Senior Airman Jamie
Hardin

- 25th ASOS Weather Flight

- Wheeler AAF in Hawaii 150’ my
firse cdhuty station, [ came from an -
Air Diducation & Training Com-
mand hase where 1 used to be an
observer. [ was just doing the samc
job day in and day our. Afier abourt
two vears in the service 1 received a
RIP for Whecler Army Air Field in
Hawait, All I thought was “Cool,
Flawaii!” T dida’t know ar the time
it was an Army assignment. Later
that vear T packed my bags and
said, “Aloha, Hawaii”.

Wheeler AAT is very different
from my last base. T am not aceus-
remed 1o the putdoors; a major
portion of thiz assignment is con-
ducted outdoors aad it involves a lot
of hard work, Not only do vou have
to be a top-noich weather technician,
vou also have to learn abour numer-
ous picces of high tech, tactical
cquipment, You have to know who's
whe in the Army and vou have to do
physical training, 1t took me a long
time to adapt to Army support. At
Wheeler, we support the 25th Infan-
try Division (Light). They deploy all
over the world to perform combat
operations as part of a Corps coun-
terattack.

I haven’t been to the field much
but every time | have, it has turned
out to be an interesting experience,
Let me tell vou about my most recent
trip. A team of five people loaded up
the HMMWYV and headed out to
Bellows AFS for a three-day internal

4

tralning mission, We
were to conduct com-
plete ficld operations
using the Integrated
{ Meteorological System at
the military training range.
The IMEETS is a system
designed to produce, display,
and disseminate tailored mission
weather forceasts, warnings, and
decision aids for battlefield opera-
tions. The IMETS is the meteorologi-
cal component of the Intelligence
Flectronic Warfare element for the
Army Battle Command System. It has
computers that receive and process
weather information from a variety of
military and eiviltan sources, and
disseminates forecasts/warnings and
decision aids to other batdefield
functional areas. The IMETS’
modular design allows for Air Force
weather systems/components to be
added into the Commander’s decision-
making process.

Everything was going smoothly on
the first morning. We set-up all of our
equipment with no problem, but
when mid-morning hit, a lot of locals

bezan camping our
around us, We filed to
realize that day was a
state holiday. [t was like
camping out in Central
" Park. We tried to stay
focused with our
trainiag objectives,
though. We were all in a pretev good
mood and patting ourselves on the
back about how well out set-up went.
I guess we shouldn’t have praised
ourselves too soon because our
generator broke down, This wasn’t n
good thing, 1t's probably one of the
worst things that could hive hap- :
pened to 2 group in the field. Luckily
we were able to ovetcome this hard-
ship by using the IMETS onboard
battery power to provide electticity
for the most vital equipment, not
hampering mission success. Toward
the end of the day, all the civilians
headed back home. ‘

The next morning we awoke to the
sounds of an Army unit setting up
right next to us. It was the 68th
Medical Evacuation Company, a 45th
Corps Support Group air-ambulance
unit stationed at Wheeler. They
provide medical evacuation support
for 25th Infantry Division. Although
we support them, we were unaware of
their scheduled joint training mission.
They were performing rescue missions
with the Honolulu Fire Department,
lifeguards, and the Coast Guard.

... See Hawaii. next page
OBSERVIR - 7



Hawaii, continued from
previous page

The Aviation Brigade Commander
sropped by to checl out our IMETS -
he was quite iinpressed. So impressed
that he asked if we would join the
G5th 1 telr semi-annual training
Mission — over-water rescuce-holst
tralinng cvents with safety officers,
rescue teams and emergency medical
personnel from the local fire depart-
ment, the state’s Ocean Safery Divi-
sion and the TS, Coast Guard. Our
part would include briefing the pilots
and participating in their training
scenarios. We aceepted his offer and
decided 1o stav an exira dav

I am alwavs up for any rvpe of
adventure, so | grabbed a life vest,
jumped on the back of 4 jet ski, and
headed out to sea. The lifegnard
dumped me 300 fee away from shore
and reoarned to land, Suddenly above
mv head, a Black Hawk helicoprer
appeared. A Aedlivac rescue diver
was being hoisted down a 100-foor
cable. Fle arcached me to the cable
and awav we went. The view from
above was breathraking, and the firse

thought that crossed my mind was,

“This bearts sirting behind a desk any
dmy I After parriciparing in the
exercise we resumed our training. The
Medlivae was alwavs ready to lend a
hand - thev even invited us to their
bontires. This camaradene inspited
me o write this article.

Larer that evening, an underground
fire was discovered across the street
from where we were set-up. The men
and women of the 68th didn’t skip a
bear. They jumped into action and
began hinding shovels, water cans and
fire extinguishers to put out the fire.
The roots of trees, ina densely
torested area, were ablaze. If thev had
not reacted so quickly, the fire could
have spread and endangered lives.
Oince the fire was out, it dawned on
me that these people nisk their lives
cvery day to protect human lives
whether those lives are military or
civilian. [ was proud to be a part of
thetr team,

[ would have never expected that
the next day could top the ane | jusr
cxpericnced, but it did. This tme T
got to jump out of a helicoprer fram
15 feer above the ocean surface, T was

rhen hoisted, with a rescue diver, into

a hehicopter hovering 100 feet above
us. After this, we loaded our gear in
the TIMNDAIWY and were ready to roll,
The 68" MedFsac Commandcer
personally invited the five of us to
come back again for the next joint
training excrcise. We headed back 1o
Wheeler, left wirh rhe answer to the
question: “Hew does an internal
training cxercise rurn into something
grearer?”

We went o Bellows AFS and mer
our training objectives and more, We
supportc:(l a multi-agency training
mission on the th, and had tun ar the
same tme, | Jove Army suppert! You
get o interact with people from
another service vou probably would
have never met otherwise, and there is
always somerhing o do. [iven though
we work with the Arrmy on a regular
basis, we don't usually ger to know
them on a personal fevel. They reallv
are great people. 8o if you are up for
a little adventure, want too scc a
difterent side of weather, and like to
stav busy, sive Army support a trvt We
work hard, and we play hard. In Army
support, each day brings a new

adventure!

4-Star appeal

Gen. John Handy, com-
mander, USTRANSCOM and
AMC, poses with Lt. Col. Lou
Zuccarello and Staff Sgt.
Charles Andrews, 15th Opera-
tional Weather Squadron, in
frent the Air Force Weather
display al the 34th Annual
AirliftyTanker Assccialicn
Convention in Nashville, Tenn.

Gen. Handy was cne of the
more than 2,900 attendees to
the three day event featuring
vendor displays, seminars, and
guest speakers. The event
culminated with Gen. John
Jumper, Air Force Chief of Staff,
addressing the altendees.

Photo by AFWA Pubhc Affars
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Reen ineeri n 40 knots as the warmer Pacific maritime air-mass began o
g g push north against the arctic ale- mass.
When Mother Nature throws these repes of curve balls,

P Divid
ays IVI ends vou berrer have a plan. This 1s where reengineering has

paid dividends by allowing the wearher specialists 1o

In AIaSKa integrare with the customer and adjust mission plans

according ro the pitch thats thrown,

During ABOL, exercise timelines were adjusied, fixed

By Capt. Mel Grove

3rd ASOS Weather Flight wing cxtractions changed to rotary wing extractions, and

“go/no-go” missions cxecuted based off the weather
HP EITS » oy .
Just as the Alaska’s Permanent Fund pays dividends ro techrician™s “weather call.” Towas che team effort of 1t

its state residents, the weather reengineering for the US, Wainwright's 3d Air support Operations Squadron Com

militare operaring in Alaska’s exrremc wearher and terrain bat Weather Veam, Elmendort AIB's 11ch Operational

conditions continues 1 pay dividends. Everyday, weather Weather Squadron and 3rd Operations Support Squadron

technicians are called spon to make critical decisions on CWT, and Eiclson AFB’s 354th Operatioas Support

e 2 : ; Fra 1 ¥ T B peerery e P S Byt | .
wieather conditions for remaore maountain passage, high Squadron CWT that tailored the weather call” to meet the

alutude mountain reseues for injured chmbers, target CUStOMErs MISSION requirements.

=< : 2 3 i z e L R T li % fra
acquisition and mission planning for joint forces combined [ wias so involved and versed on the Batealion’s mis
sion, 1 was informing other aviators on the plan,” said

Statt Sgt. Duang Bruce, 4th Battalion, 123xd Aviation

Regiment planning cell, Reengineering has pur the fore-

arms exercises. Under reengineering, the weacher spectalist

is able o fully integrare into the customer’™s mission

planning and execunon and this vear’s joint forces exereise,
\RCTIC BLAST 20011 was no excepiion caster jnter the heart of the planning process and reach
back weather support was in place where e had never been
before! Can vou say HOOMA? Y

There's an old cliche among the residents of Aaska, 4
s don't fike tie weather weait an boter, itlf chapge,
Sompetimet for fhe better, apd rametives for the worre! The
oo week long ARCTIC BLAST 2001 looked like jt
wis goine o be an casy oxercise for Amernca's averie
warriors with unseasoaably warm weather condi-
tions peior o the start of the exercise, Temperatures
were averagng 5 — 10 degrees Fahrenheir above
nornl chroughour the months leading vp 1o the
exerelse, however when the excreise starred the
temperatares dropped below normul to <30 F as a
lare air-mass of cold arctic air pusked south over

the Jnrerior of Alaska. Next came severe winds over

paris ofF rhe arca of operations, gusting as high as

Abcve, Senior Airman John Snodgrass uses the TMQ-34
to gather weather condition during Alaska's premier Arctic
Exercise ARCTIC BLAST 01.

Left, When the ltemperature is —20F and winds are gusting
over 30Kls, wind chill temperature can reach —80F. To
prevent frostbite and get out of the cold, Tech. Sgt. Wallace
Tumblin innovatively mounts the TMQ-34 on the HMMWY
and relays wind cenditions 1o pilots for takeoff.

i

OBSERVER - 9



Tricky Weather
no match for
Bagram team

By Lisa Burgess
Stars and Stripes European Edition

Troops deploved to Afghanistan for the war on
rerronism can expect a white Christmas,

Bar if the Bagram AB, Afghanistan, weather team
is tight, the snow won't create many problems
during the upcoming wincer, unless the troops head
for the mounrains.

Afghanistan’s mounrains, deseres and complex
wind patterns can make weather foreeasting a
daunting joh.

“This is 2 very difficult and challenging region 1o
forecast,” said Maj. Pete Clement, head of the
Bagram weather team. Clement s in charge of the
L8th Wearher Sauadron’ Joint Meteorologic and
Oceanographic Office, Fore Bragy, N.C.

Bui the Combar Weather Team, which includes
five other weather specialises, nises ro the challenge,
parsicularly with a new season approaching,

The good news abour winter is that the rraops
can expect Bagram 1o be much less windy than it is during
the summer. And while emperatures will be cold, they
won't be bitter — January’s minimum emperatures rarcly
dip below 27 degrees, said Clement.

Snowfail alse will he minimal. Snow could sart falling
as early as mid-November, but the monthly average s only
about fovg-fenths of an inch. The average January snowfall
iz berween 2 and 8 inches, added Clement.

