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Preface

This thirtieth edition of the Annual Energy Review (AER) presents the U.S. Energy
Information Administration’s (EIA) most comprehensive look at integrated energy
statistics. The summary statistics on the Nation’s energy production, consumption,
trade, stocks, and prices cover al major energy commodities and all energy-
consuming sectors of the U.S. economy from 1949 through 2011. The AER is
EIA’s historical record of energy statistics and, because the coverage spans six
decades, the statistics in this report are well-suited to long-term trend analysis.

The AER is a companion report to EIA’s Monthly Energy Review (MER), and it
covers most MER series over a much longer time span. Numerous additional series
areincluded in the AER. The additional series are available because EIA’s surveys,
on which both reports are largely based, provide more extensive coverage of annual
statistics than of monthly statistics.

AER statistics for recent years, particularly 2011, are more likely than statistics for
earlier yearsto be revised by EIA as new information becomes available. The latest
edition of the MER, therefore, is the recommended source for the most recent statis-
tics for many of the series reported in the AER.

For the most part, fuel-specific statistics in the AER are expressed in physical units,
such as barrels, cubic feet, short tons, and kilowatthours. Summary statistics in

Sections 1 and 2, however, are expressed in British thermal units (Btu), which
allows different fuels to be compared and integrated summary statistics, such as the
U.S. consumption of primary energy, to be calculated.

The AER emphasizes domestic energy statistics but also covers trade statistics. For
example, statistics on petroleum imports by country of origin have been included in
Section 5, “Petroleum,” in order to give a complete picture of petroleum statistics.

Publication of the AER each year is in keeping with responsibilities given EIA in
Section 205(a)(2) of the Department of Energy Organization Act, Public Law 95-91.
The report is intended for use by Members of Congress, Federal and State agencies,
energy analysts, and the general public. EIA welcomes suggestions from readers
regarding its energy statistics. To make a suggestion or to obtain specific informa-
tion regarding the contents of the AER, readers may contact any of the subject
specialists listed as contacts on the preceding page.

Printed copies of the Annual Energy Review 2011 may be obtained by contacting the
U.S. Government Printing Office or EIA’s Office of Communications, as listed on
the inside front cover of this report. The information in this report is also available
electronically at http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/annual/.
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