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o America’s Expeditionary Force in Readiness
• Balanced air‐ground‐logistics team
• Forward‐deployed … Forward‐engaged

o We create options & decision space for our Nation’s leaders
• Respond to today’s crisis… with today’s force … TODAY!
• Responsive and scalable
• Enable and participate in joint and combined operations

o A Middleweight force
• Operate throughout the spectrum of threats
• Ready to respond whenever the Nation calls
• Wherever the President may direct

SecDef Strategic Priorities & Role of USMC
“Marines facilitate seven of the nine SECDEF Priorities.”

Defeat al‐Qaeda
Win the war in Afghanistan and Iraq (and Libya)

• Ensure Iran and NK do not advance nuclear weapons programs
Enhance Departmental cyber‐warfare capabilities
Preserve ability to project US power/influence in the world

• Maintain a strong nuclear deterrent while advancing arms control
Strengthen important security cooperation and partnerships
Protect troops and their families
Get the budget right



USMC Lane vs. other DOD Forces Domain

Army – Ground 

Navy – Oceans

Air Force – Air & Space

“…at the front door of crisis and conflict, we possess the finesse, the training and the tools to knock 
at the door diplomatically, pick the lock skillfully, or kick it in violently.”

Crisis Response Force
High State of Readiness
Expeditionary Nature
Scalable & Task Organized
Amphibious
Any Clime and Place



The Importance of the World’s Oceans…and 
Man’s Transition to Amphibious Forces



“Over a Thousand”



The Tradition of Naval 
Expeditionary Operations



Future Security Environment … Numbers are Telling

70% of world is water
23,000 ships are 
underway daily

25% of the world’s oil & 
gas is drilled at sea

95% of all commercial cargo 
travels through the littorals

17 of the worlds largest cities 
have direct access to the sea

53% of the U.S. population lives 
within 12 miles of the sea

95% of international communications 
travels via underwater cables

49% of the world’s oil travels 
through 6 major sea chokepoints75% of the population lives 

within 200 miles of a coast

95% of the world’s commerce 
moves by sea

“…At the Geo-Strategic level, it’s all about 
the littorals.”



Assured Access benefits more than just our 
Nation’s security



Combatant Commander Demand Signal For 
Amphibious Forces



Providing Flexibility and Presence 
Around the World



Covering the Full Range of 
Military Operations



Globally Protecting U.S. Citizens

In total … 25,000 American and Partner Nation Forces 
have been evacuated by U.S. Marines from amphibious ships 
over the past twenty years.   



Multi-National NEO: Beirut 2006



2010 Pakistan Floods: 
“Over 700 Miles Inland”



QUESTIONS?

IDGA – Amphibious Operations Summit
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