The Bagram CWT, Balirain weather specialists, 28th
Operational Wearher Squadron, Shaw AUB, 8. and HQ
Alr Force Wearher Agency, Offute ATB, Neb., are respon-
sible for delivering live-dav weather forecasis tor 11
dgifferent locations throughout Afghanistan, according 1o
team member Master Sgr Mark Adams,

Forecasts include remperature highs and lows, wind and
preapitation. Twice a day, ac 7 aan. and 7 pom, the whole
team climbs the steep stairs (o the top of Bagram’s air
waftic control tower,

There, in a small but clean roony, stacked with compur.
ers and monirors, and an old copy of “The Farmer’s

Almanac,” where the weather technicians discuss weather

10 - Nov/Dec 02

FPhoto by Lisa Burgess
Air Farce weather technicians Staff Sgt. Jayson Wilson, left, and
Master Sgt. Mark Adams, adjust a satellite dish on the roof of the
Bagram AB contral tower in Afghanistan.

patterns during vhe fase 12 hours with rhe 28ch OWS, and
what might come up in the next 12,

Normally, Adams is flight chiet” for the 18y WS
Operating Locanon “Charlie,” ar Torr Kpox, Ky,

Before coming wo Bagram, Adams trequently communi-
cated with his boss, Clement, over the telephone and e-
mail, bur had never actuallv met him. Now the two worls
side by side.

Adams, a native of Elivaberhtown, Ky, has been doing
his job for more than 19 years.

After spending tme in Canada, Mexico, and Sourh
Kaorea, Adams save Afghanistan will be his final foreign
deployment befare he rerires. But before he hangs up s
uniform, Adams his one last challenge to meet — mastering
Afghanmisrans weather,

One of the major chstacles o forecasting i Afghani-
stan, according 1o Adams, is “there are very few weather
records here, because during the country’s 30 years of war,
people had better things 1o do than document the weather
every day.”

“You can't look back and see what the average snowfall,



or average temperawure, except tor about six locations
including Kabul,” he said, “and even thase records arc
spotey”

Art of forecasting

The Bagram team gers much of s data from the 28th
OWS and ALWA, which is overlaid against a varicry of
special computer programs that help develop the Mission
Cxecurion Forccasts that chart wind and precipitation
patterns and predict weather fronts,

“I'here’s a lot ol science in what these guyvs go
through,” Clement smd. But wearher “1s not just a science,
s also a fine ard”

Part of this “art™ is the weather observation. Several
times each day, one of rhe weather speciabists opens a set
of double windows in the tower room and climbs oulside

10 the roof, From that vaniage point, the techmician can

see the full length of Bagram’s runway and, in the distance,

the mountains that surround the arca on two sides.

The mountains act as a funnel for nordh-prevaling
winds, which rush rhrough the valley and come our at the
other end — which happens (o be right where Bagram s
located. Local Afghans call Bagram “the windy valley)”
Clement said.

Sumuncr and carly tall are the windiest scaxons here.
The Jocals have a name for that, oo — 120 davs of wind.”

Farlier this moath, right at the end of the windy
season, wearther specialists measured peak gusts at 45 mph,
strong enough 1o blow down tenes,

“The CWI"and the 28ch OWS forccasted that wind
three davs i advance,” Adwms said,

Keeping pilots safe

But wind 1« more than just a dusty nuisance. For
aviators, knowing weather conditions can lirerally mean rhe
difference between life and death.

Wind holds a special significance for tflicrs. Flelicoprers
have rrouble hovering in sivong winds, and crosswinds can
make takeoffs and landings dangerous,

“This 1s a vere demanding job, bur we save lives here,”
Adams said.

The tower’s weather room is staffed 24 hours a day,
seven davs a week, and “we briet every aicoraft thar fhes in

L]

or our of here,” said Statt Sgr. Javson Wilsen, a weather
rechnician normally assiened 1o support the Armvs 82nd
Alrbore Division, Fore Bragg, N.C.

In less than an hour one afternoon, Wilson took several
radio calls from pilots, asking about prevailing winds,

“Ohir customers ask us for advisories for any winds
higher than 23 mph,” Wilson sad.

Because weather is so critical to alr operations, the
Bagram forccasting team is all powerful when it comes wo

deciding when the weather is too poer to support tlights,

Any weather specialist in Bagram’s tower can shut down
the alrficld av any time, Adams said. “Its s call; and
nobody sccond-guesses hm.”

Planning ahead

Pilots aren’t the onlv ones who must put their reust in
the local weathermen,

One wearther rechmiclan has @ permancent seat in
Bagram’s Joint Operations Center, where missions for all
U.S and coalidon forces in Afghanistan are planncd.
Another rechnician sits in the 82nd Airhorne’s Tactical
Operations Center, whete the ground combat missions
onginate. Two more weather specialises are srationed at the
LS. base mn Kandahar,

“Chur job s to give as much advanced warning [ro
military commancders} as possible, so they can explolr the
weather for barde,” Adams said. “We help them plan
operations so that weather will not be a facior, and if 107,

that it’s to our advantage” %

Jump Assignment
Policy Implemented

Airborne Combat Weather Teams got
some assistance from the Air Force Person-
nel Center, Randolph AFB, Texas. As of
December 2002, AFPC will assign person-
nel headed for Combat Weather Airborne
units a “d" prefix for their Air Force Specialty
Code. This will allow the training system to
complete the Basic Mission Qualification
process before an individual reaches the
unit. Additionally, the “J" prefix will also al-
5 low jump-qualified individuals to work in non-
| jump billets after their initial assignment.

In the past, a weather apprentice gradu-
ate assigned to an Airborne team would re-
port to the unit and then go through qualifi-
cation training which includes jump school.
This compticated team planning and staff-
ing, because the personnel numbers didn’t
properly reflect unit capabilities, Moreover,
this wasn’t a short-term problem. Basic mis-
sion qualification could require up to two
years in training status due to requirements
scheduling. Now, Airborne units and the
weather specialists assigned will be ac-
counted for and properly designated -
trained and ready for duty. ¥ |

|

=y
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Weather Cooperation in Kosovo

By Capt. Leon Perkowski
7th Weather Squadron

When 1 was back in the States
providine weather support o F-16s, |
never once thought abour how
weather 18 coordinated in Norch
Attanne Treary Organization opera-
tions. I figurcd cach nation did 1ts
own thing, That can be true to some
extent at the operator level, with each
nation -C:a'ryu't‘ally' responsible for
providing weather support to their
aireratt. However, at the combined,
multnarional planning and siatf level,
weather support is expected to be
coardinated through NATO weather
channels to ensuare “one theater, one
foreeast.” New rthar many of our
deploviments support NATO-led
multinational missions, coordinared
weather support to commanders in
charge of multinanonal forces should
aot be taken for granted.

As the Chicef of NATO and Joint
Operations al 7th YWeather Squadron,
T USARIUR, T have worked on
NATO weather support issues for
abour 18 months. T have seen how the
“theory”™ of NATO wearher support
15 supposcd to work in our Mlied
Weather Publications and in our
NATO excrcises, but T had never seen
the theory really in action undl |
deploved as the commander of the
Tth Fxpedidonary Weather Squadron,
Camp Bondsieel, Kosova,

Lo this deploved position 1 wear
two hats: national and NATO. Under
my nauvonal har, 1 conducr wearher
opcrations in support of US. forces
in Kosove, primarily for Army
aviation. Under my NATO hat, |
provide meicorological and oceano-
graphic support to the commander,
staft and subordinate commands of
KITORs Multinational Brigade [ase,

which inelude forces from Poland,
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Ukgaine, Greece, and Russia. MNBs
North, West and South also have their
own duad-harted weather units, and all
of our “*NATO hats” come under the
KEOR Sentor METOC officer ar
KIOR HO) in Pristina.

I won’t bore vou with how the
NATO METOC structure Is sup-
pesed o work in theory (o promote
the NATO concept of “onc theater,
one forecast.” You can find chat in
such documents as AWDP #1 (for naval
forces) and AW #2 (for air and land
forces), and in regional guidance such
as WRID 80-33 and NRIDD 80-34. [t
works reasonably well in Kosove, but
can he expected to depend somewhat
on the NATO knowledge of the
Senior METOC Officer ac KFOR H(Q
and the weather officers at the
subordinate muliinational brigades,

Whar I find more interesting,
however, is the informal interaction
hetween the MNB METOC units
fostered by our monthly KIFOR
Meteorological Committee mectings.
Baclk in August 2001, 1 was invited as
the weather officer supporting Joint
Headguarters Centre (the leading
NATO Jand component command in
the NATO northern region) 1o auend
the 2nd KIFOR Mcereoralogical
Committee meetine and see how
support was being provided to NATO
land forces in Kosovo. At that
meeting, we weren’t even sure how
many different nagons had weather
teems in Kosovo, let alone how to get
in rouch with cach other directv or
what capabiliries cach team had. Bu
rthe arrendees cach broughr a clear
spirit of cooperation and willingness

to the meeting, and a number of good

ileas were proposed. Tiade did 1 know

then that Id be back to see the 10th,
Ilth, and 12th KIFOR Mercoralagical

Commitlee meetings sull going
strong.

Just ene vear of meetings has done
2 lot to enhance the inceraction
berween the MNB METOC units, \We
now have a healthy exchange of
METOC information and even throw
in a tew fricndly boasts about World
Cup soccer and Formula One racing,
We ar MNB(L) share skew-T dara
from our ARTY MET folks, our
bricting slides, and our radar data.
The (GGermans, in the south, share
skew-T data and much-appreciated
observatuons from their Forward Area
Limited Qbservation Program in a
few mountain outposts, The French,
in the north. pass on their morning
obzervation and bricting slides, The
Ttalians arve available for consulration
at the airfield near Pristina, The
Russians conrribure derailed climato-
logical records for the airficld.

None of us are in theater long
cnough te be confident we know the
local weather, but having an informal
mechanism te share dara, techniques,
and ideas helps us all support the
KI'OR mission just a litde bic betrer.
And meeting colleagues from all over
Lurope certainly enhances the KIFOR
expertence. As my NCOIC said, “1e's
pretry darn cool to meer weather felks
from 3 or 6 diftcrent countrics and all
be able to communicate in two
common languages: Linglish and
METAR So it vou should find
voursclf rapped to go to Bosnia,
Kosovo or some other NATO or
muliinatioaal enviconmment, take sonwe
time to find our abhour NATO wearher
supporr and seeck out both the formal
and informal ways for vou all to help
each other provide better weather
support to the mulrinarional forces in

3'(3[1 arca, ‘{



AFW specialists visit Slovakia

7th Weather Squadron
members travel to Slovakia
to participate in U.S.
European Command’s Joint
Contact team program

By Maj. David Runge
7th Weather Squadron

Although our duties ar the 7th Weather Squadron staff
headquarters normally entail overseeing weather suppott
to Furopean Thearer TS Arnw univs and joint forees,
Scmior Master Ser Jawrence Alexander, 7th WS superin-
tendens of aperations, and [ were given the rare epporto-
nity to participate in a mil-to-mil visit to a former Soviet-
bloc country. In lebruary of 2001, we cagerly accepred the
oppartunity and reaveled (o the Slovak Air Foree Head-
quarters at Zvolen, Slevakia.

