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The Ilonorable Don Youny

Chairman, Commttee onlranspoctation
and [nlrastructure

Touse of Bepresentalives

Washinpton, 100 20513

Drear Mr. Chairmian:

Administrator Blakey has asked me to respond to vour letter of September 10 about vour
request for Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) suidance on replacement airports,
Specilically. you asked the FAA to provide elear guidance on what would constitute a
replacement airport for Buchanan Field Airport (COR) by Contra Costa County (counly),

A owe have mentioned belore, the FAA considers CCR 10 play a eritical rolicver airport
role that benefits aviation in the county, the Bay area. and Che nabional avialion syslem.
With more than 380 based aircrafi, CCR i ome ol the largest and mostL important reliever
aitports i the United States, The FAA would not consider a county request 1o close the
awrparl uniess we had Hirst approved a replacement arport ©F equal or greater valoc 1o the
aviation system, and that airport was completed and vperating. In answer Lo your
guestion, we would congider at least the following characteristics of a proposed
replacement girport in determining whether the proposced site could replace CCH.

I, Sulficient airport property 1or airlield. aeromacticul services, and landside public area
CCF is located on a site of 495 acres, and we would consider this size to be acceptab)
for a replacenaent site.

I

Design and construciion ol (the new arport Lo current FAA arport desagn standard s,

fad

Capacity for more than 600 based aircralt and al least 300,000 operations yearly.
{CCR currently has 580 bascd aircraft, but that number has been higher in the past.)

4, Adr traffic control tower,

!‘l'n

Fumway system o provide capacily lor 300,000 or more operations yearly, with
alipgnment o cover locally encountered swand directions,. Rumway and other pavenient
strengih and aivlield design meghing stondarcds [or the Targest aarerall usimg Buchanan
Tield., Runway configuration would be in accordance with then-current 1°AA design
standards and would not duplicate the currcnr CCR alrficld lavout. A configuration
that met the capacity requircments wouald be as follows:
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L1.

Two runways with the [ellowing characteristics:

« 150 = 5,000 foet:

¢ runway geomelry suitable for Alrport Reference Code C-11 airerall. The
runway/taxiway centerline separation distances need evaluation [or Airplane
Design Group TIT standards.

s pavement strength: 60,000 pound single wheel, 90,000 pound dual whecl, and
140,000 pound tandem wheel;
STOPWLY S

+  50:1 slope, precision instrument approach, Instrument Landing SystemdMedium
Intensity Approach Lighting System;
Visual Approach Slope Indicalor (VAST) at both ends; and
runway to taxiway cenlerling separation distances, runway salety arcas (RSA ).
ohstacle free somes (OTZ), and object free arcas (OFA) (o be approved by the
FAN s Adrpoat Thistrict Office (ADOY (or compliance with I AA standards

One or two crosswind runways with the following characleristics and standards:
75 x 3,000 fect;

runway peomelry 15 suitable for Adrport Relerence Code B-I1 airerafi;
pavement strength: 17000 Ih, single whesl;

2001 slope;

WASRL at hoth ends; and

runway to taxiway cenlerline separation distances, REA, 017, and OFA 10 be
approved by the FAA™ ADO Jor compliance with FAA standards,

Nu obstacle penetration ol any FAR part 77 surfaces for any runway or traffic pattern,
Qualilication for an FAA aivrport operating certilicate under 14 CLEF R, part 139,

Availubility of published instrument approach procedures to the same or lower
munimums as current CCR approaches. The airlfeld would need to meet terminal
instrurment approach procedures (TERPS) criteria {or the published instrument
approach procedures, as well as airport design, marking, and lighling requirements for
instrument approach procedures,

Fqual or better facilities than CCR to accommodate aireraft repair, storage, {ueling,
and related aviation services,

Location within Conwra Closta County with the same utility as CCR (o serve as a
rehicver anrport for San raneisco International Avporl { SFO) and Oakland
Internatiomal (OAK)Y as CCR. (CCR 15 within 25 nawtical miles of S140 and

15 nautical miles of OAK )

Faual or better aceess to local transportation services and infrastructure (including
Ireewuy access, rapid runsit and bus service),
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An FAA decision on a proposal (o open a new airport would also trigger lederal
environmental review and could require preparation of an envirommental impact
stalernent, In the review of an actual proposal, we may find other lactors Lthat alTect the
suitability of a replacement arrport site, Therefore, the abowve list should be considered
representative only and not a “checklist” for approval. Becanse we have not reecived a
lormiad request for release from the county, we are unable o speculate on all of the
considerations that might ultimately affect the Federal decision on a request to aceepl &
particular replacement airport. Again, hased on the current status of CCH, we continue to
consider it highly unlikely that the TAA would coneur in closing CCR.

II"you or your stafl need further help, please contact Mr. Duwwid Balloff, Assistant
Adminstrator for Government and Industry Aftairs, at (2023 267-3277

Simeerely, o e 0

g Tl E T ey
[N EI o
pORATS

Woodic Woodward
Aszspciate Administraror
lor Aarports
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