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Presentation Outline

• AAMC Background
• Group on Research Advancement and 

Development (GRAND)
• Response to query
• Other methods for dissemination 



AAMC Highlights

Founded 1876 with 22 members
Currently, 129 accredited U.S. and 17 
Canadian allopathic medical schools
~ 400 affiliated teaching hospitals, 
health systems (including VA health 
system)
94 academic societies



Categories of Participation

• Council
• Organization
• Professional Development Group
• Advisory Committee

No Individual Membership



AAMC Governing Structure*

Executive Committee 10 Members
Executive Council 30 Members

ASSEMBLY
COD     125 Members
CAS 94 Members
COTH 125 Members
OSR 12 Members
ORR 12 Members

COUNCIL OF DEANS
125 Members

COUNCIL OF TEACHING 
HOSPITALS AND 

HEALTH SYSTEMS
400 Members

ORGANIZATION OF
RESIDENT

REPRESENTATIVES
48 Members

ORGANIZATION OF
STUDENT 

REPRESENTATIVES
125 Members

COUNCIL OF ACADEMIC 
SOCIETIES
94 Members

*Currently under review 



Relation to NIH

AAMC member medical schools and 
teaching hospitals perform 
approximately 60% of NIH 
extramurally sponsored research.



Professional Development Groups

• Group on Business Affairs
• Group on Institutional Planning
• Graduate Education and Training 

(GREAT)
• New GREAT sections for MD-PhD 

Programs and Post Docs
• Group on Research Advancement and 

Development (GRAND)

Including, but not limited to….



GRAND

• Professional development group for 
Research Deans and Deans of Clinical 
Research 

• Provides a national forum for the 
promotion, support, development and 
conduct of biomedical research in 
medical schools and teaching hospitals.

• Fosters exchange of information and 
analysis of issues critical to the 
research enterprise.

• Next national meeting, April 17-18, 2008 
in Bethesda.



GRAND Group Steering Committee

Ted Cicero, Ph.D, Chair
Washington University

Jeffrey R. Balser, M.D., Ph.D.
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Richard J. Bookman Ph.D.
University of Miami SOM

Chi V. Dang, M.D., Ph.D. 
Johns Hopkins Hospital 

Rose S. Fife, M.D. 
Indiana University School of Medicine

Brian Herman, Ph.D., - Chair Elect
University of Texas Health Science Center

Robert P. Kimberly, M.D. 
University of Alabama School of Medicine 

Ross McKinney, Jr., M.D.
Duke University Medical Center

Jay Moskowitz, Ph.D. 
President, Health Sciences South
Carolina,

Roderick Nairn, Ph.D. 
University of Colorado at Denver and
Health Sciences Center

Leonard H. Rome, Ph.D. 
UCLA Geffen School of Medicine 

Sally A. Shumaker, Ph.D., 
Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
Charles F. Moldow, M.D., University Minnesota 
Medical School 



Email Query on Dual Use Research

14 initial responses out of ~100 possible.
1. Level of awareness – uniformly 

estimated as “low.”
Exceptions are for disciplines like 
virology, for institutions with major BSL 
facilities, etc.

2. Perception of research – uncertain 
consequence, investigators do not 
believe affects them.



Email Query on Dual Use Research

3. Effective Mechanisms 
a. Federal Policies: national meetings, 
institutional visits and roundtables (ex. 
of DEAC at Commerce, which held 
regional meetings and local site visits).
b. Education and awareness building: 
respondents overwhelmingly supportive 
of web modules.



Email Query on Dual Use Research

Other observations:
Strong preference for educational and 

outreach programs over regulation or 
other rulemaking. (FDP reports average 
of 42% investigators’ time spent on 
administration).

N.B., the few institutions reporting high 
levels of awareness use “notice of use”
forms or other documents.  One 
respondent proposed “research grand 
rounds” by faculty for faculty. 



Email Query on Dual Use Research

Other observations:
“Education [on DUR/DURC] has to be 

topical, not ideology based, not national 
security dictum but good research 
practices.”

Society meetings that reach out to faculty 
most likely to have impact.  Others note 
focus on university offices that deal 
with compliance and administration.

“Clear and logical rules – backed up by 
defined process.”



Other AAMC Information Products, 
Annual Meeting

• AAMC STAT:
• http://www.aamc.org/newsroom/aamcstat/

• Washington Headlines:
• http://www.aamc.org/advocacy/washhigh/

• CASMail, BasicMail & ClinicalMail:
• CAS@aamc.org



Member  Communications



Stephen Heinig
Senior Research Fellow
Biomedical and Health Sciences Research

Executive Secretary, GRAND 

Association of American Medical Colleges

sheinig@aamc.org

202-828-0488