Our unique mission was 1o familiarize the Slovak Aur
Force metcorologists with LLS. Air Force Weather
specialist’s weather suppott to Army air and ground
operations. We briefed 12 Slovak Air Force weather
officees from bases across Slovakia on topics such as
historical weather impacts on key battles, TS, Air Force
weather support concepts and infrastrucrure, weathey
tforces’ role in the military decision making process,
mission exccution forecast process, barttlefield mereoro-
logical measurements and operations, and other topics.
Our visit was in support of US, Furopean Command’s
Joint Contact Team Program.

The JCTP is the foundavon of USEUCOM’s Peacetime
Lngagement Programs in Central Europe and the New
Independent States, The program supports the
USEUCOM strategic objectives of stability, democratiza-
tion, military professionalism, and a closer relationship
with the Norrh Atlantie Treaty Organization, while also
responding to host nation requirements.

Jointly statfed Military Liaison Teams, three to five
members deploved in country, are the key JCTP elemenrs
bringing U.S. military expertise to bear on a wide range of
issues. More than 2,000 mil-to-mil contacts or “evenrs”
coordinated by these teams have helped host nations
address fundamental topics such as establishment of

military legal codes and programs to develop professional

Pheto courlesy of 7th WS

Maj. Misha, Slovak Air Force meteorologist, demonstrates the
Slovakian weather data-dissemination and display system for
then Capt. David Runge and Senior Master Sgt. Lawrence
Alexander, 7th Weather Squadron, during their visit to Slovakia
in February.

noncommissioncd officers.

To accomplish these mil-ro-mil cvenrs, the M1 Ts collect
host nation requirements and then bring in Traveling
Conract Teams, comprised of handpicked U.S. milirary
personnel with the right expertise to address specitic
requirements. TCTs go o the host nadon and share
information on how rhe U.S. conducts business. This has
proven to be the maosr effective type of event for reaching
the greatest number of mid-grade host narion military
personnel,

An interesting face about the Slovak military structure js
they have no NCO corps. In the Slovak military, one iy
either a conscript or an officer. Senior Master Sgt.
Alexander spoke with the Slovak officers about the role of
the ULS. military NCO corps and its importance wo US.
military forces” morale and efficiency.

Another tople that interested the Slovak officers was
AFW training metbods, When Slovakia and the Crech
Republic split up, their Mititary Academy discontinued its
meteorological program, so the Slovak Al Force is
currcntly exploring an ROTC-type educational program
tor its weather officers. We explained how AW provides
training to both its officer and enlisted persennel.

After two davs of briefings, Maj. Misha, a Slovak Air
Foree meteorological officer, gave us a rour of the Sliac
AB Weather Station and explained how they provide
weather support to cheir military forces. It was a beneficial

exchbange of information for both parties.

See Slovakia, next page
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Exercise TALON STRIKE ‘02

By Staff Sgt.
Bart Hopkins
Det. 3, 7th WS

On Febraary 27, 2002

four members from De-

tachment 3, 7rh Weather
Squadron, deploved w the
Crech Republie to provide
frome-line weather supporn
to the 2nd Squadron, 6th
U.S. Cavalry, The mission
of the exercise was to safcly
and efficiently enable the
squadron’s Apache helicop-
ter pilots to obrain current
flighe qualifications by the
conclusion of the Fxereisc
TALON STRIKE 02
TALON STRINE 02
also served as the ramp-up
o the much larger live-five
exercise, VICTORY
STRIKE TT1 in September
2002, to train and validate o
fast-response, ¥ Corps deep-smke force package with
NATO parmers. Much like Txercise VICTORY STRIKE
I conducred in October 2001, the 7eh WS again aug-
mented the USAFE OWS ro help stand-up a special
forecasring cell for the exercise. They provide support o
the expeditionary Army weather team comprised of four
Tth WS units, Detachments 2, 3

approximately 4,000 deploved <oldicrs, more than 70

10, and 11, o support

»

rotor-wing airerafl, and 300 sorties over a 150 sq-km Joinr

Operaung Area in Poland,

Fhotos couriesy of 7th WS

Staff Sqgl. Nicholas DiTondo, 7th WS weather specialist. sets up a TMQ-53 while deployed in
suppon of Exercise TALON STRIKE '02.

The weam effort 1o support VICTORY STRIKE 11
successfully rerouted more than 50 aircraft around devel-
oping hazardous weathet during two missions, and worked
deplovment timelines for all 76 aireraft inte a0 five-day
window working around 72 hours of restricrive weather,

For TALON STRIKL 02, getting cquipment and
personnel to the radiste Range was the casy part. Our
detachment hosted z full complement of ractical equip-
ment — [METS, a 4-pack HMMWY wirh trailer, Tacnical
Quiet Generator, TNOS, NAMIS, T-VSAT, STT, camou-

Slovakia. continued from previous page

I a common remc ot all weather folks to find a way
ro accomplish the mission regardless of obsracles.” said

Alexander. "This belict holds especially true for Slovak Air

Force weather personnel. It was mspiring o see the quality

of their weather supporr capabilities considering their
limired resources. Misha also accompanicd us on a tour of
the Slevak Military Muscum in Banska-Bystrica, Slovakia,

where we learned abour their partisan cffores against
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German forces during WAL

Although mostly limited 10 an exchange of weather
support concepts and information, this TCT visit plaved
an important role in America’s successtul outreach to
Slovakia. We both felr fortupate to participate i this
vaJuable program, and had a great experience exchanging
information and ideas with the Slovak officers and learn-

ing abour their country. %



flaging matcrials, cle. — that was rail-loaded and shipped
ahead ro an awaiting advance parey. Our personncd arrived
by bus, immediately sceured a location against the Tactical
Opcrations Center, and began to sct up.

Untorrunarely, heavy raing had lefr the area in near calf-
deep mud. Combine this with @ late arrival on site and ir
proved to be the perfeer recipe for missing our dav-anc scr
up tacget, Well 1nto darkness, and 16 hours after show
rime, we arranged our sleeping bags in the work rent and
called 1t a night,

W woke up carly the nexe day to the sound of wind
howling around and through the tent, and 1t waso’t long
before the OWS senr notification of a wind warning for
our deploved locarion.

If vou haven’t had the pleasure of putting up cammo in
40+ knots of wind, ler me rell vou_.ar isn’t easy. [ 1akes
clbow grease, persistence, and patience. Our sleep rent,
normally ready in less than 45 minutes, took more rthan
four hours (o sct up. We spent the rese of the dav putung
the tinishing rouches on our cquipment in preparation tor
rthe arrival of our airerail the following dav. After another
solid 16-hour day, we wirned in for the night.

On the third day, we were rhe key plavers as winds
continued to how] near aireraft limirarions and pilor
concern mounted. Satcllite receprion, LAN problems, and
maifunctioning cquipment were among the hurdles we
needed o overcome in order o create an accurate fore-
cast. It didn’t help dhat halt of our four-man crew were
new, or out of practice at baing “in the field.” Wich the

help from the OWS, we buckled

ately marerialize, sparing our aircraft the time ic would vake
to cvacuare back to home base. The rains held off as we
had forecast, and placforms of plywood were constructed
for the helicoprers during the following nwo days. When
the next big rains did come, our airceafl were ready.

Due to time limitadons during this exercise, the pilos
started ro fall off schedule, The operation tempo increased
exponentially and accurate weather torecasis became kev
to safe and on-time mission exceution. We knew thar with
such 2 small margin of error separating mission success
from bailure, our bricfings to the squadron commander
had 1o be as concise and as close to pericction as possible
More than 20 percent of the pilot qualiticauons were
complered in the final week, a third of these finishing an
the last day. The same commander we had faced daily, wheo
frequently scowling as we delivered had news, smiled and
rhanked us tor “oursranding weather support” when all
was said and done.

Were we all fefe with feelings of fulfillment? You bet!
We simply did our job as best we could, and the mission
succeeded, But more than that, honds were formed with
our Army brethren thae can’t be broken. Bonds forged by
being in the middle of v with them, From nos having
more than a “habv-wipe shower” for an entivre week, 1o
repairing tallen tenrs in the pouring rain and whipping
winds, o sharing a mid-day snack from an MRIZ, we all
feed 10 together, These tpes of events become invaluable
when building and strengihening the ties with vour

customer. ..yvour brothers-in-arms.

down, analvzed the situation, and
produced aceurate forceases of
the weather sitnation. When
scverad aireraft arrived safely and
on time that afternoon, it was a
sweet and st reward for all our
harvd work and persistence,

Since the heart of any exercise
or deplovment is the dailv
operations, we realized char our
work had only just begun. Our
next forecasting challenge came
in the form of expected rainfall
with our Apaches already having
problems sinking in the satu-
rated, muddy terrain, In most of
the area, stabde svound was
simply not available. As a strong
frontal boundary approached the

region, we forecase that heavy

precipitation would not immedi-

Members cf the 7ih Weather Squadron help set up a Deployable Rapid Assembly Sheiter
tent under camouflage during Exercise TALON STRIKE '02.
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Weather technicians help g

on target, on time

Are you familiar with Target Acquisition Weather Soft-

ware and Night Vision Goggles

Operations Weather

Software, commonly referred to in the weather com-

munity as TAWS and NOWS?

Whether you are or

not, you'll want to be familiar with the latest software
that merged the two programs into one — Target Ac-

quisition Weapons Software.

By Paige Hughes
AFWA Public Affairs

Col. Mary Lockhart
IMA, HQ ACC/DOW

TAWS can help you dramatically aid the warfighter in
getting bombs on target and on ome, IF you are not aware of
TAWS, but support units emploving preciston guided muni-
tions and farget acquisition systems including night vision
goreles, then you need to boost yvour knowledge in this area,

The TAWS program ranslates conventional weather

forecasts into weather predicted impacts on employed

weapons systems for 4 specified targer area. In effecr, TAWS

,u’l It s

)

and best aftack angles on to FalconView ainvays chans,

16 - Nov/Dec 02

This TAWS product overlays geo-refarenced predicted detection ranges

takes the guesswork out of finding the arget and being able
tox hie it

FTAWS allows our warfighrer to rer a feel for whas the
weather is like on the baglefield. 1t predicss the performunce
of eleciro-nptics weapons and navigarion systems,” said Col.
Mary Lockhart, Air Force meteorologist, TAWS supports
numerous missions such as Air Interdiction, Close Air
Support, Special Operatdons helicoprer refueling, (deatifica-
tion of pick-up/drop zones, training, search and reseue, and
Predator surveillance to name a few

The newest version of TAWS 3.1.2, arriving at flying
squadrons and weather units this monsh, has many significant
operades, TAWS now interfaces directly with Portabie Flighe
Planning Software, allowing for more ebuse
mission planning capabilite. Planners can now
integrate criical parametess, such as inrellipence
and weather, into one single source, enhancing
their capability to build a better “picture” of the
battiefield. Additional improvements include an
extensive training package and the choice of using
a classified or unclassitied version of TAWS, The
classified TAWS refers to the actual sensor names
while the unclassified TAWS uses the numbering
systern to designate a parteular sensor’s name,
The TAWS mrget darabase is constantly expanding
to meet new operational requirements and sargets
are available for download off the TAWS web site
At W Taws. ner,

TAWS is no longer a program operated by just

weather forecasters, 115 a ool that inteprates key
gr }




t bombs

e

—

components of
a mission -
planning cell.

