
Why NextGen Matters

NextGen is a comprehensive overhaul of our National Airspace System to make air travel 
more convenient and dependable, while ensuring your flight is as safe, secure and hassle-
free as possible. 

In a continuous roll-out of improvements and upgrades, the FAA is building the capability to 
guide and track air traffic more precisely and efficiently to save fuel and reduce noise and 
pollution. NextGen is better for our environment, and better for our economy. 

•	 NextGen will be a better way of doing business. Travel will be more predictable because 
there will be fewer delays, less time sitting on the ground and holding in the air, with more 
flexibility to get around weather problems. 

•	 NextGen will reduce aviation’s impact on the environment. Flying will be quieter, cleaner and 
more fuel-efficient.  We’ll use alternative fuels, new equipment and operational procedures, 
lessening our impact on the climate. More precise flight paths help us limit the amount of 
noise that communities experience. 

•	 NextGen will help us be even more proactive about preventing accidents with advanced 
safety management to enable us, with other government agencies and aviation partners, to 
better predict risks and then identify and resolve hazards.

•	 NextGen boils down to getting the right information to the right person at the right time. It 
will help controllers and operators make better decisions. This data will assist operators in 
keeping employees and passengers better informed. 

•	 Our nation’s economy depends on aviation. NextGen lays a foundation that will continually 
improve and accommodate future needs of air travel while strengthening the economy with 
one seamless global sky. 

•	 NextGen will help communities make better use of their airports. More robust airports can 
help communities attract new jobs, and help current employers expand their businesses. By 
doing this the U.S. will strengthen its economy and help communities realize all the benefits 
that aviation can bring. 

•	 NextGen will allow us to meet our increasing national security needs and ensure that 
travelers benefit from the highest levels of safety. 

Excerpts from the FAA’s NextGen Implementation Plan, March 2011,
available at www.faa.gov/nextgen


