
United States Department of State 

Foreign Affairs Manual 

VOLUME 9 – Visas 

Change Transmittal:  VISA-1373 
Date:  November 9, 2009 

 

9 FAM 41.57   
NOTES 

 
9 FAM 41.61   

NOTES  
 

9 FAM 41.61   
PROCEDURAL NOTES 

Changes 
1. This Change Transmittal issues updates to the following sections: 

 9 FAM 41.57 Notes,  

 N4  Requirements for Approving International Cultural Exchange  
  Programs 
N6.2 Approved Petition Is Prima Facie Evidence of Entitlement to Q  
  Classification   
N7.1 Same Petition Used for Approval of Program and for Participants  
N7.3 Substituting Beneficiaries   
N10.2 Evidence Forming Basis for Q Visa Issuance   
N10.4 Consular Consolidated Database (CCD) Access to Approved 
  Nonimmigrant Visa (NIV) Petitions   
N10.8 Limitation of Q Visas   
 

 9 FAM 41.61 Notes, 

 N2.2 Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) 
  Record is Definitive Record   
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N2.3 The Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) 
  Fee     
N3.6 Student Must Present Form I-20 at Port of Entry (POE)   
N7.2 Choice of Academic Institution   
N9.1-1 b General   
N13.5 Optional Practical Training    
N13.5-1 Extension of OPT for Science, Technology, Engineering, or 
  Mathematics (STEM) Students    
 

 9 FAM 41.61 Procedural Notes,  

PN1.1   Removed this subheading:  Visas Limited When Bond Required 
PN2 DHS Notified When Visa  
    

2. Change Transmittal has replaced the term, Transmittal Letter.  Change 
Transmittal was selected as being more appropriate in this age of 
electronic information transmission.  The FAM volume’s transmittal 
acronym and numerical series remains in place. 

3. Revisions since the last update appear in italics and dark magenta.  Other 
than formal titles, the italics will be removed the next time the material is 
updated.  Only current changes will appear in italics.  Italics provide a 
historical record of changes. 

4. Officers are reminded that Department-issued materials not codified in 
the Foreign Affairs Manual or its supplemental Foreign Affairs Handbook 
series generally have no regulatory validity (see 2 FAM 1115.2). 

Filing Instructions (Paper Copies) 
1.  Remove and discard the old 9 FAM 41.57 Notes (CT:VISA-1208; 04-27-

2009, 13 pages) and insert the new 9 FAM 41.57 Notes (CT:VISA-1373; 
11-09-2009, 13 pages). 

 Remove and discard the old 9 FAM 41.61 Notes (CT:VISA-1207; 04-23-
2009, 37 pages) and insert the new 9 FAM 41.61 Notes (CT:VISA-1373; 
11-09-2009, 37 pages). 

 Remove and discard the old 9 FAM 41.61 Procedural Notes (CT:VISA-
1078; 10-17-2008, 2 pages) and insert the new 9 FAM 41.61 Procedural 
Notes (CT:VISA-1373; 11-09-2009, 1 page). 

2. After inserting the material in the binder, insert this change transmittal 
letter immediately following the CT Checklist, then fill in the entry line for 
CT:VISA-1373, and initial. 

Distribution Notice 
1. The Foreign Affairs Manual and Handbooks (unclassified) official version 
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can be found on the State Department’s Intranet site. 

2. All posts and offices keeping paper versions of the Foreign Affairs Manual 
are responsible for maintaining the FAM on a current basis (see 2 FAM 
1116.5). 

3. Use KFAM and AINF TAGS on all communications on FAM/FAH issues; 
direct questions concerning issuance, validity, and updating to 
A/GIS/DIR.  Direct questions concerning substance and interpretations to 
the office indicated at the end of this change transmittal letter. 

(CA/VO/L/R) 