This integeated

“ream™ of Ops, Intel

and Weather provides a

cross-feed of information tha
can significantly improve mission
planning and execunon. Unlike o
past versions, the sew TAWS

enables the area experts to inpur their

crirical information and save data separately for download,
Adrcrews can now run the program to obtain the desired
attack information,

“The ability to download the TAWS weather fle ailows
pilogs o run the program themselves, relieving the weather
shop from making several ime consuming runs for different
units,” said Maj. Dave “307 Thirtyacre, USAT Weapons
School, F-16 Division.

TAWS supports an automated weather reachback from
either the Air Force Weather Ageney’s Joint Air Force Army
Weather Nerwork or the Navy's Tactical Environmental Data
Server, The information populates the weather fields in
TAWS using model data from the selected source, The
parameters in the TAWS program are surface weather data,
surface laver informaton, clood information, and spper laver
parameters.

“Once all the required information is entered and detec-
tions are calculated, the program is able to predict the
performance of selected weapons systems. This helps leaders
mike “go/no-go” decisions and helps them develop the best
plan of attack,” said Lockhart. According to developers,
TAWS is the main DolD ractical decision aid used for unie
level mission planning. And weather technicians and com-
manders are secing the bencfits of TAWS in the feld.

“Based on the TAWS output, strategies could change — use
a different weapon, attack at a different dme, or approach the
target from a different direction,” said Tech, St Paul
Hamiltan, 1 TAWS user in f\fghnniﬁ[nn_

Dhirect feedback from deployed AEF-10 commanders
stated, *TAWS was crucial to planning tarper ateacks. TAWS

detections could “make or break™ an attack when wsing

_—, "

-

Precision Gidded
Munitions and worrying
about coltateral damase” In fact,
TAWS was nstrumental fo the St comba
employment of the Enhanced GBU-15 during Opera-
fons ENDLURING FREEDOM and SOUTHERN WATCH,
Deploved Coaliion Air Force aircrews were in full agreement
that TAWS and weather forecasters, co-located with Inrel in
the mission plinning cell, had a positive impact on mission
planning and exccution.

[n the mear furure, Air Force researchers will eelease the
Infrared Tasget-Scene Simulaton Software program. Coupled
with TAWS, TRTSS will penesate “through-the-sensor’ meger
scene predicions in the thermal IR waveband thar include the
effects of weather and time of day on a specific weapons
system. This capability can also be extended to the NV, and
visible wavebands. The pilot will be able to fly the mission
from virtually any attick altisude and heading.

For now; pilots are putang TAWS 10 good use. “We use
TAWS on virtually every sortie that involves any air-ground
ordnance or is Hown ar night,” according o Maj. Byron
Anderson, USAF Weapons School, F-15E Divisioa.

“AFW will continue to bring the most accusste and visal

weather information to the warfighter, helping to cnsure

muission success and survival. Its what we bring o the figtit”

siid Lockhare %°

This TAWS
product depicls
predicted
detection ranges
and best attack
angles for
multipte targets.
Further details
can be obtained
i the tabular
format also
produced with
TAWS.
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Air Force
additiona

By Paige Hughes
AFWA Public Affairs

rovides NWS
Doppler radar

Officials from the Alr Force and
NOANs Naoonal Weather Service
broke ground Oct. 28 for the installa-
ton of a Doppler radar in Brandon,
Miss,, which will provide Tow-Tevel
detection of severe weavher for
residents across that state.

Brig. Gen, David 1. johnson, Air
Force dircetor of weather, applauded
the relationship berween National
Weather Service and Air Force
Weaiher during his remarks at the

Ceremaony.

“This cooperative effort 15 good
government practice. We're doing
what’s righe for the nation while
continuing 1o forge a strong relation-
ship between Ar Foree Wearher and
National Weather Scrvice,)” said Gen.
Johason.

The radar was transferred 1o NWS
from the Alr Force mventory carlier
this vear and will be moved from
Ivcesler AT, Miss o the new site,
The Atr Force operates 26 of the 138
operational Doppler radars worldwide, The NWS and
Federal Aviarion Adminisrration operate the remaining
radars,

The NWS funded rhe cost of the move and the restora-
ton of the Keesler radar site 1o its original look. In
addidion, the National Weather Servvice installed a onc-of-
a-kind radar trainming svstem at vhe weadher technical
school locared at Keesler ATB.

The Dappler radar has been ar che Joint Weatler

Trainine Cenrer since 1993 and was the primary source for

radar sraining antil recently. Instructors determined a
better approach to training would allow srudenrs ro be
trained from taped radar data recorded from Incations
around the continenwl United Stares. The archived tapes
mclude weather phenomena such as tornadocs and hurrl-

cancs dating back o 1992,

Now I ean pull up any signiticant wearher event, i oany
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Phote by Palge Hughes=

Brig. Gen. David L. Johnson, Air Force director of weather, and Vice Admiral (ret)
Conrad Lautenbkacher, Jr., undersecretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere
and NOAA administrator, pose for photos during the ground-breaking ceremony for
the WSR-88D radar in Brandon, Miss., Oct. 28, 2002.

region, like the Texas rornado that hie in 19947 said Tech,
Se Scott Butler, NEXRAD instructor at the training
center. Joining General Johnson ar the ceremany were
kevnote speaker, Third IDstrict Congressional Representa-
tive Charles “Chip” Pickering (R-Mississippi); Vice Adim.
(rct) Conrad €, Tanrtcabacher, Ph.D., undersecretary of
commerce for oceans and atmeosphere and NOAN admin-
istrator; John Jenes, NWS, depury direcior; Mae
MelLaughling NWS Southern Region, chict program
ofticer; and Alan Gerard, Jackson weather forceast office
mcteorologist i charge,

The ceremony commemaorated an eveny that 1s a
winning endeavor for all involved. “The residents of
Mississippi ger better radar coverage, the Natonal Wearher
Service gets a needed radar, and the Aur Force gers a new
training svstem,” said Gen. Johnson, “This is a win, win,

win situaron,” he added.




Civil and Military Weather
ork Together

By Jodie Grigsby
AFWA Public Affairs

Two of the world’s leading weather
center directors met at Offure AFD,
Neb,, Oce, 30, Leadership from the
Air Force Weather Aoency aud the
Navional Weather Service met o
discuss the working relationship
between the fwo organizations, and
possible future endeavors,

Col. Chuck Benson, AFWA
commander, hosted the Director of
the Nattonal Weather Service, John
(Tack) Kelly, and members of the
NWS sralt,

“This was a great opporiunity 1o
highlight AIWAs srellar accomplish-
ments, and share them wich our
civitian counterpart, 7 said Col,
Benson.

APWA Is a leader among Unired
srates weather organizatons, maxi-
mizing cur Natjon’s acrospace and
ground combat cffectivencss by
providing accurate, relevani and
timely air and space weather informa-
tion 10 Do), coalition, and nationzl
users,

The National Weather Service
provides weather, hvdrologic, and
climare forceases and warnings for the
United States, its cerritories, adjacent
watcrs and ocean arcas, for the
protection of life and property and
the enhancement of the national
ECONOMY,

“Our misstons are similar but the
cmiphasis is different” said Divector
Keily

He should know: Brig. Gen. (rer)

[Kelly retired from the Air Foree in

1994 atter serving for 31 vears in
weather. His final position withio the
Air Foree was as Director, Weather
and Commander, Air Weather Service.

When asked why the meeting was
so important Col. Benson said, “I
think the rwo organizations under-
stand the value of learning trom each
other and impottance of {urther
developing aur existing relationship ra
benetit civil and military customers.”

Dirceror Kelly agreed adding, “1'he
Best way to do that is eyeball 1o
cveball”

Not onlv do the two arganizations
work together o develop and research
new weather technologics, bur AFWA
acts as the back up for several of

NWSs narional specialized centers.

AFWA s poised to 1ake over the
torceasting respansibilities for the
Aviation Weather Cencer, Storm
Prediction Center, Space Fnviron-
mental Cenecr, and the Natonal
Centers for Lovironmental Prediction
i anv of these agencies were unable
to perform the support. AWA Las
provided back-up suppore on several
oceasions during the past vear,

“Because we both do a similar job
we can learn from cach other and
leverage cach others capabilities,”
Director Kellv said.

"We work together ro make sure
the customer, no marier who they are
— milirary or civilian — have the hest
available support and weather infor-

mation,” said Col. Benson.

Photo by Jodie Grigsey

Heather Oviatt-Burg (right), AFWA weather technician, briefs Jack Kelly (left),
director of the National Weather Service, and Dr. Lou Uccellini, director of the
National Cenlers for Environmental Prediction, about the support the Air Force
Woeather Agency provides as the backup for the Storm Prediction Center. AFWA
personnel, who take over the forecasting responsibilities if any of these agencies
were unable o perform the support, must be certified to do so.
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Perfect Score!

Senicr Airman Christopher Morales is presented an Henor
Graduate certificate Oct. 24 by Capt. Christopher Cox,
commander, 335th Weather Training Flight, Keesler AFB,
Miss. Merales is the first person to achieve a perfect

many.

100% grade pcint average while attending the Combat
Weather Team Operaticns course. His assignment after
training is the 7th Weather Squadron, Heidelberg, Ger-

Photo courtesy of 335th TRS

Transformation, continued
from page 6

Army Transformation and AFW Re-
engincering stay in synchronization o
cnsure the weather support required
by all Army units is provided in the
muost effective way, They mect twice a
vear or as needed and provide tasking
aud direction to the SYNCoC.

The responsibilities of the
SYNCoC are to:

- Review all facets of Army Trans-
formation and AFW Reengincering to
see where changes are needed o
ensure Air ['orce and Army weather
support personnel and equipment
meet the roles and responsibilitics as
outlined in Army Regulation 115-10
and Air I'orce Joint Instruetion 15-
137 - Weather Support o the Army.

- [stablish agenda for the GOSG

and present unresolved 1ssues for

20 - Nov/Dec 02

dircetion and/or decision, Agenda
items for the GOSG will be for-
warded through all SYNCoC mem-
bers before the GOSG meets.

- Lstablish working proups, as
required, and assign appropnate lead
action organizations/officers.

The SYNCoC is covering a large
list of action items, Some of the
action items identificd arc:

- Communication/data require-
ments — working to cstablish stan-

dardized commen user communica-

tions for getting weather data to Army

CWTs for garrison and deployed
operations

- IMETS — many 1ssues relating to
IMETS have been covered, with the
big issue being how IMETS fits into
the AI'W Weapons System architec-
ture, which will determine how
IMETS is worked inte formal training
and future AFW systems

- A standardized graphical supple-
ment to the DD Form 175-1, for
Army aviation

- Working to establish a Combat
Field Skills training course by expand-
ing the existing SWO course

- Promoting betrer coordination on
equipment development and fielding
strategies

So the answer to the many ques-
tions raised out in the feld is “YES,
we are thinking about vou.” We arc
working many different issues to make
vour life and job easier and in line
wirh AFW Reengineering and Army
Transformation. Botrom-line: the
problems identified will require
significant buy-in and commitment as
well as perhaps some brain-bending to
think of better ways of doing what we
da today - by USAF and Army leaders
at the highest levels, 7



Florida ANG breaks ground on
new weather training center

By Senior Airman Stephen Hudson
Florida National Guard Public Affairs

Members of the lorida Air National Guard recently
breke ground on 4 new Weather Readiness Training Center
Nov. 3 at Camp Blanding, Fla., we replace World War 11 cra
barracks that currently houses the WRTC.

