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Incidents 
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Congressional Interest 
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Amerithrax Case 
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Broader context: 
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Experts, think tanks… 
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HSC/OSTP analysis:
 

Data call and review led by OSTP working group: 
Considered nearly 50 regulatory/policy documents from 7 

Departments and Agencies 
Information was gathered for nearly 40 general policy 

objectives in 5 thematic areas: 
Registration 
Personnel 
Access Control and Security 
Transfer of Biological Select Agents and Toxins 
Inspections 

Focused on intent of regulation/policy objectives rather 
than implementation 
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Executive Order 13486:
 
January 9, 2009: 

Established a working group to review biosecurity at U.S. 
labs and issue a report to the President within 180 days 
with “recommendations for any new legislation, 
regulations, guidance, or practices for security and 
personnel assurance” and “options for establishing 
oversight mechanisms.” 

The order covers federal and nonfederal facilities that 
conduct research on, manage clinical or environmental 
laboratory operations, or handle, store, or transport 
biological select agents and toxins. 
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Community input on policy:
 
Establish mechanisms for external evaluation of 
and input to improve existing laboratory security, 
personnel reliability, and safety policies and 
practices 

National Academy of Sciences study 
 

National Science Advisory Board for 
Biosecurity tasking 

1111 



1212 

Questions? 