The new state of the are facility will cosr more than 84
million and is scheduled for completion in August, 2003,
The complex will include an administzation and clagsroom
building, an operations building for the 139th Weather
Flizht and a dormitory for the students attending the
school,

“This new facility 1s a major milestone in adding to the
high-quahry weather traning provided by our dedicated
staff)” said Maj. Lorctta Lombard, exccutive officer for the
WRTC We will be one ghant step closer o fulfilling the

vision of the WRTC with a world class tacility to provide

fully trained and capable weather warriors for Avmy and
Alr fighting forces.”

Opened in 1991, WRTCs mission 15 to provide basic
and inrermediate weather raiming to the 33 ANG weather
flights and active duty Al Force weather units, Training
provided at the WRTC i conducted primarily in a hands-
on eovironment and includes, bueis not limited 1o, perfor-
mance of the weather flight mission, “ficld conditions”
training, cnhancemenr of technical skills, wartime sorvival,
and various other clements of wetical weather support nel
covered in formal classroom instruction.

“What we™ve done here 1y to combine highly skilled
people with the best technolegy vou can get in this new
facility,” said Maj. Gen. Douglas Burnetr, Adjutant General
ot Florida. *T'he end result is a well-equipped training
cavironment that fits the needs of our customers — the

warkighters, operators, and traincrs.” %

Image courtesy of Bums a

Architects vision of the new ANG we
training center, Camp Ban, Fla.




U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

More than just
waterways and dams

By Lt. Col. David Zehr
Chietf, Weather Support Division, HQ USACE

An Army Major Commuand, consisting of 37,600

persannel located worldwide, managing 2 512 Billion

budget, Headquarters TS5 Army Corps of Tngineers is the

“largest engineering firm in the world.” USACE provides
direct worldwide engineering supporr to US, Air Foree,
Army military and foreign construction projects, pra-
gramis, cxereises, and contingencies. They construct and
operate nationwide civil works projects involving flood
control, navigation, and hvdropower generation, USACT,

5-1.1['191"\'?15{'9. the CIMCTZeney Up(.‘l."d-

10 supplement resources of Urban Search and Rescue task
forces; and provides pre-disaster training for USAR and
Incident Support Teams structures specialises. Finally,
USACE coordinates emergency power team taskings with
powCr-restoration activities (o assist in setting priorities
and ensures that time and resources are not wasted in
providing supporr to a faciliy thar is about to bave Qs
power restored.

The bese example of whar USACL can do oceurred
after the arracks of 9/11. USACE formed rwo Crisis
Mamagemear Teams 1o masage acuvities ar rhe World
Trade Cenrer and the Pentagon disaster sites. In support
of the WTC, the command deploved the 249th Engincer
Bartalion (Prime Power), Fr. Belvoir, Va., who provided
ENPEFUSC 1N CONNCCHNE Fenerators to commercial power
ands, USACT efiorts were kev i the removal of the
debris at the WTC ahead of schedule and below budget.

So who provides the wearher services for this Army
MACOM where disasters dictare what they will be re-
sponding 1o nexe? The Chict, Weather Support Division
for USACL, a one-person deep position, scrves as the
Staff Weather OfNicer to the Chicf of Dngineers/Com-
mandcr, [1Q USACE and his swaft, The SWO is solely

responsible for all worldwide meteorological, including

ton of island walerwavs, porrs,
and harbors, Including dredging
operations. They also provide
contraciing services to urban andg
rural firefighting forces to obtain
heavy equipment and/or demoli-
ton services as needed o sup-
press disaster related firves.

In support of the Red Cross,
USACE provides porable water
and ice for mass care use and bulk
diseribution o dizascer victims;
provides assistance 1 inspecring
mass care shelier sites after the
dizaster 1o ensurce sutiabiline of
facilities to safels shelter disasier
victims; and provides assistance in
constructing temporary sheler

tacilities, if necessary, in the

disaster arca, USACTE provides
teaincd Structures Spectalists and

Svetems to Locate Survivors teams
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Pholos courtesy of USACE
The U.S. Corps of Engineers’ flag flying over the Crisis Management Team trailer at the
Pentagon following the 9/11 terrorist attack.



space weather, support to
H USACT, developing
and issuing policy, provid-
ing and coordinating
cnvironmental support to
USACLs cight divisions,
forty-one district head-
gquarters, four rescarch
laboratories, and the
I'ngincering Barwalion,
Assipned o the HQ
USACT. Operations
Cenrer, the USACK SWO,
as a battle staff member,
15 on call 24/7 and
conducrs military watch
on all nameal disasrers
affecting ULS, miliary
operations, USACL civil
aperations ancd excecures
command and contral
functions supporring
wotldwide emergencey
management, interagency,
military, and civil works operations, exercises, and contin-
gencies. It is a challenging position, requiring environmen-

tal knowledge hierally “Irom the mud 1o the sun.™ So next

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ crews aid in the debris removal at the World Trade Center site
following the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

time vou soe the Corps emblem, know that they are more
than waterways and dams and thar AI'W s there support-

ing the command’s effores, ¥

Call for Inputs to Weather Reservist’s History

The Air Force Weather Agency History Office is
working on a history of reservists who have served
in Air Force Weather, or its predecessor, Air
Weather Service. This is a long-term project,
expected to take four to six years to complete.

The basic information needed to build a history of
weather IMAs includes:

Name and Rank

Where you served — unit, location, duty title, or
responsibilities

-Include active duty in addition to your reserve
duties

When you served

-Projects and/or exercises invalvement

-Were you recalled to active duty to support Air
Force operations?

-Did you receive any special honors or awards
from your unit, squadron, wing or AFW

Typical types of work

-Operations weather support

-Scientific development (models, technical
applications, training enhancements...)

-Your proudest moment as a reservist

-Challenges you faced as a reservist and IMA
-Scolutions to overcoming those challenges

Any supporting documeniation describing your
work that you'd be willing to share with the history
office?

-These could be tour orders, memaranda or
reports you wrote, or other papers.

The initial focus is on the Individual Mobilization
Augmentee, but inputs from all members of the
reserves who served in weather are welcome and
encouraged. This history project will be capped
with a booklet about the reserves of AFW, their
stery and impact on the mission,

The official AFW histories contain a wealth of
information, which helps weather leaders make
more effective decisions. Reservists are part of this
wealth of information. This call for history inputs is
for current and former IMAs and Air National Guard
weather flight members. More information is
available by emailing Lt. Col. Beth McMulty, IMA to
the AF'WA Commander at
Beth.McNulty @ afwa.af.mil or the AFWA History
Office at HO @ afwa.af.mil, ¥
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XOVW, Staff provide answers

Brig. Gen. David L. Johnson, Air Force director of weather. and his staif are dispelling rumors and educating the career field on
“hot issues” in weather. Questions my be submitted to the Air Staff via e-mail at: afwow @ pentagon.af.mil

f._,{ 4 What do | need to get promoted in the enlisted

system in way of education, jobs, etc?

A.; This is a difficult question o answer because 1t varies
for the grade. Your MAJCOMN chiefs ar enlisted representative
can provide mare detail for specific grades,

Generically, vou need to do the best job vou can at your anit
so vour HPRs are good and then you need to casure YOU
HAVE COMPLETED THE APPROPRIATE PROFES-
STONAL MILITARY EDUCATION and ciellege cducartion,
You must complete PME for vour rank and when possible, vou
should ke the next level of PML by correspondence or in
residence. You must casure voure at least enrolled in @ Commu-
niry College of the iz Force degree tor your caveer field. You
would be surpdsed how manv people never check e see if they
are enrolled and for the weather carcer ficld. You mav only nced
four ¢r five classes o complere a degree. Complenng vour
CLAF degree is a plus, and vou may be able ro CLEP the few
remaining crecits ot take the classes in residence, by carrespon-
dence, or any other method possible,

Addinonally, vou need breadth of experience. Does this mean
vou have to move o another base — nor necessariy, but vou
shruld consider moving jobs if vou plan o stay on the same
hase, Your next job should show vou are expanding vour
harizons or taking what vou've learned from headquarters job
and wsityg it in an operadonal job. Some examples ol career
broadening jobs include AW, space assignments, Army and
ALSOC jobs, instructor dury — both PAME and AFSC school-
house, headquarters jobs, recruiting, fivst sergeant, conumand
chief master scrpeant, cie,

Finally, awards for excellence alwavs help for promotons —
boards use awards tor SNCO promouons, some Equal Plus job
packages uses this information for selection, and the poines
earned From some awards help toward vour promouon. The
simiplest advice anvone can give vou in this avea — participate in
base, lncal, and unie activites when possible and assume any
leadership positon vou can i the acuvides. You should look for

things you enjov and do not do an activity just for promotion.

L)L Why can't my unit close at night with the hub
operating?

A-l For the most part, we agree that vour univ should close
wihenever vour local customer closes the runway or unir, A lot of
units are still operating as if thev were a Base Weather Staton —
doing analvsis that should come from the hub, and second

guessing the hub’s TAFs and warnings, not explaining the

recnzineered process 1o their customers, ele. AW wics to
cducate the base leadership on the reenginecred process and
provides the top cover for the local Combar Weather Team to
operate as we envisioned in the reengineered suate. Now we have
to perform a mind change in our own minds. YOU JUST
DON'T HAVE ENOUGH REENGINEERED MAN-
POWER TO CONTINUE TO OPERATE AS A BASE
WEATHER STATION. When leadership fails to change, our
people sutfer and evenwually we all suffer when the overworked
roops separate ar the first chaace.

I challenge all of vou o review your processes, educate vour
local hase leadership, and step our of the box we knew as a BWS
and embrace reengineering. Units are converting to recngineered
states as our customets are educated. Trust and confidence
berween OWSs and CWTs remains the kev ro rimely and
AccuraLe Cuslomer support,

d:i 4 |Lam an Initial Skills Course trained Forecast
Apprentice and recently was told | need to go to a hub
next. | feel | know the CWT job and have been trained to
do any AFW job. So why do | need to go to a hub?

A- We applaud the CWTs who have managed to get the
new ISC TA trained — most Likely the OWT got the FA to a hub
for some huly rraimng (thanks to MAJCOMs help). But, the
shori time a I'A spends taining at a hub is very different from
actually working there dayv to dav and the expeviences gained are
invaluable, USALF/XOW implemented a policy thae all FAs will
gct back 1o a hub for additional rraining so all 1SC graduares are
on an cven plane for experience and for thelr careers.

The hub expenence provides not only the fearning center for
new technical approaches ro forccasting, i includes the
mentoring by experienced contract trainers, SNCOs, officers,
and other airmen in all aspects of military life and provides
insight into the weather career field as & whole, Knowing the
issues and problems a hulr experiences day to day working with
C\WTs can provide growth and insight 1o make a berter future
leader because vou know the hub processes and what thev can
produce for a CWT. The FA coming from a CWT 1s scronger
because they know rhe issues and problems from that level and
can provide a different approach to the issues between the two
uquts. The hub experience also provides them nsight into areas
the CWTs may cover but ate not required o routinely complete
such as TADI/warning preparation, regional graphics, regional
briefing cell work, ete. that they should be aware of for promo-
tion testing and just basic weather skills, So ves, every A must

zo through the hub process and will get w a hub in their carcer,
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Staff Sgt. Scott Losenicky
, 67th Weather Squadron, Lamp Red
(hmcﬁ Korea

- Detachment Training Manager

Years Tn:Service: 8
Hometown: Des Moines, Tows
Role Model / Why?: My mother and father, for
providing me with an g:xccll_cm_ childhond and
alwavs being there when' I ne:ed'e'd_ them — after 30
vears of marriage, they are still going wr'ron'g
Hobbies: BBQing, rolf, foothall,. nm[hmg
ntdoors!
Reason joined the Air Force: Aa a-child, I
Found my dad’s Vietnam era Alr__Fr.!_rm. uniform,
ever since that day 1 was hooked, and kocw |
would follow in my father’s footsteps
Most memorable ARW expetience: A.ll A$8 10

Statf Sgt. Rol !
T2nd OSS/OSW, kau AFB, Okla.
Wiither Technician
Years n Services

) "hn Laramonga, Calif,

P ChieE Master Sgt. Chils: bhunw. av, When | was:
gan, he shosed me the value of getfing favolved,he
1:|npurmn:;_:_ r:-t mttl 1t1w. and Ihdl nOce CVeryone ]‘H:l ‘s Into the feam
concept and the misston; the unlt/orgammmm can accomplish
anything,

Hobbies: W m:[nng a1% children grow up and develop, plaving polf,

~ watching any and all spofis

Most Memm-able Air Force Weather Experience: Soon afier
arriving at Tinker AL, the'state and region was kit by one of the
MOSE CXTENgive :iu. stormq inchistory. Haviog grown up in California
and never hwu'r in o cold: climiite; the power and the destructiveness
of this storm was Jmaftl"lh Wf: had the event covered and zave our
fliers cond wa.rmngﬁ, but:the. abri[ty of the weather toe mmﬂ; stspend
ail opu.nrlons and to caus;. lnass dam.a;_r_ b an; LLIT.lff_‘ arcd waa in eye-

OP(STIL T,

ments iy career have be_cq r_nuﬂrrmblc, from ebscrving Sikr Chinook winds in Mortind o tormadees 10 Kansas,
forecasting -100° 1 wind chills in Norﬂifbak()ta, to working with the US. Army on the DMZ in Korea, Every duty
station has provided me with'itvalusble cxperience and grear personnel who have trained, mentored and guided me
through my career: M) f'rf(jsii"_vr!u:rrwral)l{; would have to be briefing the LS. Army's 2nd Infantry Division Commiand-

ing General during'a “ficld excreisg, in the middle of the Korean Monsoon s¢ason —we received 11 inches of rain in six

houre.
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Brown, H{) AFPWA, Offun

L Carson, 55th SWXS, Schriever
ol -11‘-* - ’

apt. Friez Van Wijngaarden, HQ AIWA,
Ottt AFB, Neh,

E!:_n,gf!r aster Sgt, William Kyle, HQ AFWA,
Oftutt AFB, Neb,

Senior Master Sgt. Donna Huebner, H?
AREA, Offuet AFB, Neb.

Master Sgt. Darrell Adams, HOQ AFWA,
Oftfurt AIFB, Neb.

Master Sgr. Ronald Bridges, O AINWA,
Offurt AFB, Neb.

Master Sgt. Robert Davidson, 2nd W Fr,
MePherson, Ga,

Master Sgt. Joel Hart, FIQ) ATWA, Offute
AFB. Neb,

Master Sgt. William Johnson, HQ AIWA,
Offutt AFB, Neh,

Master Sgt. Bruce Linde, 2nd WE, ['1.
Mel'herson, Ga.

Master Sgt. Isaias Ortiz-Lopez, HQ AINCA,
Otfut ATB, Neh.

Master Sgt. Donglas Rishel, HO AW,
Qo AFB, Neb.

Master Sgt. Stephen Turkovich, HO AFWA,
Otfutr AFB, Neb.

Master Sgr. Brian Woodard, [10) ALWA,
Offuer AUB, Neh.

Tech Sgt. Kerry Barnes, F10) AIWA, Offun
AFE, Neb.

Tech, Sgt. Susan Bowers, 15th ASOS, Hunter
AAL, Ga

Awards and Decorations

BRONZE STAR
Maj. Stephen Rornolo, 2Znd WT, Fi.
MePherson, Ga,

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
Col. Joseph Morales, 1O AFWA, Offui.
ARE, Neb

Col. David Smarsh, NOA A, Washington,
D

Col. Mark Welshinger, H(Q USAF/XOW,
'\\.":l.s|1jngk)ll. nC.

Lt, Col. William Brown, H(} AFWA, Offurr
ALB, Ncb.

Lt. Col. Jeffrey Carson, 33 SWXS, Schriever
AFB, Colon.

Lt. Col. John Egentowich, H() AFWA,
Oxffurt AFB, Neb.

Lt, Col. Jav Fitzgerald, HQ) USAF/XOW,
Washingron, DC.

Lt. Col. Randall Skow, ¢3L-I, AFWA,
MNorpan, Okla.

Lt. Col. Kim Waldron, H() USAF/NOW,
Waghingron, DIC.

Lt. Col. Curtis Winstead, HO) USAF/ XONW;
Washington, DUC.

Lt. Col. David Zehr, HQ USAF/XOX]
Washington, DIC.

Maj. Michacl Adams, OF-H, AFWA,
Hanscom AFB, Mass.

Maj. Edward Bensman, HQ AFAWA, Offurt
AT, Neb.

Maj. Shawn Filby, Det. 5, ABWA, Palchia
Solar Ohsereatory, Hawagi

Maj. Martin Loveless, HO ATWA, Offun
AFB, Neb,

Maj. Danoy Lucas, HOQ AWA, Offunt AFB,
Neh.

Maj. Richard Mueller, HQ AW, Offun
AT, Neh

Maj. William Olson, Des. 1 AFWA|
Learmeneh, Ansiralia

Maj. Robert Rankin, Dot 7, AIWA, Tinker
AI'B, Okla.

Maj. Michacl Roche, HOQ WAL Offon
AFD, Neb.

Maj. John Sheply, FIOQ USAL/NOW,
Washingtan, D.C.

Maj. Frederick Williams, AW, AFWA,
Iarlbore Field, Fla.

Maj. Jarnes Ulman, HOQ AMC, Scorr AFB, 111
Capr. Aricl Acebal, HO ALY, Offurr AVB,
Neb.

Capt. Thomas Blazek, HQ ATWA, Offure
AT, Neb.

Capt. Brian Griffith, AFCCC, MAVA,
Asheville, N.C.

Capr. Kelly Law, 35th SWXS, Schriever AFB,
ol

Capt. Travis Steen, HGQ AFWA, Otfun AFB,
Neb.

Capt. Steven Storch, HQ AFWA, Dffurr AFB,
Heh

Capt. Fritz Van Wijngaarden, H) APWA,
Ofare AL, Neb.

Capt. Robert Wacker, HQ AINWA, Oftun
AFB, Neb.

Chief Master Sgt. William Kyle, H() AFWA,
Offutt AFB, Neh.

Chief Master Sgt. Daniel Michalewicz, 110}
ATNA, Offurt ATT, Nl

Senior Master Sgt, Alfredo Domingues, Det.
7AW, Tinker AFTL, Okla

Senior Master Sgt. Donna Huebner, [10}
AINA L Cifure AT Neb.

Senior Master Sgi, Ricky Keil, H AFYWA,
Offurt AT'T, Neb.

Senior Master Sgt. Salinda Larabee, | ()
USAF/XOW, Washington, D.C.

Scnior Master Sgt. George Statler Jr.,
AFCCC, ATPWA, Asheville, N.C.

Master Sgt. Darrell Adams, HQ) AI'WA,
Offurr AT'B, Neh,

Master Sgt. Ronald Bridges, FIOQ AW,
Ofurt ATB, Neb.

Master Sgit. Steven Campbell, HO AIWA,
Offurt AUB, Neh.

Master Sgt, Jefferson Cook, ATVCWC,
ATWA, Hurlbure Field, Fla.

Master Sgt, Shicla Dollison, Dot 50 AFWA,
Palehua Solar Ohservatory, Hawall

Master Sgt, Joel Harr, 110 AFWA, Otilur
AFB, Neb.

Master Sgt, Rick Gardner, HQ ALIWA,
Offurt AFB, Neb.

Master Sgt. James Jozek, [ APWA, Ofture
AR, Neh.

Master Sgt, Carl Johnson, HQ ALWA,
Offurt AIB, Neb,

Master Sgt. John Johnson, AFCOC, AW,
Asheville, N.C.

Master Sgr, Willtam Johnson, H(Q ATWA,
Ofbute AID, Neb,

Master Sgt, Gary Mercer, [10Q AFPW A, Oftue
AlB, Neh.

Master Sgi. Isaias Oruz-Lopez, H{ ALY,
Orfture AT, Neh.

Master Spt. Donglas Rishel, TG AFWA,
Offutt AT'B, Neb.
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Master Sg1. Stephen Turkovich, 110) AT'WA,
Oftot AFB, Neb.

Master Sg1. Brian Woodard, H() AFWA,
Oflute AFB, Neb.

Tech. Sgt. Carlton Geene, T10) USAF/ KON
Washingron, I

Tech. Sgt. Jerry Pedone, O1-1 ALWA,
Norman, Okla.

Seaff’ Sgt. Raymond Miller Jr., B0 ATWA,
Oftutt AFB, Neb.

JOINT SEEVICE COMMENDATION
MEDAL

Maj. William Carle, [SOC, Fr. Bragg, N.C.
Master Sgt. James Wiemann, JSOC, T,
Bragg, N.C.

Tech. Sgt. Brian Anderson, [SOC, Fr. Bragg,
NC

Staff Sgt. Chris DeCorte, [$OC, Fr. DBragg,
NC.

AIR FORCE COMMENDATION
MEDAL

Lt. Col. Christopher Strager, 146th WF,
Coraopolis, Pa.

Maj. David Bacot, AI'CWC, AFWA, Hurlburt
Field, Fla.

Maj. Thomas Goulter Jr., FIQ AFWA, Oftutt
AFB, Neb.

Capt. David Cray, HQ AFWA, Offurt AFB,
Neb.

Capt. Michael Graf, 146th WF, Coraopolis,
Pa.

Capt. Juan Hidalgo, FIQQ ATWA, Offutt ATB,
Neh.

Capt. Andrew Martin, HO AFWA, Offar
AI'B, Neb.

Capt. Mark Nolley, [10) AIWA, Offure AFB,
Nels

Capt. Michacl Richman, [T} ATWA, Offur
AFR, Nch.

Master Sgt. Michael Gardner, 146th WT,
Coraopolis, Pa.
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Master Sgt. James Malia, 146th W,
Coraopolis, Pa.

Master Sgt, David Tucker, 146th W,
Coraopolis, a.

Tech, Sgt. Terry Avery, Det. 7, AFWA, Tinker
AL, Okla,

Tech. Sgt. Kerry Barnes, HO AW, Offuc
AUB, Neb.

Tech. Sgt. James Barton, L. 7, AJWA,
Tmker AVB, Oikda.

Tech, Sgi. Greg Bell, a4t WE Willow
Grove ARS, Pa.

Tech, Sgi. Susan Bowers, 13th ASOS, Huater
AAF, Ga,

Tech, Sgi. Alice Brunette, 55ch SWXE,
Sehricver AFB, Colo.

Tech, $gi. Thomas Cardinal, AFCW/C,
AFWA, Hurlbury Ficld, Fla,

Tech. Sgt. Julie Clark, HQ AFWA, Offurte
AFB, Neb,

Tech. Sgt. Michacl Claxton, H(Q AFNA,
Offure AFB, Neh,

Tech, Sgt. Stephen Heywood, Det, 5,
AFWA, Palehua Solar Observatory, Hawadi
Tech, Sg1. Angcela Hilliard-Sellers, Det, 7,
AFWA, Tinker AFB, Okla.

Tech, Sgt, Patrick Johnson, AFCWC, AFWA,
Huriburt Field, Fla.

Tech, Sgt. Douglas Leas, H AFWA, Offurt
AFB, Neb.

Tech, Sgt, Timothy McKinnon, Det. 7,
AFWA, Tinker AFB, Okla.

Tech. Sgt. Anthony McSwain, H(Y AFWA,
Offuic AFB, Neh,

Tech, Sgt. Robert Nechuman, HCY AFWA,
Oftute AFB, Neb,

Tech. Sgt. Jeffery Peterson, HQ AFWA,
Offute AFB, Neb.

Tech, Sgt. Francis Rolkowski, Det. 7,
AFWA, Tinker AFR, Okla.

Tech, Sgt. Jamnes Slisik, Det. 1, AFWA,
lcarmonth, Australia

Tech. Sgt. William Thompson, HQ AFWA,
Offurt AB, Neb.

Tech. Sgt. John Tunney, 146th WT,
Coraopolis, Pa.

Staff Sg1. Cory Brown, QL-A, ATCWC,
AFWA, Camp Blanding, Fla.

Staff Sgt. Clayton Eyler, L46th W,
Coraopolis, Pa.
Staff Sgt. Christopher Harper, FIQ AFWA,
Otfure AT'B. Neb.

Staff Sgt. Jerouny Hauser, Der 7, AFWA,
Tinker AI'B, Okla.

Staff Sgt. Charles Litdejohn, Det. 7, AFWA,
Tinker AFB, Okla.

Stalf Sgt. Randall Marmino, FIQ AFWA,
Oftutt AFB, Neb.

Stafl’ Sgt. Mackenzie Mercer, [10) APWA,
Oftutt AI'B, Neh.

Staff Sgt. Lori Powell, Der. 7, AT'WAL Tinker
AIB, Okla.

Stadl Sgt. Jeffery Regan, 110 AW Ofhurt
ALFB, Neh.

Staff Sgt. Michael Riedy, 113 AFWA, Offurt
AFB, Neb.

Stafl’ Set. Lena Spengler, 531k SWXS,
Schriever ATH, Colo

Staff Sgt. Susan Willis, [ ATWA Offur
AlB, Neb.

Staff Sgt, Kurt Zachary, FIQ AINWA, Offure
AFB, Neb

Senior Airman Jonathan Arensmeyer, Det. 7,
AFWA, Tinker AIB, Okla.

Senior Airman Alexander Early, T1(; ATVWA,
Oftatt AFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Renech Manuel, [10) APWA|
Offure ATB, Neb.

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL
Maj. Pat Hayes, USAIC, Pe. 1uachuca, Arix
Capt. James Wingenroth, 123ch WT, Tulsa,
Okla.

Master Sgr. Bill Simcox, USAIC, Te
Huachuca, Ariz.

Tech. Sgt. Susan Bowers, 13th ASOS, [lunter
AAF, Ga.

Staff Sgi. Chris DeCorte, [5OC, Fr. Bragg,
N

Senior Airman Bobby Baum, Dct. 3, 7th WS,
[llesheim, Germany

JOINT SERVICE ACHIEVEMENT
MEDAL

Major Scout Hausman, [ AFWA, Offure
AFB, Ncb,

Capt. Danjel Weckley, HQ) AFWA, Offurt
AFB, Neb.,

Tech. Sgt. Brian Anderson, JSOC, Fr. Bragg,
NG



Staff 8gt, Chris DeCorte, [SOC, It Bragg,
™L.C

Staff Sgt, Dave McKinney, [SOC, I't. Bragg,
N.C.

Staff Sgt. Michael Schierer, JSOC, Fr. Bragg,
N.C.

ATR FORCE ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL
Capt. Robert Edwards, FIQQ AFNCA, Offunt
AFD, Neb.

Master Sgt. Lewis Aliman, APCCOC, AFWA,
Asheville, N.C.

Master Sgt. Louis Canjar Jr., AV'CCC,
APWA, Asheville, N.C.

Master Sgt. Lyle Elliot, AFCCC, AFWA,
Asheville, N.C.

Master Sgt. Glenn Harris, AFCCC, AFWA,
Asheville, N.C.

Master Sgt. Dennis Huggins, FIO) AFWA,
Offun AV, Neb.

Master Sgt. Harry Lind, 28:h {)55/O5\W,
Ellsworth AFB, 5.0

Tech. Sgt. Christopher Bundrick, 55th
SWXS, Schriever AFB, Colo.

Tech, Sgt. James Clark, 53tk S$WXS,
Schriever AFB, Colo.

Tech. Sgt, Israel Cruz-Colon, et 3, ATWA,
Ramey, Pucrts Rico

Tech. Sgt. Lawrence Fiala, [T ATWA,
Oifturr AFB, Meh,

Tech. Sgt. Linda Ham, Der 1) ATWA,
L'_'.-.'!I!I\..-:'Il.!':"} ‘\I:‘-i‘r.!li:!

Tech, Sgt. Jimmy Jackson, 55t SWXS,
Schaever AFB, Colo.

Tech, Sg. Williarn Maruin, TIO ATWA|
Cfutr AFB, Neb.

Tech, Sgt. Scott Wilkins, AI'CCC, ATWA,
Asheville, N.C.

Staff Sgt. Gary Brooks, 28rh O85/08\]
Ellswarth AFD, S.1D.

Seaff Sgt. Gery Cook, 1€ ATWA, Offun
AR, Neb.

Stafl Sgt. Matthew Myers, [T ATWA
O AL, Neh,

Suaffl Sgrt. Ricky Palmer, ATCCC, ATWA,
“sheville, (..

Suaff 8gt. Michael Schierer, JSOC, Tr. Bragg,
N

Stafl Sgt. James Shaw, AFCCC, ATWA,
Mshoville, NLCL

Staff Sgt. Gary Spray. 110 AW, Otlun
AFR, Nelw

Staff Sg1. Richard Wright, AFCCC, ATWA,
Asheville, N

Stafl Sgt. Shadrick Wynn, HQ) ATWA,
Offuie AL, Xeb.

Staff Sgt. Francis Yeager, 110 ATPWA, Offut
AlFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Sarah Burns, 33t SW XS,
Si_lfil leveT .‘\l‘li ( :C)h).

Sendor Airiman Christepher Fidler, H ()
AEWOA, Odffier ATFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Robert Follis Jr., 7.\,
AFWAL P George Meade, Md.

Scnior Airman Nathan Halstead, HO
AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Benjamin Hastings, 55th
SWXS, Schriever AFB, Colo

Senior Airman Jennifer McCaulley, H(})
AT, Oftute AFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Relynn Monroy, HQ AFWA,
Offurt AFB, Neb.

Scnior Airman Nandi Morgan, FIQ AFWA,
Oiffare AFB, Neb.

Senior Aicrman Karl Nelson, FIQ AFWA,
Offurt AFB, Neh.

Senjor Airman David Salazar, Dot 7, ATWA,
Tinker AVB, Okla.

Senior Airman Gary Skinner, HQ) AFWA)
Crfure AFB, WNeb.

Sentor Airman Paul Sobezak, 1103 ATWA,
Otfurt AFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Nicole Spreitzer, IO ATWA,
Oirurr AFB, Neb.

Sendor Airman Anthony Walker, FIQ) ATWA,
Offuee AFB, Neb.

Airman Ist Class Nathantel Chisley, 110
AINKA, QOffutt AFB, MNeb.

Airman 1st Class Jeremy Friedrichsen,
ALCOC, AFWA, Asheville, NoC.

Airman 1st Class Shannon Linderman, 25th
OSS/OSYW, Ellsworth ALB, 8.0,

Airman [st Class Mathew Miles, AFCOC,
ARWA, Asheville, NG

Airman Seann Clark, 110 ATWA, Oftore
ALFB, Nel.

ABRMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

Suaff Sgt. David Elliow, Det. 3, Trh WS,
Weshenn, Germany

Senjor Airman Derrick Bright, 12560 WT,
Tud=a, Okla.

Senior Airman Justin Christian, [25th WT
Talsa, Okl

Senior Airman Nathan Gillock, 123th WT,
Tulsa, Okl

Senior Airman Ehzabeth Henderson, 1235th
WL Tulsa, Obda

OUTSTANDING UNIT AWARD
607th W8, Yonpsan, [Kore

Education

WEATHER OFFICERS COURSE

Capt. Bradley Stebbins, 2iith (WS, Yokors
AB, Japan

1st Lt. William Booe, 25th OWS, Davis-
Monthan ;\['H, Ariz,

1st Lt, Aaron Stults, USATT. OWS, Sembach
A ()-:'flli::,l'l:.'

2nd Lt Tremton Cloer, 28th (WS, Shaw AT,
S

2nd Li, Daniel Horton, USATTL OW'S,
Sembach AB, Germany

2nd L. David Huston, 11th (AVS,
Llmendoed AMEB, Aliska

2nd Lt, Annctie Parsons, 26:h OWS,
Barksdale AV, La

2nd Lt Kimberly Stellato, 80th (355/05W,
Sheppard B, Tesas

2nd Lt. Travis Wyatt, 25th OW'S, Davis-
Monthan AEB, Ariz.

2nd La. Tal Ziv, 17th OWS, Flickam ATDB,
Hawaii

WEATHER CRAFTMAN'S COURSE
Maj. Gynwon Oh, Dacjon, Republic of Korea
Staff Sgt. Jerome Adams, FIQ AFWA, Offuu
AFB, Neb,

Staff’ Sgt. Heath Alexander, Do, 7, Tth W,
Grafenwoehr, Germany

Staff Sgt. Kelley Allen, Lst OS5/0SY,
Langley AFB, Va.

Staff Sgt. Jennifer Ball, [3th ASOS, Tt
Carson, Colo.

Stalf’ Sgt. Greg Bianchi Jr., 19th ASOS, b
Carnpheli, Ky

Staft’ Sgt. Amy Brannon, 110) ATWA, Ofrun
ALB, Neb.

Staff Sgt. James Brown, 75th OSS/05W, Ll
ALB, Urah

Scaft Sgt. Montgomery Campbell, 3rd WS,
Fr. Hood, Texas

Seaff Sgt. Jason Cleinens, 45th WS, Pairick
AR, T,

Stafl Sgt. Mcgan Egnew, t 7rth OWS, Flickam
AVDE, Howad

Stafl Sgt. Brian Fjeld, | 7ch ONWS, Hickam
AFB, Hawall

Staff’ Sgt. Russell Froat, LI() ATWA, Ofturn
AFDR, Neb.

Staff Sgt. Marty Gameon, 11th RS, Indian
Springs, New,

Staff Sgt. Brvan Garton, 3771k M55/ W,
Kirtdand ALIB, N.AL

Stafl Sgt. John Geyer, 309th O88, Whiteman
AFB, Mo,

Stafl Sgt. Julia Hagan, 20th (WS, Yokoo
AR lapan

Stalf Sgt. Eugene Jeunelot, J10) ATWA,
OFfun AUB, Nelb

Staff Sgr. Adrien Kierzek, 110} ATW,
Offun AUB, Neb,

Staff Sgt. Geoflrey Lamson, 3rd WS, I't.
FHood, Texas

Staff Sgi. Tanna Langue-Yarnell, 92nd
OISS/OSN, Faireludd AYB, Wash,

Staff Sgt. Michacl Tee, 20t OWS, Yokt
AD, Japan

Stafl Sgt. Joshua Lewis, Der. 2, [0l (WS
{Nirbore), P Bragy, N

Stafl Sgt. Mario Luna, Det. 1, 10k CNWS, T
lowis, Wash.

Stalf Sgt. Wanda Nicholls, 347th (385 /O8W]
Moody AUB, Ga,

Stall Sgt. Brady Spiczka, 607th W§,
Yongsan, Kored

Staff St Jeremiah Storv, 19th ASOS/CDW,
Fu. Camnplell, K.

Staff” Sgrt. Shaun Wallace, 97th 085/ DOW]
Alus AL, Okla,

Staft Sgt. Vernee White, 27th ()33/(05W]
Cannon AUB, N

Staff Sgt. Paul Wilkerson, 189th MSE, Ark.
Swaffl Sgt. Scou Williams, 39th O88/(O8Y,
Incirlik, Turkey
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Scaff Sgt. Timothy Williams, 72ad OSS/
OSW, Tinker AFB, Okla.

Staff Sgt. Gregory Yourz, 10t OWS, Fr,
Bragg, MN.C.

Staff Sgt. Angela Zephier, 17th OWS,
Hickam AFB, Hawai

Senjor Airman Sheila Baber, 7th OS5, Dyess
AR, Texas

Senior Airman Trottjoseph Lee, 436th OSS,
Digver AFB, Del.

Senior Airman John Plate, 81s¢ OsE, Kecsier
AFB, Miss,

FORECASTER COURSE

Staff Sgt. John Blackwell, 127th W, Forbes
Figtd, Kam.

Staff Sgt. Adrian Kiczek, H( AIFWA, Offuc
AFB, Neh.

Senior Airman Jeffrey Cerza, 62nd QSS8/
QSW, McChord AFB, Wash.

Senior Airman Aaron Strickland, 37th OS5/
OSW, Lackland AFB, Texas

WEATHER FORECASTER APPREN-
TICE COURSE

Tech. Sgt. David Ivey, 26th OWS, Barksdale
#hHBH La,

Petry Officer 2nd Class Rob Olmstead
(Honor Graduate)

Staff Sgt. John Hawkins, 181st WE, Carsacll
ARB, Texas

Senior Airman Carlos Austin, 26th OWS,
Parksdale AFB, La.

Airman 1st Class Dustin Baca, 25th OWS,
Davis Monthan ATB, Arix.

Airman 1st Class Jeffery Ostwald, 15¢h
OW'S, Scorr A, TIL

Airrman 1st Class Curtis Robison, 28th OWS,

Shaw AIB, S.C.
Adrman 1st Class Christopher Travis, 26th
ONVS, Barkeclaie AR, Ta.
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COMBAT WEATHER TEAM
m’l’ms COURSE

st Lt, Laura Beeson, 8th OSS/08W,
Kuasan, Korea

18t Lt. Jacob Thomas, 509th (OS5/08YY,
Whitetnan AFB, Mo, (Distinguished Graduace)
2nd Lt. Bradley Harbaugh, Distinguished
Graduare)

Tech. Sgt. Mark Gadzala, Det [, 607th WS,
Camp Red Cloud, Korea

Tech, Sgt, Gary Rann, OL-A, 353ed OS5,
Torepn, Rorea

Tech, Sg1. Rubi Tornero, Det. 2, 607th WS,
Camp 1 Iumphrq\. s, Worea

Staff Sgt. Beian Clark, 23th OWS, Davis
Monthan AFB, Arix,

Stalf Sgt. Jefferson Helfrich, Dt 3, 10th
CWS, Fr. Brage, M.C.

Stafl Sgt, Gregory Parker, 10th CWS,
Hurlburt Ficld, Fla.

Staft Sgt. Chris Walton, 43th O85/OSW,
Lakenbearh, UK

Senior Airman James Ahern, 63th OS5/
OSW, Lajes Field, Azores, Portugal

Senios Arroan Kert Baste, Ve 3, T 1S,
Ilesheim, Germany

Senior Aicran James Clanahan, 607th COS,
Olsan A, Korea

Senior Airman Michacl Delgado, 607th WS,
Yongsa, Korea

Senior Airman Elijah Edwards, Det. 3, 10t
CXUS, . Bragg, N.C.

Sentor Airman Myria Edwards, 63th 0SS/
OSYY, Lajes Ficld, Azores, Portugal

Senior Airman Anthony Fountain, 39th
0SS /OSW, Tneirdik AD, Turkey

Scnior Airman Thomas Gwinn, OT-B, Dert.
1, 607ch WS, Camp Paze, Korea

Senior Airman Clavton Harris, Dot 4, 7th
WS, Wicshaden, Germany

Sepior Airman Kimberly Hawn, 30rh O35/
Q8W, Andersen AB, Guam

Scnior Airman Teresa Hernandez, 4ch (OS8/
OSW, Seymour Johoson AFB, N.C.

Senior Airman Patricia Holder, 3rd ASOS,
Fr. Wainwrighr, Alaska

Senior Airmyan David Hugenbruch, Dei. 7,
Tth WS, Grafenwochr, Germuny

Scnior Airman Brian Kendall, 3rd ASOS, T
Wainwright, Alaska

Senior Airman Christopher Morales, 7th
WS, Heidelberg, Germany (Distinguished
Ciraduate)

Senior Airman William Robinson, 55th
0O85/08W, Ofture AFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Melissa Ruocco, HQ AFWA,
Offutt AFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Sherdean Sherman, 3rd
ASQS, Fr. Wainwright, Alaska

Senior Airman April Wilsan, 334th O88/
OSW, Liclson AFB, Alaska

Airman 1st Class Jarnes Davison, 354th
OSS/OSW, Fielsen AFB, Alaska

Airman 1st Class Darryl Ford, 354th 088/
OSW, Lielson AFFB, Alaska

Airman 1s1 Class William Guthrie, 3rd
ASOWS, Fr. Walnwraght, Alaska

Airmum st Class James MoGee, L5
ASOG, Dope AFB, N, (.

Airman 1st Class Jeremy Montgomery, Der
6, "th WS, Wieshaden, Germany

Airman 1st Class Christopher Patterson, 3rd
ASOS, Fro Wainwright, Alaska

Airman 1st Class Sarah Sabins, 37dth (857
OSNG Yokots, [apan

Afrman 1st Class Jessica Tipton, Der. 2,
GHT1h W, Camp Humpheeys, Korea

COMBAT LIFE SAVER COURSE
Seall Sen, Boasy Hophking, Den, 3, TdWS,
Tilesheim, Germany

AMS/NWS FELLOWSHIP AWARD
Evan Kuchera, University of Nebraska at
Lincoln, Neb,

NCO ACADEMY
Tech, Sgt. Scott Nych, Der. 1, ATWA,
Learmonth, Auwstralia

Promotion

Sclected for promoton to Captain
Danicl Wundcr, 607th WS, Yongsan, Korew

ANG Promotion

Promoton te Technical Sergeant

Donna Kirckof, 116th W, Camp Murray,
Wash.

Monica Preble, 120th WT,, Buckley APB, Colo,
David Correa, 210th W, March ARB, Calit.



Master Sgt. Rick Gardner, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb., received his General's coin
for his outstanding contributions o the Communication and Intormation Directorate
and the entire agency. He reengineered the LAN upgrade technical solution for
Learmonth Solar Observatory, Auslralia, boosting performance tenfold and saving
more than $17,00C. Gardner also directed the redesign of classified data storage
processes, which averted loss of service to the Special Suppont Operations Bra
and the National Intelligence Center and saved the agency more than $44,00¢ in
manpower, Additionally, he was AFWA's SNCO of the Quarter for July — Seét
2002 and serves as the agency’s backup First Sergeant. #

Receiving General's coins:

Chief Master Sgt. Chris Fiores, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb.
Master Sgt. Carol Andersen, AFCWC, AFWA, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
Master Sgt. Dale Light, AFCWC, AFWA, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
Master Sgt. Lawrence Peterson, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb.
Master Sgt. Ray Secession, AFCWC, AFWA, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
Master Sgt. Jonathon Vereen, 16th OSS/DOW, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
Tech. Sgt. Gabriel Lacayo, 16th OSS/DOW, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
Tech. Sgt. Ronald Richards, AFCWC, AFWA, Hurlburt Field, Fia.
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Walker, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb.

Tech. Sgt. Donald West, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb.

Staff Sgt. Timothy Dixon, AFCWC, AFWA, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
Staff Sgt. Tim Dunman, HQ AFWA, Qffutt AFB, Neb.

Staff Sgt. Michael Mazucce-Mambala, 46th WS, Eglin AFB, Fla.
Staff Sgt. Bradley Paul, AFCWC, AFWA, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
Staff Sgt. Carl Schuett, HQ AFWA, Qfutt AFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Thomas Grabrick, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb,
Senior Airman Anthony Scott, 46th WS, Eglin AFB, Fla.

Airman 1st Class Jeremy Coleman, 16th OSS/DOW, Hurlburt
Field, Fia.

Staff Sgt. Robert Decker, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb., received his Chief's coin for his
work in AFWA's Network Operations and Security Center. He cleaned up AFWA's firewall
rule base and removed identified port vulnerabilities. He ensured data flow was not impeded
and spent several months adjusting the web-filtering product to ensure the product was
stable and that the system would provide all the reporting and statistical information needed
for security assurance. Additionally, Decker coordinated with vendors to provide solution the
agency's web log server running out of virtual memory. His efforls stabilized the system by
having the server reboot itself every Tew hours and continuously log all web traffic.

Receiving Chief's coins:

Senior Master Sgt. Rob Rios, 46th WS, Eglin AFB, Fla.
Senior Master Sgt. Jeremy Samuel, AFCWC, AFWA, Hurlburt
Field, Fla.

Staff Sgt. Amanda Jenkins, 46th WS, Eglin AFB, Fla.

Staff Sgt. Jason Smith, 46th WS, Eglin AFB, Fla.

Airman 1st Class Nicolas Reinstein, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB,
Neb.
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Army Weather

l'-‘{ Under the National Security Act
. of1947]whicH transferred the Air
- Force from the Army and estab-
' j lished it as a separate branch of
o ‘tﬁe. military, the Air Force was
i de responsible for the provi-
Y g:n of meteorological service to

'}E}trmy, except Army meteoro-

_ al ballistics data which re-
.| mdihs in the Army today.



